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Course Description
Welcome to our Life Skills class!  Our eighth grade curriculum is designed to provide students with differentiated small group instruction based on the Virginia Aligned Standards of Learning.  Students will build foundational skills in academics to more effectively access the domains of Daily Living, Personal-Social, and Occupational Guidance/Preparation.  The Life Centered Career Education (LCCE) provides a framework for which students apply learning to the world beyond the classroom.  

Emphasis will be on building basic functional skills in reading, writing, mathematics, social studies, and science, as well as future job skills and daily living skills.  Self-advocacy and communication skills are stressed throughout the curriculum.

Course Objectives
The Virginia Aligned Standards of Learning are outlined below.  

Math

	Aligned Standards
	Functional Mathematics

	· number sense, place value
· basic computation
· basic fractions
· equivalence 
· problem solving
	· calendar, schedule
· reading/interpreting temperature
· time concepts
· money concepts
· basic measurement 


 **The teacher reserves the right to change topics and/or sequencing as student needs dictate.

Materials
      ~ Unique Learning Systems, News 2 You 
      ~ resources from Do the Math
      ~ computer software program (ex. Fast Math)
      ~  Functional Mathematics resources
      ~ Community Based Instruction
      ~ Only APS approved social media sites will be used.



GRADE 8 
Reporting Category: Number, Number Sense, Computation and Estimation 8M-NSCE 1 The student will (SOL 8.1) 
a) compose and decompose numbers to three digits. 
8M-NSCE 2 The student will (SOL 8.2) 
a) subtract fractions with like denominators (halves, thirds, fourths, and tenths) with minuends less than or equal to one. 
8M-NSCE 3 The student will (SOL 8.5) 
a) represent different forms and values of decimal numbers using fractions with numerators that are multiples of five and a denominator of 100. 
Reporting Category: Measurement and Geometry 
8M-MG 1 The student will (SOL 8.6) 
a) compare measures of angles to a right angle (greater than, less than, or equal to). 
8M-MG 2 The student will (SOL 8.7) 
a) identify volume of common measures (cups, pints, quarts, gallons, etc.).
8M-MG 3 The student will (SOL 8.8) 
a) identify similarity and congruence (same) in objects and shapes containing angles without transformations; 
b) identify similar shapes with and without rotation. 
Reporting Category: Probability, Statistics, Patterns, Functions, and Algebra 8M-PSPFA 1 The student will (SOL 8.14) 
a) determine the values or rule of a function using a graph or a 
table; 
b) describe how a graph represents a relationship between two quantities. 
8M-PSPFA 2 The student will (SOL 8.15) 
a) solve algebraic equations using simple addition and subtraction. 
8M-PSPFA 3 The student will (SOL 8.16) 
a) graph a simple ratio by connecting the origin to a point representing the ratio in the form of y/x. For example, when given a ratio in standard form (2:1), convert to 2/1, and plot the point (1,2). 
8M-PSPFA 4 The student will (SOL 8.17) 
a) identify the missing number, when given a function table.

Reading and Writing

Explicit instruction in reading comprehension, fluency, decoding, and independent reading are essential elements to the course.

Reading instruction will focus on sight words recognition, fluency, and comprehension.  Each student has access to numerous resources geared toward the student’s interest and reading ability.   Writing instruction will focus on basic grammar and spelling of high frequency sight words.


Reading:

	Aligned Standards
	Functional Literacy

	· active reading strategies
· decoding
· fluency
· vocabulary
· literal & inferential comprehension
	· menus, recipes, & labels
· appliance words
· community signs
· environmental print
· transportation 


      **The teacher reserves the right to change topics and/or sequencing as student needs dictate. 

Independent Reading Material 
Independent reading material should be brought to every class.  Students may bring books from home or check out books from school.  Intermittent book checks will be held to assure books selected are appropriate for students’ Independent reading levels.  Students are required to read for 20 minutes every evening.


Writing:

	Aligned Standards
	Functional Literacy

	· capitalization
· punctuation
· organization
· spelling
· vocabulary development, word choice
	· address & phone number
· shopping list
· invitations & cards
· e-mail
· assignment notebook, calendar 


**The teacher reserves the right to change topics and/or sequencing as student needs dictate.


Materials

      ~  Unique Learning Systems, News 2 You 
      ~  components of Orton-Gillingham 
      ~  Functional Literacy resources
      ~ Community Based Instruction
      ~ Only APS approved social media sites will be used.



