
Reading Menu 1 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Think of two questions you have
about the main character. Do you

think the questions will be
answered as you continue with

the story? Why or why not?

Describe the main character of
the book in five or fewer words.

Avoid using words like nice, good,
bad, mean, etc..

Tell about a decision or choice
made by a character. Do you

think the character made a good
choice? Why or why not?

Tell about a character’s action
that surprised you. Why was the

action a surprise? What did it
show about the character?

What do you think was the most
important event in the story?

Why?

Think of what has happened in
the story so far. Why do you think

the author chose to put the
events into that order?

Describe a conflict that occurred
in the book. What were the

causes of the conflict?

Conflict: A disagreement

In what ways are the events of
the story realistic or not? What

events do you think are most and
least likely to happen in real life?

Visualize one location from this
book. What three adjectives

would you use to describe this
setting?

Would you want to live in the
setting of this book? Why or why
not? If the setting is a real place,
do you think you would like to

visit it? Why or why not?

How do characters show courage
in the book? In what ways do
their acts of courage differ?

Tell about a brave act that
surprised you as you read. Why

would it be surprising for the
character to act that way?

Can you identify a character in
the book who is completely

powerless? What message is the
author sending by including this

character?

If the main character was buying
a painting showing something in
nature, what do you think would
be the subject of the painting?

Why?

Describe 3 important changes
that have happened in this book.

What made these changes
happen?

In what ways does the main
character’s growth within the

book change his or her
relationships with others?



Reading Menu 2 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Who is the antagonist in the
story? What clues from the text

help you to know this?

Antagonist: Someone who actively goes
against a main character.

Imagine you are one of the
characters during an important
moment in the book. How do

you think you would feel about
what is happening? Why?

If you could give the main
character a gift, what would you

give him or her? What details
from the book helped you to
decide what you might give?

What is a question that one of
the characters seems to be

struggling with in the story? How
does this character try to find

answers?

Choose one scene from the book
that you would like to illustrate.

What kinds of colors and
materials would you choose?

Why?

Summarize a chapter from the
book in…

• 25 words or fewer;
• 10 words or fewer;
• 5 words or fewer.

At the beginning of the book,
how does the author “set the

stage” for what is going to
happen next?

Tell about a suspenseful moment
in the story. How did the author

build the suspense?

Imagine if the story happened in
a different setting. Where else
might the story be set? How

would this other setting change
the characters and plot?

How does the author use the
setting to build the mood for the

story?

Tell about a way that a character
showed courage by NOT doing
something. Do you agree with

the character’s decision? Why or
why not?

Describe a character’s courageous
act. Predict how other characters

might be inspired by this.

Imagine you are painting a
picture of a powerful character in
the book. What signs or symbols
would you include to show how

powerful the character is?

How does a powerful character
use his or her strength for himself
or herself? How does the person

use power to help others?

Tell about a moment in the book
that made the main character
think about things differently.

Predict how this change will help
the character to grow.

How did the protagonist deal
with a difficult change in the

book? How did he or she grow as
a result?



Reading Menu 3 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

If you could choose to become
one of the characters, whom

would you choose? Why?

How would the book be different
if told from another character’s

point of view?

Compare and contrast the
protagonist in this story with a

character in another book.

Protagonist: Main character

Create a new problem for the
main character that is similar to a
problem you once faced. Do you
think the main character would

respond to the problem the same
way you did? Why or why not?

What feelings do you think the
author wants readers to have
during and at the end of the

book? How do you know?

What is one thing you would ask
the author to change about the

plot if you could?

If you made a timeline or
diagram of the events in the

book, what do you think it might
look like? Would a straight line or

another shape show the
sequence of events best?

Choose a chapter of the book
and give it a new title. Explain
why this is a good title for the

chapter.

If you were to plan a trip to the
setting of this book, what would

you pack and why?

Connect the setting of this book
to that of another book you have
read. What do the settings have

in common? How are they
different?

Describe a courageous act by the
main character. What made this

act courageous?

