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Learning together to understand and improve ourselves, our futures, and our world.

Learner Profile Attribute of the Month: Communicators

This month we are pleased to recognize our
students who are practicing the IB Learner
Profile attribute of being communicators. This
means students who confidently and
creatively express themselves, often in more
than one language.

The thinkers of the month are for the Dolphins - Emmy Milam
Dragons - Claire Schwenteker, Eagles - Kaitlyn Bustamante,
Gators - Rowan Blackwell, Monarch - Giuliana Horne, Owls -
Amara Halfacre, Stingrays - Jaxon Grupenhoff.
. Source: https://pixabay.com/vectors/network-people-business-icon-5508173/

Upcoming Dates

● May 17 - Geography Bee, Afterschool

● May 17 - Spring Chorus Concert, 7pm

● May 20 - School Music Assemblies

● May 25 - SOL Reading Test for all Grades

● May 27 - Poetry Slam in the Auditorium

International Night is Back After Two-Years

International Night is a 25
year long tradition at
Jefferson Middle School that
the pandemic interrupted for
two years. We brought it
back on Friday, April 29. The
Jefferson Orchestra and Jazz
Band opened the

performances with songs from around the world. Next we had
the Mongolian musicians perform beautiful music from Mongolia.
Our students displayed fashion from Afghanistan and Ghana. And
we closed the night with professional dance companies. Food was
provided by four different food trucks.

Science Fair Participation

Jefferson 6th graders participated in
their annual science fair. Students
had to present their projects to
community members and Jefferson
staff who acted as judges. They were
judged using an IB rubric for how well
students explained their project.

Students had to explain to the judges the background to their
project, their hypothesis, the dependent and independent
variables, data collection and their conclusions. Student topics
ranged from yeast growth, to melting ice, to what insulation
works best. Many students were able to explain how their
projects connected to the real-world.

Community Project

We are on the home stretch now
with Community Projects. If students
are already done that’s great, if they
haven’t started, that’s OK, but it’s
time to get moving. We have students
involved in bake sales, tutoring, book
donations, and even painting ceiling
tiles. There are so many communities

that need these days. Everyone can and should do something to
help. Students need to choose a community, investigate
problems, plan solutions, take action, and reflect on the
difference made. If students need help, they visit this website:
efferson.apsva.us/ib/community-project-guide-and-journal/.

Students Rebuild Challenge

Every year since 2010, a non-profit
called Students Rebuild has engaged
students around the world in
meaningful service projects. This year
they are asking students to create
posters, T-shirts, or buttons in
response to one of five global
challenges: 1) Clean oceans - a call

for less waste in the ocean, 2) Humanitarian aid for refugees,
especially in response to the war in Ukraine, 3) Hunger relief -
helping those in need around the world, 4) Overcoming bias -
fighting racism and 5) Arts activism - inspiring people to take
action. For every piece of art students design and post, $5 will be
donated to a relevant charity.

Civics: Shark Tank

Our 7th grade students go to role play as entrepreneurs for their
Civics project on economics. Students created their own idea for
a business and had to develop a product or service to sell. Then
they would make an ownership offer to “Sharks”investors to see
if they could get their idea off the ground. Students had ideas for
tackling mental health, snow storms, and new tracking apps. The
mock sharks were administrators, counselors and other teachers.
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