GRADE 8 
Reporting Category: Use word analysis strategies and word reference materials 
8E-RW 1 The student will (SOL 8.4) 
a) determine meanings of words and phrases in literature including figurative language; 
b) demonstrate knowledge of new vocabulary drawn from reading and other content areas; 
c) seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words are encountered while reading by using word reference materials; 
d) demonstrate an understanding of word relationships by using multiple meaning words; 
e) acquire and use content words and phrases. 
Reporting Category: Demonstrate comprehension of fictional texts
 8E-CF 1 The student will (SOL 8.5) 
a) cite text to support inferences from stories and poems; 
b) provide a summary of a familiar fictional text; 
c) identify cause and effect relationships in a story or drama; 
d) compare and contrast the structure of two or more fictional texts; e) identify and ask questions that clarify various viewpoints in a fictional text;
 f) make connections between key individuals or events in a fictional text. 
Reporting Category: Demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction texts
8E-CN 1 The student will (SOL 8.6) 
a) cite text to support inferences from informational text; 
b) provide a summary of familiar informational text; 
c) determine meanings of words and phrases in informational text including figurative language; 
d) determine the role of sentences in a paragraph (e.g., topic sentence, supporting details, and examples) in nonfiction text; 
e) determine an author’s purpose or point of view in nonfiction text; f) determine whether claims in a text are fact or opinion; 
g) compare and contrast the key information in two different nonfiction texts on the same topic. 


Reporting Category: Research, plan, compose, and revise for a variety of purposes 
8E-WP 1 The student will (SOL 6.7) 
a) write to convey ideas and information including facts, details, and other information; 
b) write about an event or personal experience by introducing the event or experience, at least one character, and two or more events in sequence; 
c) plan by brainstorming and revise own writing by adding more information; 
d) use content specific vocabulary when writing about a topic. 
8E-WP 2 The student will (SOL 6.9) 
a) write a research report to answer a question based on two or more sources of information; 
b) identify quotes from print or digital sources that provide information about a topic. 
8E-WP 3 The student will (SOL 7.7) 
a) write a persuasive report and support it with reasons or other relevant evidence; 
b) write to convey ideas and information including facts, details, and other information as well as graphics and multimedia as needed; 
c) write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
8E-WP 4 The student will (SOL 7.9) 
a) use technology, including the Internet, to produce written work or research report; 
b) research to answer a question based on multiple sources of information; 
c) use information from literary and informational text to support writing (e.g., “Recognize the difference between fictional characters and nonfictional characters.” “Delineate the specific claims in a text.”); 
d) use information from literary or informational text to support writing by using specific claims in a text. 
8E-WP 5 The student will (SOL 8.7) 
a) write an argument to support a claim with one clear reason or piece of evidence; 
b) write to convey ideas and information clearly including facts, details, and other information; 
c) produce writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose, or audience. 
8E-WP 6 The student will (SOL 8.9) 
a) write a short research report to pose and answer questions based on one source of information; 
b) select quotes from multiple print or digital sources that provide important information about a topic; 
c) use information from literary and informational text to support writing (e.g., “Compare and contrast themes, patterns of events, or characters across two or more stories or dramas.”, “Determine whether claims in a text are fact or opinion.”) 

WRITING 

Reporting Category: Edit for correct use of language, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
8E-WE 1 The student will (SOL 6.8) 
a) use standard English rules when writing by using question marks at the end of written questions. 
8E-WE 2 The student will (SOL 7.8) 
a) use standard English rules when writing by using ending punctuation when writing a sentence or question; 
b) spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-sound relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 
8E-WE 3 The student will (SOL 8.8) 
a) use standard English rules when writing by using ending punctuation and capitalization when writing a sentence or question

The Life Centered Career Education (LCCE) framework:

Daily Living Skills Domain

 1.   Managing Money
2.  Selecting and Maintaining Living Environments
3.  Caring for Personal Health
4.  Eating at Home and in the Community
5.  Cleaning and Purchasing Clothing
6.  Participate in Leisure/Recreational Activities
7.  Getting Around in the Community

Personal-Social Skills Domain

  8.  Acquiring Self-Identity
  9.  Exhibiting Socially Responsible Behavior
10.  Developing and Maintaining Appropriate Social Relationships
11.  Exhibiting Independent Behavior
12.  Making Informed Decisions
13.  Communicating with Others

Occupational Guidance and Preparation

14.   Exploring and Locating Occupational Training and Job Placement  
       Opportunities
15.   Making Occupational Training and Job Placement Choices
16.   Applying for and Maintaining Occupational Training and Job Placement
17.   Developing and Maintaining Appropriate Work Skills and Behavior
18.   Matching Physical/Manual Skills to Occupational Training and Employment




Determination of Grades

Please note, grades are determined on the child’s instructional level and IEP goals.  Although ASOL grade level objectives are presented, the material is modified without compromising the integrity of the state mandated standards.

All students work at their own level and pace based on their unique IEP goals.  Students are expected to participate in group activities.  Grades are taken from class work, homework, and activities.  Grades are based on a three-point rubric which is specific to each activity and ties directly to each student’s IEP goals. 

A = particular content mastered
B = proficient
C = novice

Failing grades are not given in Life Skills.  If a student is struggling, then the IEP team will reconsider the individual student’s goals.



Expectations
Positive behavior sets an atmosphere for success.  Students are expected to be on time, prepared, respectful, and active participants in their learning. Students earn rewards for positive behavior weekly and are rewarded with a variety of incentives.

We encourage students to interact appropriately with each other as well as with people in the school and community.  The aim of Thomas Jefferson’s International Baccalaureate (IB) program is to develop internationally minded people to create a better and more peaceful world.  As IB learners, our students strive to be:  inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced, and reflective.  
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