Think about the challenges that
caused characters in this book to
show courage. Which challenge

would you be most willing to
face, and which would require the

most courage for you? Why?

Does this book show an example
of the idea of good vs. evil?

Explain how or how not.

How do characters work together
to use their strengths in the

story?

Explain how events in the story
make characters think differently

about each other. Explain
whether these changes happen

suddenly or gradually.

Can you identify changes in the
book that might be reversible?

How do these differ from
changes that seem more

permanent or one‐directional?



Reading Menu 4 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Tell about a part of the book in
which a character’s thoughts

differed from his or her actions.
Why do you think this happened?

How does the setting of the book
influence the characters’ actions

and decisions?

Compare and contrast two
characters in this book. Which

one do you think is a more
interesting character? Why?

Put the major characters in the
story in order from your favorite

to least favorite. Explain your
decisions.

What are the main problems so
far for the characters in the book?
At this point in the story, which is

the biggest or most important
problem? Why?

If you could only choose one
event from the story to tell a
friend, what event would you

choose? Do you think you could
convince your friend to read the

book based only on this one
event?

Tell about a point in the story at
which you didn’t want to put the

book down. What made that
moment so interesting?

What events would you include if
you were to make a movie of this

book?

Do you think the setting is a good
location for the story? Why or

why not?

What kind of background
information do you think the
author needed to collect in

creating the setting for this book?
What resources could the author

have used to gather this
information?

What events earlier in the story
helped a character to be brave at
a later point? How do you know?

In what ways does the book show
that someone can be scared and
be courageous at the same time?

What does that tell you about
courage?

Tell about a character that you
would describe as a bully. What

advice would you offer other
characters for how to make the

bully less powerful?

Describe choices made by
powerful characters in the book.

How do these choices show
these characters’ beliefs about

right and wrong?

What changes in the book result
from careful planning and action?

What can you learn from these
actions?

How do a character’s actions
demonstrate the ways the

character is changing on the
inside?



Reading Menu 5 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Why do you think the author
wrote this story?

Predict the reactions of the
following people to this story:

• someone in your family
• a close friend
• your teacher

Think of three or four songs that
you would want to include on a
“soundtrack” for this book. Why
did you choose each song? You

could also write a new song using
Chrome Music Lab.

If you could change a choice
made by one of the characters,
what would you change? Why?

How would the change affect the
story overall?

List what you think are some
characteristics of a good story.

Which ones apply to this book?

Tell about a time when you were
able to predict correctly what

would happen next in the story.
What clues did the author give

that helped you make your
predictions?

Find a scene in the book that left
a strong picture in your mind.

What language did the author use
that helped to create that

visualization?

Would you change the ending of
the book if you could? If so, what
changes would you make? Why?

Could the illustrations in this
book tell the story without
words? Why or why not?

How did the illustrations affect
your feelings?

A person shows integrity by
sticking to what he or she

believes to be right, even if there
is pressure to do something he or
she doesn’t believe in. Describe a
character in the book who shows

integrity.

Give an example of a time when
a character had to decide

between following his or her
beliefs about what is right or
choosing some other option.

Describe a character whose
power increases in the book. How
does that happen? What are the

consequences?

What sacrifices are characters in
the story willing to make to stand
up for what they believe is right?

How does a learning experience
help a character in the book to

grow?

Describe the relationship
between two important

characters. What are the good
things and bad things about the

relationship for each person?



Reading Menu 6 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Which character in the book
faces the biggest problem? Why
do you think this is the biggest

problem?

Would you want to read about
other characters this author has

created? Why or why not?

Imagine one character’s closet.
Describe at least five things that
you would expect to find there.

(Remember, many people’s
closets contain more than

clothing!)

How does the personality of one
character contribute to his or her

success or failure in the story?

Why do you think the author
wrote this story?

Predict the reactions of the
following people to this story: •

someone in your family • a close
friend • your teacher

Think of three or four songs that
you would want to include on a
“soundtrack” for this book. Why

did you choose each song?

