
 
Reading 6 Summer Reading List 

Books about Racism and Social Justice 
Books to help us better understand social justice in our country: 

 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You by Jason Reynolds 
A remix of the National Book Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning by 
Ibram X. Kendi.  A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, from their roots 

in Europe until today. This book shines a light on the many insidious forms of 
racist ideas--and on ways readers can identify and stamp out racist thoughts in 
their daily lives. 
 

 
 
I am Alfonso Jone by Tony Medina 

The ghost of fifteen-year-old Alfonso Jones travels in a New York subway car full of 
the living and the dead, watching his family and friends fight for justice after he is 
killed by an off-duty police officer while buying a suit in a Midtown department 
store. 
 
 

 

The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander 
The Undefeated, this poem is a love letter to black life in the United States. It highlights the 

unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of the civil rights movement, and the grit, 
passion, and perseverance of some of the world's greatest heroes.  
 While offering deeper insights into the accomplishments of the past while bringing stark 
attention to the endurance and spirit of those surviving and thriving in the present. 
 
 



 
 
A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee 
Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to do is to follow the 
rules. But in junior high, it's like all the rules have changed. Now she's suddenly 
questioning who her best friends are and some people at school are saying she's 
not black enough. Wait, what? Shay's sister, Hana, is involved in Black Lives 
Matter, but Shay doesn't think that's for her. After experiencing a powerful protest, 

though, Shay decides some rules are worth breaking.  
 
 

Woke: A Young Poet’s Call to Social Justice 
by Mahogany L. Browne , Elizabeth Acevedo, Olivia Gatewood 
A collection of poems to inspire kids to stay woke and become a new generation 
of activists. Woke is a collection of poems by women that reflects the joy and 

passion in the fight for social justice, tackling topics from discrimination to 
empathy, and acceptance to speaking out. Kids will be inspired to create their 
own art and poems to express how they see justice and injustice. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes  
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a 
real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his 
family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. 
Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time 

but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a 
journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events that 

ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who grapples with 
her father's actions. 
 
 
 

 



Sit-In: How Four Friends Stood Up  By Sitting Down by 
Andrea Davis Pinkney, illustrated by Brian Pinkney 
This picture book is a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the momentous 
Woolworth’s lunch counter sit-in, when four college students staged a peaceful 
protest that became a defining moment in the struggle for racial equality and the 
growing civil rights movement. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
I, Too, Am America by Langston Hughes 
Langston Hughes was a courageous voice of his time, and his 
authentic call for equality still rings true today. A breathtaking 
reminder to all Americans that we are united despite our differences.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE ARE THE CHANGE  introduction by Harry Belafonte 
Sixteen award-winning children's book artists illustrate the civil rights 

quotations that inspire them in this stirring and beautiful book. Featuring an introduction by 
Harry Belafonte, words from Eleanor Roosevelt, Maya Angelou, and Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. among others, this inspirational collection sets a powerful example for generations of 
young leaders to come. 
 
 
 
 



 

Something Happened in Our Town by Marianne Celano, Marietta 
Collins, and Ann Hazzard 

Something Happened in Our Town follows two families — one white, 
one Black — as they discuss a police shooting of a Black man in their 
community. The story aims to answer children’s questions about 
such traumatic events, and to help children identify and counter 
racial injustice in their own lives. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This Book Is Anti-Racist  by Tiffany Jewell 

Who are you? What is racism? Where does it come from? Why does it exist? What can you do 
to disrupt it? Learn about social identities, the history of racism and resistance against it, and 
how you can use your anti-racist lens and voice to move the world toward equity and 
liberation. 
Learn about some of the ways people of different races have been oppressed, from 
indigenous Americans and Australians being sent to boarding school to be "civilized" to a 

generation of Caribbean immigrants once welcomed to the UK being threatened with 
deportation by strict immigration laws. A book that inspires not only thought but action. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 
 A boy tries to steer a safe path through the projects in Harlem in the 
wake of his brother’s death in this outstanding debut novel that 
celebrates community and creativity. It’s Christmas Eve in Harlem, but 
twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and his mom aren’t celebrating. They’re 
still reeling from his older brother’s death. Then Lolly’s mother’s 
girlfriend brings him a gift that will change everything: two enormous 
bags filled with Legos. Now, faced with a pile of building blocks and no 
instructions, Lolly must find his own way forward. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
         

 
 

 
 

 
March by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell 
The March trilogy is the first-hand account of John Lewis’ lifelong struggle for civil and 
human rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim 
Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis’ personal story (including his childhood), it also 
reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement.  * Graphic Novels  
 



 
 
 
 
 

