
Thomas Jefferson Middle School
April Curriculum - Grade 7

Learning together to understand and improve ourselves, our futures, and our world.

Student Services Updates

As we wrap up Mindfulness Social
Emotional Learning Lessons in April we
turn to focus on Transitions in May and
preparing ourselves for next year as this
year comes to a close. May is also
Mental Health Awareness Month. We
will share resources in TA and Canvas to
help with time management, study
skills, and taking care of our emotional
health in this busy and often stressful time of the year.

Click the link below for announcements from, and contact
information/ office hours for our school counselors, psychologist
and social worker along with important announcements:

CTJMS Student Services Newsbites
i

Gifted Information Update
What it Means to Teach Gifted Learners Well: An Excerpt from

Carol Ann Tomlinson

Teaching gifted learners begins with the premise that each child
should come to school to stretch and grow daily. It includes the
expectation that the measure of progress and growth is
competition with oneself rather than competition against others.
It resides in the notion that educators understand key concepts,
principles and skills of subject domains, and present those in
ways that cause highly able students to wonder and grasp, and
extend their reach. And it envisions schooling as an escalator on
which students continually progress, rather than a series of
stairs, with landings on which advanced learners consistently
wait.

It's fiendishly difficult to achieve in schools where
standardization is the norm, and where teachers are supported
in being recipe followers, rather than flexible and reflective
artisans. In schools where responsive instruction is a carefully
supported indicator of professional growth, the capacity to
extend even the most capable mind is a benchmark of success.

Arts

7th grade Concert Band students are working on differentiated
and progressive “Band Karate” checkoffs using the SmartMusic
Notation Software. 7th Grade Symphonic band students are
working on recording “Blinding Lights” and “The Mandalorian.”
All students are also working on a special project that
incorporates expression through writing and composing music.

In Orchestra, students are playing scales in a variety of rhythms,
solo pieces of their choice and orchestra repertoire. We are
preparing orchestra  pieces with Canvas and SmartMusic. We are
learning lots of musical vocabulary and how to plan ahead before
we play to ensure success.  We are preparing for a virtual spring
recital with FlipGrid.

In Chorus, students have submitted their recordings for the South
Arlington Choral Pyramid Project. We are starting new music for
the spring and focusing on music literacy.

In Drama, students have been rehearsing our radio drama
production. We are performing Jack and the Beanstalk with a
commercial for Aunt Lottie’s Leftover Cafe. The final performance
will be recorded this week for your listening pleasure

In Arts, 7th grade students have been concentrating on
continuous line contour  drawing.  Every day we have been doing
warm up drawings, which is a great exercise in mindfulness.
Students are finishing up an artwork with contour drawing,
texture, watercolor and text.  The results should be interesting

Design

In Computer Science, students are demonstrating proper logic
and syntax in the Python programming language. Students are
writing programs that use loops and conditional statements to
control inputs and outputs.

In Technology
Education, students
are working on board
drafting.  This
traditional technique
allows us to invent
and innovate using
the design process
later in the semester.
We will explore drafting each letter neatly and cleanly on a
blueprint and work on orthographic, 3 view and isometric
drawings.

In Digital Input Technologies, students are working on “Internet
Scavenger Hunts: where the students will use clues given to
them to find various answers around the internet. They will work
on search skills, putting technical terms into their own words,
and manipulating multimedia layouts.

In Teen Living, students are considering the characteristics of
positive relationships, and how positive and  negative
communication behaviors can contribute to healthy friendships
and family relationships.

https://jefferson.apsva.us/tjms-student-services-newsbite/


Individuals and Societies (Social Studies)

Students are learning that during WWII, the United States
redefined its identity both at home and abroad. Students’
understanding will be demonstrated through the use of a Choice
Board so that students can explore an area of interest to them
and decide upon the product they would like to create to
demonstrate their understanding. Students will be exploring the
causes and effects of World War II -  the effect the war had on the
home front, the Holocaust, Japanese Internment, and how the
war helped to form America’s identity both at home and abroad.
Students will read short text pieces, view a variety of videos, and
analyze primary sources to expand their knowledge.

