
Inside this issue: 

I am pleased to share that we successfully completed the first and second quarter of the 
2019-2020 school year at Thomas Jefferson Middle School (TJMS).  I have 
enjoyed meeting so many families at TJMS school events such as: Open 
House, Back-to-School Night, our Fall Harvest Festival, and PTA meetings.  
Together we will make this a productive and successful school year for all 
TJMS students. 
 

Safety is a priority at TJMS.  All parents/guardians and visitors must sign in 
at the main office, provide picture identification, and inform the main office 
staff of the reason for the visit.  In addition, we ask that parents/guardians 
be mindful of pedestrians and other drivers when dropping off and picking 
up students, and follow signs and pavement markers. 

 

Our School Management Plan (SMP) for the 2019-2020 school year is completed and 
now a working and breathing document predicated on three goals.  
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Special Dates of Interest: 

• SCA Valentine’s Day Dance—2/21 

• Honor Roll Celebration—2/28 

• PTA Used Book Sale—3/6 

• Early Release—3/11 at 11:54 AM 

• Math Night—3/12 

• 8th Grade Writing SOL’s Begin—3/24 

• Spring Musical—3/27 & 3/28 

• No Late Buses, 4/3 

• 3rd Quarter Ends—4/3 

• Spring Break—4/6-4/10 

• No School For Students—4/13 

• International Night Celebration—4/17 

• Report Cards Issues—4/21 

• Back to Basics Round Two—4/22 

• Music Department Fundraiser—3/25 

This newsletter is a glimpse into what is happening in  
non-core classrooms. See your team’s weekly email blast for updates from the team.  

Learning together to understand and improve ourselves, our future, and our world.  
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A MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL BOGGAN  

A Message from Principal Boggan Continued 

GOAL 1 
1-yr SMART Objective: 
IBMYP 
SMART Objective:  By June 2020, Thomas Jefferson Middle School IB trained staff will meet 100% of the 
standards and practices for IBMYP with particular emphasis on: 
a) addressing key and related concepts within unit plans; 
b) ensuring unit plans demonstrate that students encounter all six global contexts over the course of their 

study;  
c) ensuring support for the implementation of approaches to learning within unit plans; 
d) promoting student awareness of individual, local, national and world issues through disciplinary and  

interdisciplinary units;  
e) ensuring all IB criteria and strands are assessed at least twice each year and that assessments tasks 

are designed based on IB rubrics.  
 
3-yr SMART Objective: 
IBMYP 
SMART Objective: By June 2022, Thomas Jefferson Middle School IB trained staff will meet 100% of the 
standards and practices for IBMYP with particular emphasis on: 
a) addressing key and related concepts within unit plans; 
b) ensuring unit plans demonstrate that students encounter all six global contexts over the course of their 

study;  
c) ensuring support for the implementation of approaches to learning within unit plans; 
d) promoting student awareness of individual, local, national and world issues through disciplinary and  

interdisciplinary units through horizontal articulation;  
e) ensuring all IB criteria and strands are assessed at least twice each year and that assessments tasks 

are designed based on IB rubrics; and  
f) ensuring use of Approaches to Teaching that facilitate an inquiry-based curriculum through vertical    

articulation. 
 
 
GOAL 2   
1–yr. SMART Objective:  MATH 

All Students  
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year   87.41 
Current    89.10 
Previous   84.62 
GOAL:   90.19 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 74 

Black 
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    84.04 
Current     84.83 
Previous    80.45 
GOAL:   86.35(R10)  
VDOE TARGET = 63 

Hispanic 
subgroup passing rates are 
as follows: 
3 – Year   81.00 
Current    83.00 
Previous   78.26 
GOAL:   84.70 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 66 

Asian  
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    92.96 
Current     95.17 
Previous    89.92 
GOAL:   95.65 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 89 

Economically  
Disadvantaged 
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    81.20 
Current     84.23 
Previous    77.68 
GOAL:   85.81 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 65 

English Learners  
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    89.29 
Current     91.00 
Previous    88.37 
GOAL:    91.90 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 61 

Students with Disabilities  
subgroup passing rates are 
as follows: 
3 – Year    65.59 
Current      69.09 
Previous    65.88 
GOAL:   72.18 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 51 

White  
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    93.10 
Current     95.44 
Previous    90.86 
GOAL:   95.86 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 81 
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1–yr. SMART Objective:  READING 

1–yr. SMART Objective:  SCIENCE 
By June 2020, the failure rate in Science will reduce by 10% (from 14.49 to 13.04 R10) which will result in the 
passing rate increasing from (85.51 to 86.96).   
 