What clues did the title give you
about the plot? Would you

change the title if you could?
Why or why not?

What can you observe about the
layout or organization of the

book? How did the layout affect
the way you are reading the

book?

How did the “look” of the book
influence your decision to read it?

In what ways did a character have
to give something up in order to
stick to what he or she believed

was right?

What advice would you give to a
character facing a tough decision

in this book?

Tell about an event in the book
when a character showed

kindness or generosity. How did
that affect the story overall?

Describe a character who
becomes less powerful during
the story. What do the other

characters learn from this
change?

Describe a change in the book
that you think was negative or
bad. What evidence supports
your opinion? Would all the

characters think the change was
bad? Why or why not?

Explain how the main character
affects his or her environment.

What changes does the character
make to his or her surroundings?



Reading Menu 7 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Who narrates the book? Why do
you think the author made this

choice?

Tell about two events in the story
that the author used to portray

the main character’s personality.
What did you learn about the

character from these parts of the
book?

What advice would you give the
main character if he or she was

starting as a new student at your
school? Whom do you think he
or she would sit with at lunch?

If you could remove one
character from the book, whom
would you choose? How would

this change the story?

How are the events in the story
similar to events in your own life?

Does the book have a table of
contents? If so, what clues does it

give you about the plot?

What is the main conflict in the
book? In what ways did the

resolution of the conflict help the
characters to grow and change?

Tell about any part of the plot
that confused you. Do you think

the author wanted to confuse the
reader? How did you resolve your

confusion?

Choose an illustration you like
from the book. Why do you think
the illustrator chose to show that

moment?

Is the cover of the book a good
match for what you find inside?

Why or why not?

Identify a powerful character in
the book. Is the character

powerful because of his or her
position or something about

personality? Explain.

Compare a character who uses
power for good with one who
uses power for evil. What are

their similarities and differences?

Tell about a point in the story at
which one character became
more powerful than another.

Predict the consequences of this
change.

How is nature used as a character
in this book?

How does the book show that
not all changes can be predicted

or controlled?

Describe a character who is good
at keeping up relationships. What

makes this person successful?



Reading Menu 8 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn in on Friday.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

If you were writing a sequel or
companion book to this one,

which character would you make
your protagonist? Why?

In what ways does the main
character stand out from other
characters? Do you think this

person would stand out in real
life, or only in the context of the

story? Why?

Is the antagonist a believable
character? Why or why not?

Which of the characters is most
similar to you? What traits do you

have in common?

Describe a scene that you would
include in a movie preview for

this book. Why would you choose
that scene?

What was the turning point or
climax of the story? How do you
know? How did it affect the main

characters?

Is the plot believable? Why or
why not?

How would you compare the plot
of this story to the plot of the last

story you read? Which did you
prefer? Why?

How do the illustrations or page
layouts differ from those in other

books you have read?

If you were in charge of
developing a new edition of this
book, what changes would you
make to how the book looks?

How do characters in the book
show their power? Why do they

try to show other people how
powerful they are?

Imagine you are transported to
the world of the book. How

would you prepare to resist a
powerful antagonist?

What does the book show about
how nature affects people? What
do the characters need to learn

about nature in the story?

Compare the role of nature in this
book to its role in a book with a

very different setting, but a
similar theme (for example,

survival).

Describe a change that led to
many other changes. How would

you show the connections
among these changes in a

diagram?

Give an example of how
characters work together to solve

a problem in the book. How is
their relationship changed by the

experience?



Reading Menu 9 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn in on Friday.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

What cues or clues tell you that
this book is intended to be

funny?

Describe how a particular
character’s actions or behaviors

remind you of someone you
know. Do you find this person to

be funny in “real life”? Why?

Sometimes things are funny
because they are unexpected or
surprising. Give an example of

how the author uses surprise for
humorous effect.

In what ways does the author use
the narration of the story to

convey humor?

Describe a funny scene from the
book. Do you think the situation

would seem funny if it really
happened? Why or why not?