Language Acquisition (World Languages)

In French I and French I Intensified classes, students are learning
how to communicate about school.  We are reading about
prominent individuals from Benin.  French 1 intensified students
have finished reading an entire novel in French about Kobe
Bryant and his childhood in Europe.

In Latin I/Intensified, students are discussing the role of slavery
and freedpeople in Roman society. They are also working on
writing their own stories in Latin.

In Spanish 1 and Spanish 1 intensified classes, the students are
learning about their favorite hobbies and pastimes.
Furthermore, the students are currently reading a chapter book
about a Mexican legend called Popocateptl & Itzacuatl.
.

Language and Literature

In English, students are learning that everyone has a story to tell.
Students’ understanding will be demonstrated by interviewing
each other and writing profile pieces. Students will be exploring
what makes nonfiction writing unique as they write
extraordinary profiles of ordinary people.

Math

In Math 7, students are working
through Proportional Reasoning as
they prepare for the Virginia Math
7 Standards of Learning Test in
May.

Physical and Health Education

In Physical Education, students are working on fitness plans and
workout routines focusing on the different health related
components of fitness: cardiovascular endurance, muscular
strength, muscular endurance and flexibility.

Mr. Curran’s and Ms Patterson’s classes are in Physical
Education and are currently completing a yoga unit and
functional fitness testing.

Mr. Stith’s Classes are in Physical Education class completing a
fitness unit.

Mr. Rodruiguz retired May 1st. Ms. Menza will be taking over his
classes for the remainder of the year.  Her classes will finish up
badminton and playing variety of sports

Sciences

In Science 7, students are working through the end of the
genetics unit and will soon start the evolution unit. Students will
understand that the physical  identity of an organism is
determined by relationships among genetic patterns. They will
explore questions like “What are the steps of genetic
inheritance?” and “What is the significance of discoveries related
to genetics?”.  And there will be 2 IB summatives for the genetics
unit: one on the structure of DNA and one on genetic
inheritance.

From the Library:

● Read our weekly Library Buzz Newsletter in Canvas! Here’s

the link to our April 26, 2021, issue.

● If you have any questions  please send Ms. J Miller, Ms.

Wall, or Ms. Rosegrant a Canvas message or email us!

● Our final TAB Club meeting of the year is May 3rd. We will

vote for Jefferson’s Top 10 TAB Picks books!

Free Audiobooks all summer long!

Starting April 28 (and for the next 14 weeks), you can
“borrow” two great audiobooks each week. Here is the
list of all the books (and their weeks) for this year.
Once you have borrowed an audiobook, it will be
yours forever--it stays on your shelf in the Sora app
you use. Audiobooks are only available during their
week: you have to remember to go to the app and
borrow books each week or you’ll miss them.

● Here are step-by-step directions for how to register, get the

Sora app, and “borrow” the free audiobooks!

Learner Profile and Service Learning Update

We have wrapped up the Learner Profile
Excellence and service contest where
students have a choice of creating a
poem, essay, story or graphic about it.
The contest is hosted by the IB
Mid-Atlantic with a $500 prize for the
winner. The work has been submitted
and now we are

awaiting the announcement of the
winners. See an example of the Learner
Profile drawing by one of our students
picture to the right.

We will also be looking to update our
service learning reflections. Students
have had the opportunity to play the Free
Rice game to support shipping rice to
people in need, play an Eco-Arlington
nature game, among other activities in TA. Students will have a
chance to reflect on what they have learned through service in
May.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xu7b4_IOYGB2e0JwdAVIkxT7MZ6Y1lD7/view?usp=sharing
https://audiofilemagazine.com/sync-season/
https://audiofilemagazine.com/sync-season/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WTfrOd4Zpcq9Zx7U1USPvQtDXtpw_i-A_54EaTOmgGg/edit?usp=sharing