3–yr. SMART Objective:  
MATH, READING, and SCIENCE 
SMART Objective:  By June 2022, 100% of non-proficient students in all AMO reporting groups will  
increase Math and Reading/English Language Arts proficiency levels as indicated.  Science and Social Stud-
ies failure rates will decrease by 10%. 
 
GOAL 3    
1-yr. SMART Objective:  STUDENT SUCCESS 
By June 2020, 80% of Thomas Jefferson Middle School students completing the Virginia School Climate  
Survey will respond “Strongly Agree” or “Agree” to the statement, Teachers and other adults at this school…
listen to what students have to say .  In addition, 80% of Thomas Jefferson Middle School students completing 
the Virginia School Climate Survey will respond “Strongly Agree” or “Agree” to the statements:  
1. There are adults at this school I could talk with if I had a personal problem. 
2. I am comfortable asking my teachers for help with my schoolwork. 
 
3-yr. SMART Objective: STUDENT SUCCESS 
By June 2022, more than 80% of Thomas Jefferson Middle School students completing the Virginia School 
Climate Survey will respond “Strongly Agree” or “Agree” to the statement, Teachers and other adults at this 
school…listen to what students have to say .  In addition, 80% of Thomas Jefferson Middle School students 
completing the Virginia School Climate Survey will respond “Strongly Agree” or “Agree” to the statements:  
1. There are adults at this school I could talk with if I had a personal problem. 
2. I am comfortable asking my teachers for help with my schoolwork. 
 
No accomplishment or goal is possible at TJMS without every student, staff, family, and community member 
believing in and contributing to our school’s commitment to creating and fostering an environment where 
learning is pervasive for all students. Thank you for all that you have done, are doing, and will do to ensure 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School continues to truly be “The Best of the Best!”.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
Keisha Boggan 
Principal 

ALL  
student subgroup passing 
rates in READING are as 
follows:  
3 – Year    87.22 
Current     85.98 
Previous    88.86 
GOAL:   87.38 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 73 

Black 
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    81.13 
Current     81.18 
Previous    81.55 
GOAL:   83.06 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 65 

Hispanic 
subgroup passing rates are 
as follows: 
3 – Year    81.06 
Current     77.76 
Previous    84.18 
GOAL:   79.98 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 67 

Asian  
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    93.46 
Current     92.02 
Previous    93.71 
GOAL:   92.82 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 87 

Economically  
Disadvantaged 
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    79.76 
Current     77.06 
Previous    82.70 
GOAL:  79.35 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 66 

English Learners  
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year    88.77 
Current     88.72 
Previous    89.66 
Goal:          89.85 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 60  

Students with Disabilities  
subgroup passing rates are 
as follows: 
3 – Year    61.28 
Current     58.87 
Previous    65.95 
GOAL:   62.89 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 51 

White  
subgroup passing rates 
are as follows: 
3 – Year     94.21 
Current      93.97 
Previous     95.32 
GOAL:   94.57 (R10) 
VDOE TARGET = 81 
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TESTING, SPANISH 

Testing 

The ACCESS for ELLs assessment is scheduled to take place at Thomas Jefferson Middle 
School during the months of January and February and is administered to students who have 
been identified as English language learners. The ACCESS for ELLs is a K-12 English  
language proficiency assessment that includes four testing domains – reading, listening, 
speaking and writing. This assessment helps students and families understand students’  
current level of English language proficiency. TJMS parents will receive a letter if their son/
daughter will be participating in this year’s assessment. If you have any questions, please 
contact Mrs. Shari Brown, TJMS School Testing Coordinator, via email:  
shari.brown@apsva.us.  
 