How does the author or a
character make fun of himself or

herself? Why do you think people
might find this type of humor to

be funny?

Describe something a character
did that you wish you could

actually do but that wouldn’t
work outside of a book. Why are

the rules of behavior or logic
different in a story than real life

sometimes?

Give examples of how the author
uses language to create humor in

the book.

What is the main conflict in the
book? Is the conflict mainly

between different people or is it
a different kind of conflict?

Explain.

Tell about a character who is a
“peacemaker” in the book.

Explain how he or she helps
avoid or resolve conflicts.

Tell about a character who is a
“peacemaker” in the book.

Explain how he or she helps
avoid or resolve conflicts.

What are the potential positive
and negative effects of the story’s
main conflict? Who might be hurt

or helped as a result of the
conflict and why?

What are some decisions with
which the main character has to

struggle? Why were these
decisions difficult for the

character?

In what way does a conflict in the
story come from competition

between characters?

Choose a conflict in the story.
What are the causes of the

conflict? How do you think this
conflict will influence the overall

plot?

What do the characters have to
give up to resolve conflict? In

what ways does this change the
characters?



Reading Menu 10 (SEM-R Bookmark Version)
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn in on Friday.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

Describe a conflict that one or
more characters have with their

society or culture. Predict
whether this conflict will lead to a

change in society.

How is the conflict in this book
similar to those you have read

about in other books?

Describe a choice a character
made to avoid a conflict. Did this

choice show strength or
weakness? Why?

Describe the antagonist’s role in
the main conflict. How does the

antagonist show his or her
strength?

What other topics or ideas might
people who like this book be

interested in? Why?

Read the summary on the back
of the book. To what audience do

you think the summary is
intended to appeal? What

evidence supports your answer?

To whom would you recommend
this book? Why? Who do you
know that would not like this

book? Why?

How would you change this book
to appeal to a younger or older

audience?

What have you liked most about
reading this book? What have

you liked the least?

Do you think you would read
another book by this author?

Explain why or why not.

Have you read other books in this
genre? If so, what do you like
most about the genre? If not,
what drew you to this book?

Would you like to see a movie
based on this book, or would you

prefer to keep the images you
created yourself as you read?

Why?

Do you think you would want to
read this book again someday?

Why or why not?

What have you found most
challenging about reading this

book? What strategies have you
tried to help you respond? What

additional support might you
need?

What would you share with your
friends about this book? Why?

What have you learned about
yourself as a reader from reading

this book?



Reading Menu 11 - Focus on Fantasy and Science Fiction
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

What elements of traditional fairy
tales can you find in the setting,
plot, or characters? Why do you
think the author included these

elements?

Many fantasy and science fiction
books have characters who are
orphans or otherwise on their

own. Does your book have such a
character in an important role?
How does this affect the plot?

Were you able to predict the
ending of this story? What clues
from the text helped you with

this? If not, what elements in the
text made it difficult to predict?

What parts of this book would be
hard to show in a movie? What
kinds of special effects might

moviemakers need to use?

Identify any magical powers in
this book. How and why were
these powers necessary to the

plot?

How does the author make the
plot of the book believable within

its fictional setting?

What do you notice about the
settings of the first and last
scenes? Why might these

settings be important?

How does this novel show the
theme of good vs. evil? How

does the fictional setting
emphasize this conflict?

In what ways does the author
exaggerate something from the
“real world” to show something
about his or her fantasy world?

Are there nonhuman characters
in the book that show human
characteristics? What can you

learn from these characters about
human feelings or behavior?

What do you think is the moral of
the story? Why?

Imagine if we had the
creatures/gadgets/modes of

transportation from the book in
our own society. How would your

life be different?

What have you found to be the
most creative part of the book?

Why?

If you were unexpectedly
dropped into the world of this

book, what would you miss
most? What would you find most

difficult to get used to?

What message is the author
trying to convey in the book?

If you were to give this book a
new title (and not just rearrange
the words of the current title),

what would it be? Why?