New Kid by Jerry Craft 
Though Jordan wants nothing more than to go to art school where he can perfect 
his cartoon drawings, his parents have other ideas. Instead, Jordan’s sent to an 

upscale prep school where he’s one of only a few kids of color. Struggling to fit in 
with his new classmates, and to maintain his friendships with his neighborhood 
friends, Jordan must find a way to remain true to himself as he straddles the line 
between two worlds. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Count Me In by Varsha Bajaj 
Karina Chopra would have never imagined becoming friends with the boy next door–
after all, they’ve avoided each other for years and she assumes Chris is just like the 
boys he hangs out with, who she labels a pack of hyenas. Then Karina’s grandfather 

starts tutoring Chris, and she discovers he’s actually a nice, funny kid. But one 
afternoon something unimaginable happens–the three of them are assaulted by a 
stranger who targets Indian-American Karina and her grandfather because of how 
they look. Her grandfather is gravely injured and Karina and Chris vow not to let hate 

win. When Karina posts a few photos related to the attack on social media, they quickly 
attract attention. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Other Summer Reading Recommendations:  
 
 
The Line Tender by Kate Allen 
Following a tragedy that further alters the course of her life, twelve-year-old Lucy 
Everhart decides to continue the shark research her marine biologist mother left 
unfinished when she died years earlier. (Realistic Fiction) 

 



 
 
 
 

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes by Suzanne Collins 
It is the morning of the reaping of the tenth annual Hunger Games. In the Capitol, 
eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow is preparing for his one shot at glory as a 
mentor in the Games. The once-mighty house of Snow has fallen on hard times 

and the odds are against him. He’s been given the humiliating assignment of 
mentoring the female tribute from District 12. Their fates are now completely 
intertwined. Inside the arena, it will be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, 

Coriolanus starts to feel for his doomed tribute and must weigh his need to follow the rules 
against his desire to survive no matter what it takes. (Dystopian)  
 
 

 
Pet by Akwaeke Emezi  
There are no monsters anymore, or so the children in the city of Lucille are 
taught. Jam and her best friend, Redemption, have grown up with this lesson all 
their life. But when Jam meets Pet, a creature made of horns and colors and claws, 
who emerges from one of her mother's paintings and a drop of Jam's blood, she 
must reconsider what she's been told. Pet has come to hunt a monster, and the 

shadow of something grim lurks in Redemption's house. Jam must fight not only 
to protect her best friend, but also to uncover the truth, and the answer to the question--
How do you save the world from monsters if no one will admit they exist? (Fantasy) 
 
 
 

Wink by Rob Harrell  

A hilarious and heart wrenching story about surviving middle school, and an 
unthinkable diagnosis, while embracing life's weirdness. Ross Maloy just wants to 
be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, 
or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say to "the cancer 
kid." But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in is off the 
table. Based on Rob Harrell's real life experience, this incredibly personal and 
poignant novel is an unforgettable, heartbreaking, hilarious, and uplifting story 

of survival and finding the music, magic, and laughter in life's weirdness. (Realistic Fiction – 
graphic novel) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Akwaeke-Emezi/e/B0746F1QRZ/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1


 
 
When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed 
Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, 
a refugee camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, 
and without access to the medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother 
needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be 
a chance to change their future, but it would also mean leaving his brother, the 

only family member he has left, every day.  
(Memoir - graphic novel) 
 
 
 
 

For Black Girls Like Me by Mariama J. Lockington  

Makeda June Kirkland is eleven-years-old, adopted, and black. Her parents and 
big sister are white, and even though she loves her family very much, Makeda 
often feels left out. When Makeda's family moves from Maryland to New 
Mexico, she leaves behind her best friend, Lena, the only other adopted black 
girl she knows. In New Mexico, everything is different. At home, Makeda's sister 
is too cool to hang out with her anymore and at school, she can't seem to find 
one true friend. Through it all, Makeda can't help wondering: What would it feel 

like to grow up with a family that looks like me?  (Realistic Fiction) 
 
 
 

The Kingdom of Black by Marie Lu 
Two siblings. Two brilliant talents. But only one Mozart. Born with a gift for 
music, Nannerl Mozart has just one wish, to be remembered forever. But even 

as she delights audiences, she has little hope she'll ever become the acclaimed 
composer she longs to be. She is a young woman in 18th century Europe, and 
that means composing is forbidden to her. As Nannerl's hope grows dimmer 
with each passing year, the talents of her beloved younger brother, Wolfgang, 
only seem to shine brighter. His brilliance begins to eclipse her own, until one 

day a mysterious stranger from a magical land appears with an irresistible offer. He has the 
power to make her wish come true--but his help may cost her everything. (Historical Fiction)

  
 
 
 



 
Bloom by Kenneth Oppel  
The invasion begins--but not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. Rain that 
carries seeds. Seeds that sprout overnight, everywhere. These new plants take 
over crop fields, twine up houses, and burrow below streets. They bloom and 
release toxic pollens. They bloom and form Venus flytrap-like pods that 
swallow animals and people. They bloom everywhere, unstoppable. Or are 
they? Three kids on a remote island seem immune to the toxic plants. Anaya, 