Please go to the Jefferson website (https://jefferson.apsva.us/counseling/testing/) for the 
testing schedule for the 2019-2020 ACCESS for  ELLs assessment. 

Thank you to all who donated to our Holiday Buzz Bags and  
supported our TJMS Community! 

Spanish  

In Spanish II, we have been expanding our vocabulary and communications skills through 
music, short stories, and lessons from the APS World Languages Curriculum.  We have been 
focusing on understanding the difference between past and present tenses.  The students are 
positive and enthusiastic participants in Spanish class. For second quarter, we have  
continued to concentrate on our vocabulary and communications skills through music, short 
stories, and lessons from the APS World Languages Curriculum.  We have expanded our 
emphasis on understanding the difference between past and present tenses.  The classes 
have completed the units on going shopping and the daily routine. The third quarter will begin 
with the food unit.  The students have worked well in Spanish class, exhibiting a positive and 
enthusiastic learning attitude.  

 
In Spanish I and in Spanish I Intensified classes, we have concentrated on personal  
greetings and introductions, as well as the next unit on school life.  The students are  
continuing to better understand how to form basic sentences using appropriate grammatical 
concepts.  The students are engaging and developing more confidence in their use of the  
target language. During second quarter, we have continued our focus on personal  
descriptions and the unit on school life.  The students have continued to develop a better  
understanding of basic sentences using appropriate grammatical concepts.  The students 
have demonstrated strong effort in participatory and confidence-building activities in their  
daily use of the target language.  
 
In Intro to Spanish we have been actively learning, practicing, and reviewing basic Spanish 
vocabulary related to calendar, colors, geometrical shapes, numbers, likes, dislikes, family 
members, and adjectives.  We actively involve the students in vocabulary related games.  
During second quarter, we focused on Spanish vocabulary pertaining to descriptions of  
families.  Students are participating in reading and comprehending short stories.  We actively 
involve the students in vocabulary-related games, songs, dances, and other activities.   

mailto:shari.brown@apsva.us
https://jefferson.apsva.us/counseling/testing/
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Spanish  

In Transitional Spanish 6, in addition to a review of the Intro to Spanish concepts, the  
students have focused on personal introductory information and vocabulary pertaining to the 
outside and inside of homes.  Furthermore, we have incorporated family, past times, and food. 
For second quarter, the students have continued to develop personal information and  
vocabulary pertaining to their homes, describing the exterior and interior of the house or  
apartment.  We have maintained the incorporation of family and pastimes, with specific  
emphasis on meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner) at the beginning of the third quarter.  
 
In Spanish Fluent Speaker I, we have been expanding our vocabulary and communications 
skills through short stories, and lessons from the APS World Languages Curriculum. Personal 
Identity, Who Am I?, and Family Identity—cultural comparisons to reinforce cultural  
understanding and appreciation. The student applied language skills and expanded cultural 
understanding by accessing information beyond the classroom. In reading, we explored the 
question of “what is culture”, read through legends of America, and learned about Frida Kahlo. 
In grammar we have been focusing on sentence structure. Subject, verb, nouns, gender,  
numbers, and the different verb tenses. To be—ser/estar, present progressive and simple  
present tenses of regular verbs.  
 
During second quarters, students were working with new readers.  We will continue to enrich 
our vocabulary via the new readers.  Each student has created their own book mark with a  
famous work of one of many Latin American poets.  It will be exciting to use our bookmarks as 
we read the books!  We continue to work with the past tense both in spoken and written forms, 
as well as applicable phonics.  
 
In Spanish Fluent Speaker II, the unit is focused on Academic identity. How does cultural 
identity influence who we are, our choices and expectations? How do family and friends  
influence perspective on cultural identity? In introductory reading, we are looking at the  
difference between Latino and Hispanic. We are reading “Un oso y un amor” and the  
autobiographical genre. One author described  the small town of Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico, 
which provided the background of many stories. In grammar, students have been focusing on 
understanding the difference in verbs. To be-ser/estar, present progressive and simple present 
tenses of regular and irregular verbs.  
 