Reading Menu 12 - Focus on Mysteries
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

How do you know that this book
is a mystery (besides the label on

the book)?

What skills does the character in
the “detective” role bring to the

story? If more than one person is
working to solve the mystery,
how are their skills similar and

different?

At this point in the story, who
would you include on a list of

suspects? Why?

Would you say that this mystery
is more of a “thinking” mystery or

an action‐based one? Why?

What clues has the author given
so far to help you solve the

mystery? How do you know they
are clues? How has this evidence
changed your thinking about the

“answer”?

Have you decided that any
characters are innocent? Why do
you think so? Provide evidence

from the story

Describe an event in the book
that was suspenseful for you as
the reader. How does the author
build suspense throughout the

story?

How would reading this book be
different if you knew the solution

before you started?

A “red herring” is a false clue that
the author adds to confuse the

reader and/or the detective.
Describe any red herrings in the

story.

Have you decided that any
characters are guilty? Provide

evidence from the story.

If you were investigating this
mystery, what steps would you

take to uncover the truth?

Would you ever read the ending
of a mystery first? Why or why

not?

Do you feel that the resolution of
the mystery was logical and

believable? Why?



Reading Menu 13 - Focus on Nonfiction
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

How could an idea in this book
improve or change the world? Or,
if you are reading a history book,

how did an idea in the book
change the world?

Describe some jobs or
professions that relate to this
topic. What kinds of work do

these people do?

How is the information in this
book organized? In what ways is
it similar to or different from a

fictional narrative?

What new information have you
learned from this book that

makes you curious to learn more
about the topic?

Identify one cause and effect
relationship described in this
book. Was the relationship
between cause and effect

predicted or was its discovery a
surprise? Explain

What different perspectives were
presented on an issue in this

book? How well balanced were
the viewpoints?

How do the ideas in this book
relate to your life?

How did the Table of Contents
and Index help you to use this
book? What advice would you
give to another student about
using these tools while reading

this book?

Would this book be a good
choice to include in a time
capsule? Why or why not?

What information does the book
provide on the author’s

background? What evidence of
the author’s expertise on the

topic did you find in this
information? What evidence did

you find in the text itself?

If more than one author wrote
the book, why do you think their
collaboration might have been

important?

What is one big question you still
have after reading the book?
What steps might you take to

find answers?

Identify a part of the book on
which you had to spend extra

time. Explain the strategies you
used to understand the
information (rereading,

consulting pictures, looking in
another book, etc.).

Have you read any fiction books
that deal with this topic? How

accurate was the content
presented in the fiction book?

What is the most important idea
the author conveys? How does

this compare with what you
found to be most interesting

about the book?

Why did you choose to read this
book?



Reading Menu 14 - Focus on Historical Fiction
Pick one reading activity for each day. Complete it on notebook paper and turn the responses in on Friday. Be
sure to include a picture of the book(s) you are reading in your post.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

Describe how the author brings
the historical period to life. What
details of the time period stand

out to you? Why?

From whose point of view is the
story being told? Is this person
real or fictional? Why do you

think the author made the
decision to tell the story from this

character’s point of view?

What do you think you would like
about living in the time and place

shown in this book? Why?

What modern conveniences
would you most miss if you lived

in the time of this book?

Choose some part of daily life
mentioned in this book, such as

food or clothing or
transportation. How would you
explain to a character from the
book how this part of life has
changed from their time to

yours?

Does the book put modern and
historical details together on
purpose? Explain how this is
done, and how you know it is

intentional.

What nonfiction resources might
help you to develop a better

understanding of details of the
historical period?

After reading this book, what
questions do you have about the

historical setting and/or the
people of this time and place?

Did you feel more connections
with the real or fictional

characters in this book? Why?

How would you check the
accuracy of the historical

information in this book? What
resources might you use?

Anachronism refers to something or someone that is not in its
accurate historical time. For example, an electronic object or the use

of modern slang would be out of place in a book set in the 18th
century. Can you find any anachronisms in this book? If so, how

might they distract or mislead a reader?


