
IB MYP Standards Based Grading Explained
Learning together to understand and improve ourselves, our futures, and our world.

We are going to make grading at Thomas Jefferson Middle School for the 2021-2022 transparent,
consistent, fair, and inclusive. We will make assessment transparent by determining grades only based on
mastery of International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IB MYP) criteria or standards (see a
summary of IB MYP criteria and a more detailed version). Teachers will work together to design age
appropriate summative (significant) learning assessments with clear rubrics (descriptive scoring tools) that will
be shared with students and caregivers at the beginning of each unit.

We will make grading consistent by adopting the same policies schoolwide. In every subject area there
are four criteria upon which students will be scored. On the report card, students will receive a score 1-8 based
on their mastery of each criterion/standard as demonstrated by their scores on summative assessment tasks
aligned to the criteria. Interims will not be issued since a range of summative assessments may not have been
given by the deadline. To determine a grade, the final scores will be added together and matched to the
grading boundaries (see student examples and grading boundaries in the tables below).

Example Student Report Card in
Language and Literature - ELA 8

Criterion/Standard Score

Criterion A - Analyzing 6

Criterion B - Organizing 6

Criterion C -  Producing text 5

Criterion D - Using language 5

Total score 22

Letter Grade B

Example Student Report Card in
Mathematics - Math 6

Criterion/Standard Score

Criterion A - Knowing and
understanding

7

Criterion B - Investigating
patterns

7

Criterion C -  Communicating 7

Criterion D - Applying math in
real-life contexts

7

Total score 28

Letter Grade A

Grade Score IB MYP Grade Descriptions

A 28-32 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates
comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts.
Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking.
Frequently transfers knowledge and skills with independence and
expertise in a variety of complex classroom and real-world situations.
Demonstrates significant growth in the subject area.

B+ 24-27 Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates
extensive understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical
and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and
skills in familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often
with independence. Demonstrates noticeable growth in the subject area.

B 19-23 Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure
understanding of concepts and context. Demonstrates critical and
creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge and
skills in familiar classroom and real-world situations, and, with support,
some unfamiliar real-world situations. Demonstrates noticeable growth in
the subject area.

C+ 16-18 Produces good quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most
concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and minor gaps.
Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge
and skills with some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but
requires support in unfamiliar situations. Demonstrates some growth in
the subject area.

C 10-15 Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic
understanding of many concepts and context, with occasionally
significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some
basic critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of
knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom
situations. Demonstrates some growth in the subject area.

D+ 8-9 Produce work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or
significant gaps in understanding for many concepts and context.
Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible
in the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and
skills. Demonstrates marginal growth in the subject area.D 6-7

E 1-5 Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant
misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and
contexts. Rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible,
rarely using knowledge and skills. Demonstrates inadequate growth in
the subject area.

https://jefferson.apsva.us/ib/policies-program-access/assessment-policy/
https://jefferson.apsva.us/ib/policies-program-access/assessment-policy/
https://jefferson.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/08/IB-MYP-Assessment-Objectives-and-Strands-2.pdf


Within each criterion, teachers will determine the final score by looking at patterns in the data, including the
most recent score. To further increase consistency and reliability of our grading practices, teachers of the same
subject will grade samples of student summative assessments together.

We will make grading fair by only grading summative assessments. Students won’t be penalized for
mistakes while they are learning nor have grades inflated by being given a 100 percent for handing in work.
Formative assessments (quizzes, outlines, drafts) will be used for feedback on learning for the student and
teacher. Neither participation, effort, nor extra credit will be graded since these practices lead to inconsistency
and bias. If a student, however, scores below their expectations on a summative assessment, they must have
the opportunity to retake or revise it. If a student scores below a three on a summative assessment, they must
retake or revise it.

Finally, we will make grading inclusive by ensuring teachers design age appropriate summative
assessments with clear rubrics before we plan the lessons. The learning activities should ensure every student
has differentiated options to demonstrate their learning. Furthermore, accommodations should be made
whenever necessary to remove barriers to learning in order for every student to experience success in their
educational journey.

We are excited to welcome you to the new school year with grades that are more transparent,
consistent, fair and inclusive. Hopefully, these practices will both reduce student stress by allowing for mistakes
and give students greater choice and voice in how they show their learning. If you have any questions please
contact our IB MYP Coordinator Kip Malinosky at kip.malinosky@apsva.us.

Warm regards,

Kip �����os��

Kip Malinosky
kip.malinosky@apsva.us
IB Middle Years Programme, Coordinator
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