Petra, Seth. They each have strange allergies and yet not to these plants. What's 
their secret? Can they somehow be the key to beating back this invasion? They'd better figure 
it out fast, because it's starting to rain again. (Science Fiction Thriller) 
 
 
 

 
Other Words for Home  by Jasmine Warga  
Jude never thought she'd leave her beloved older brother and father behind, 
all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start 
becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with 
relatives. At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The 
American movies that Jude has always loved haven't quite prepared her for 
starting school in the US, and her new label of 'Middle Eastern,' an identity 

she's never known before. But this life also brings unexpected surprises--
there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical that Jude just 

might try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is. 
(Novel in verse). 
 
 
 

Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk  
When the Great Depression takes almost everything they own, Ellie’s 
family is forced to leave their home in town and start over in the untamed 
forests of nearby Echo Mountain. Ellie has found a welcome freedom, and a 
love of the natural world, in her new life on the mountain. But there is little 
joy, even for Ellie, as her family struggles with the aftermath of an accident 
that has left her father in a coma. An accident unfairly blamed on Ellie. 

Determined to help her father, Ellie will make her way to the top of the 
mountain in search of the healing secrets of a woman known only as the 

hag. But the hag, and the mountain, still have many untold stories left to reveal and, with 
them, a fresh chance at happiness.  (Historical Fiction) 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

All-American Muslim Girl by Nadine Jolie Courtney 
Allie Abraham has it all going for her--she's a straight-A student, with good friends 
and a close-knit family, and she's dating cute, popular, and sweet Wells 
Henderson. One problem: Wells's father is Jack Henderson, America's most 
famous conservative shock jock...and Allie hasn't told Wells that her family is 
Muslim. It's not like Allie's religion is a secret, exactly. It's just that her parents 

don't practice and raised her to keep her Islamic heritage to herself. But as Allie 
witnesses ever-growing Islamophobia in her small town and across the nation, 

she begins to embrace her faith--studying it, practicing it, and facing hatred and 
misunderstanding for it. Who is Allie, if she sheds the façade of the "perfect" all-American 
girl? What does it mean to be    
                        a "Good Muslim?" And can a Muslim girl in America ever truly fit in?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To Night Owl from Dogfish by Holly Goldberg Sloan Avery Bloom, who's 

bookish, intense, and afraid of many things, particularly deep water, lives in 
New York City. Bett Devlin, who's fearless, outgoing, and loves all animals as 
well as the ocean, lives in California. What they have in common is that they 
are both twelve years old, and are both being raised by single, gay dads. When 
their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent, against their will, to the same 
sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that they will find common ground and 
become friends--and possibly, one day, even sisters. But things soon go off the 

rails for the girls (and for their dads too), and they find themselves on a summer adventure 
that neither of them could have predicted. Now that they can't imagine life  
                                without each other, will the two girls (who sometimes call themselves Night 
Owl and  
                                Dogfish) figure out a way to be a family? 
 
 

 
The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart  
Five years. That's how long Coyote and her dad, Rodeo, have lived on the road 
in an old school bus, crisscrossing the nation. It's also how long ago Coyote lost 
her mom and two sisters in a car crash. Coyote hasn’t been home in all that 
time, but when she learns the park in her old neighborhood is being 
demolished - the very same park where she, her mom, and her sisters buried a 

treasured memory box - she devises an elaborate plan to get her dad to drive 
3,600 miles back to Washington state in four days...without him realizing it. 



 
 
 

 
The Unteachables by Gordon Korman  
What happens when the worst class of kids in school is paired with the worst 
teacher?  
The Unteachables never thought they’d find a teacher who had a worse 

attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never thought he would actually care 
about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, room 117 will 
experience mayhem, destruction—and maybe even a shot at redemption. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman 
When Viji and her sister, Rukku, whose developmental disability makes her 
overly trusting and vulnerable to the perils of the world, run away to live on 
their own, the situation could not be more grim. Life on the streets of the 
teeming city of Chennai is harsh for girls considered outcasts, but the sisters 
manage to find shelter on an abandoned bridge. There they befriend Muthi 

and Arul, two boys in a similar predicament, and the four children bond 
together and form a family of sorts. When the kids are forced from their safe 

haven on the bridge, they take shelter in a graveyard. But it is now the rainy season and they 
are plagued by mosquitos, and Rukku and Muthu fall ill. As their symptoms worsen, Viji and 
Arul must decide whether to risk going for help--when most adults in their lives have proven 
themselves untrustworthy--or to continue holding on to their fragile, hard-fought freedom.  
 