Over second quarter, students implemented new readers.  Each student created their own 
book mark with a famous poem by Pablo Neruda, a Chilean poet.  It will be exciting to use our 
bookmarks as we read the new books for the SFS II course.  We will begin reading these 
books and we will analyze in depth the various themes.  We continue to work with the past 
tense both in spoken and written forms, as well as applicable phonetics.    
 
In Intro to Spanish Fluent Speaker ( 6

th
 grade), for Unit 1, students explored  

Spanish-Speaking Countries. How Spanish speakers greet each other and say goodbye, the 
use of last names in Spanish culture, and different family members. They learned how to  
identify and describe themselves, people, animals, and places using adjectives in conversation 
and in writing. We covered grammar, punctuation, capital letters, verbs (ser y estar –to be),  
adjectives, regular verbs present tense, interrogative and negative forms. In second quarter, 
the students worked on vocabulary and grammatical points relating to colors, clothing,  
activities, and places.  The students are working with school life in the third quarter.   
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LATIN 

Latin 

Magistra Egbert’s 6th grade Introduction to Latin students have learned a lot about Roman  
culture including Latin greetings, family and animal vocabulary, and Greek mythology. They 
have also begun learning about Latin adjectives and noun gender. 
 
Level I students are learning about the city of Pompeii and the daily life of its citizens. They are 
reading short passages in Latin and using a variety of Latin phrases. Students are now able to 
use the nominative and accusative noun cases and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person verb endings. 
 
The Level II class has moved from Pompeii to the province of Roman Britain. The students have 
worked on reviewing vocabulary and grammar from last year and are now learning new  
structures such as infinitives, relative clauses, and prepositional phrases. 

 
On November 9th, four Jefferson Latin students participated in the Hayfield Secondary School 
certamen. Certamen is a competition similar to It’s Academic or Quiz Bowl, where teams from 
different schools answer questions on Latin vocab, grammar, Roman culture, history, and  
mythology. Well done to Robbie Rezabek-Castello, Bella Handler, Ellie Kisor, and Mailynn  
Nguyen for participating! We will have more certamen opportunities in the winter and spring. 
 
In the 2nd quarter, the 6th grade Intro to Latin class learned about Greco-Roman mythology, 
Olympian gods, the founding of Rome, and animal vocabulary. Latin I students learned the  
present, imperfect, and perfect verb tenses, and the accusative noun case. They also learned 
about Roman theater, burial practices, slavery and freedpeople. The Latin II students studied 
life in Roman Britain and ancient Alexandria, and religions of the ancient Mediterranean.  They 
also learned the pluperfect tense, infinitives, irregular verbs, and relative clauses.   
 
On November 24th and 25th, 25 students from Latin I and II attended the Virginia Junior  
Classical League convention in Richmond, Virginia. They joined 1,400 other Latin and Greek 
students from all over Virginia, taking part in academic contests, art projects, performances,  
lectures, games, a Roman banquet, dance, and karaoke. The following students won awards for 
their art projects and test scores: In 7th grade, Bella Handler won 4th place for her doll art  
project. Gabe Henneman won 5th place for his black and white drawing. Kelly Calderon won 5th 
place in the mixed media category. Elise Rickard won 5th for her illustrated quotation. Sarah 
McMahon won 6th for her colored drawing. Julian Eichers won 7th for his colored drawing, and 
Robbie Rezabek-Castello won 10th place on the Roman life and customs exam. In 8th grade, 
Sami Stewart won 2nd place for her colored ink art project. Ava Fischer won 6th for her oil/
acrylic painting. Aria Merrill won 6th for her black and white drawing. Ellie Kisor won 7th place in 
the small model category. Violet Dellinger won 8th in the costume contest, and Moya Zouhon 
won 10th place in the mosaic category. Congratulations to everyone who participated! 
 