 
 

Gloom Town by Ronald L. Smith 

When twelve-year-old Rory applies for a job at a spooky old mansion in his gloomy 

seaside town, he finds the owner, Lord Foxglove, odd and unpleasant. But he and his 

mom need the money, so he takes the job anyway. Rory soon finds out that his new 

boss is not just strange, he’s not even human—and he’s trying to steal the 

townspeople’s shadows. Together, Rory and his friend Isabella set out to uncover 

exactly what Foxglove and his otherworldly accomplices are planning and devise a 

strategy to defeat them. But can two kids defeat a group of ancient evil beings who are 

determined to take over the world? 

 

 



 

Get a Grip, Vivy Cohen! by Sarah Kapit  

Vivy Cohen wants to play baseball. Ever since her hero, Major League star pitcher VJ 

Capello, taught her how to throw a knuckleball at a family fun day for kids with 

autism, she's been perfecting her pitch. And now she knows she's ready to play on a 

real team. When her social skills teacher makes her write a letter to someone she 

knows, she writes to VJ and tells him everything about how much she wants to pitch, 

and how her mom says she can't because she's a girl and because she has autism. And 

then two amazing things happen: Vivy meets a Little League coach who invites her to 

join his team, the Flying Squirrels. And VJ starts writing back.  

 

 

 

 

Pippa Park Raises Her Game by Erin Yun Life is full of great expectations for 
Korean American Pippa Park. It seems like everyone, from her family to the 
other kids at school, has a plan for how her life should look. So when Pippa 

gets a mysterious basketball scholarship to Lakeview Private, she jumps at the 
chance to reinvent herself by following the “Rules of Cool.” At Lakeview, 
Pippa juggles old and new friends, an unrequited crush, and the pressure to 
perform academically and athletically while keeping her past and her family’s 
laundromat a secret from her elite new classmates. But when Pippa begins to 

receive a string of hateful, anonymous messages via social media, her carefully built persona 
is threatened. As things begin to spiral out of control, Pippa discovers the real  

                                 reason she was admitted to Lakeview and wonders if she can keep her old 
and new lives  
                                separate, or if she should even try. 
 
 

96 Miles by J.L. Esplin 
Dad always said if things get desperate, it’s okay to drink the water in the 

toilet. I never thought it would come to that. I thought I’d sooner die than let 
one drop of toilet water touch my lips. Yet here I am, kneeling before a 
porcelain throne, holding a tin mug for scooping in one hand, and my half-
gallon canteen in the other.The Lockwood brothers are supposed to be able 
to survive anything. Their dad, a hardcore survivalist, has stockpiled enough 
food and water on their isolated Nevada ranch to last for months. But when 
they are robbed at gunpoint during a massive blackout while their dad is out 

of town, John and Stew must walk 96 miles in the stark desert sun to get help--and they have 
only 3 days before their time runs out.... 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Green Lantern Legacy by Minh Le, illustrated by Angie Tong 
Excellent! Before Tai’s Vietnamese grandmother dies, she gives him her 
Jade ring. He wears it and discovers that he’s a Green Lantern who must 
protect the earth from evil like Sinesteo. Not long after, he discovers 
that the rich guy trying to take over the neighborhood for 

redevelopment turns out to be a Yellow Lantern working for Sinesteo. 
The pacing and storyline are excellent.  Lots of action, intrigue, and 
humor! Great for fans of DC,  superheroes, and art.  ** Graphic Novel 

 
 
 
 

                                             This Was Our Pact by Ryan Andrews 
A compelling graphic novel adventure filled with curiosity, magic, and 
friendship –as well as a talking bear, a map-drawing crow, and a 
special journey to the stars. Every year for Autumn Equinox, the town 
sends lanterns down the river to join the stars in the sky. Curious to 
know if this is true, Ben and Nathaniel, boys whose unstable friendship 
doesn’t bode well for cooperation, follow the lanterns on their bikes. 

Soon, they meet a talking fisherbear who is looking for the river, too. 
They meet and are imprisoned by a potions maker, make a daring 
escape, grow into a true friendship, and finally, learn the unexpected, 
magical truth about the stars. Their fantastical experience feels real 

and wondrous, made ever more visceral with the   dark blue and red color palette.  * Graphic 
Novel 
   

 
 
 
 



 
Conspiracy of Ravens by Leah Moore, John Reppion, and Sally Jane 
Thompson  
My middle school daughter and I love this action-packed fantasy 
graphic novel about a girl named Anne who inherits an estate called 
Ravenhall and magical locket from a long-lost relative. Anne discovers 
that the locket connects her to the power of ravens; she can transport 
from one place to another. Not only that, Anne learns that other girls 

also are also descendants of the first group of magical women, each 
connected to magical jewelry and specific birds. But just as Anne is 
trying to figure things out with the other girls, the group is attacked by 

a power-hungry woman with an army of robots. The artwork is exceptional — very 
expressive of the action and emotions!   * Graphic Novel 
 