On January 11th, our Level II team (Mailynn Nguyen, Violet Dellinger, and Ellie Kisor) won 2nd 
place at the Flint Hill School certamen, qualifying for the finals round! Bella Handler in Level I 
played solo and defeated four full-sized teams! Well done everyone! 
 
On January 17th, Latin students from all over Arlington celebrated Saturnalia, the ancient  
Roman winter festival, at Yorktown High School. Students enjoyed a potluck banquet, Roman 
games, gladiatorial combat, impromptu art, fortune telling, and many more activities. Over 150 
students from all APS middle and high schools attended. 
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FRENCH, ASL 

French 

Bienvenue à la classe de français!   

FR II students completed a review of last year’s work.  We talked about ourselves, our families 
and our interests.  We explored music from a variety of artists from France, Belgium, Canada, 
and Rwanda. We read a lot!! We had free reading twice per week, a weekly francophone news 
article, and a class novel about a bird sanctuary in Cameroon. During second quarter, FR II 
students have completed Speaking, Reading, and Listening summative assessments in the 
2nd Quarter. All students are demonstrating a strong comprehension of non-fiction texts and 
audio recording.  We really enjoyed learning and performing traditional songs for our winter 
concert AND tasting Bûches de Noel!  We continue to read weekly non-fiction news articles, 
and self-selected novels.  Our next units will focus on comparing grocery shopping and living 
environments between the US and Francophone countries.   
 
FR I Intensified students finished reading their first novel Pauvre Anne. They explored music 
from France, Belgium and Rwanda. They began to read regular news articles written entirely 
in French. We will begin soon comparing school experience in the US with those from other 
French speaking countries.  
 
FR 1 students gained solid basic skills for talking about themselves and the weather. We  
created some fun stories about characters wanting something and going somewhere.  
Students also explored a variety of music from the French speaking world. They began to read 
in French and began their first novel in French called Pauvre Anne.  
 
Over second quarter, FR I Intensified and FR 1 students learned about the French school 
system including the structure of the school day, lunch menus and the grading system.  Most 
students were ready to pack their bags and move to France upon learning of the two-hour 
lunch break and the daily four course meal eaten on real dishes with silverware!  However, 
they were not too thrilled to learn that they may be in school until 5 pm and that schools  
generally do not have sports teams. All classes returned from the winter break with a classic 
film La Gloire de Mon Père, about the childhood stories from French author Marcel Pagnol at 
the turn of the 20th century in Marseille, France.  Students are now working on describing their 
school day and their likes and dislikes in preparation for our oral and written assessments.   
 
Introduction to French - Bonjour!  6th grade students have learned greetings, numbers,  
colors, and how to express likes and dislikes.  We love making up crazy stories and reading 
them! Over second quarter, 6th grade students continued to have small conversations with 
friends about likes and dislikes.  We enjoyed making and eating crêpes for la Chandeleur.  We 
will soon begin reading a novel - Brandon Brown Veut un Chien.   

American Sign Language 

We are continuing to learn American Sign Language through conversations. I have seen so 
much accomplishment, it makes my heart warm. I especially enjoy getting words from teachers 
and parents that students  go outside of my classroom and continue to sign in ASL with other 
students or/and their parents. That tells me they are motivated and I am so grateful. I truly  
appreciate all of the students constantly learning about ASL culture & history which really  
matters to me. Looking forward to completing the school year with a bang where the students 
will continue on to their next level of ASL!  
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Family & Consumer Sciences 

All FACS classes began with a unit on Strengthening Family Relationships and  
Communication.  Students completed projects at home to contribute to their family. In our  
second unit (Food and Nutrition), 6th grade students learned how to measure ingredients and 
use kitchen tools and appliances safely.  They tested their measuring skills by making their 
own Cake in a Mug. 7th grade students learned to read food labels to evaluate and compare 
foods. They designed and created gourmet grilled cheese sandwiches. 8th grade students  
explored various cuisines from around the world and finished with an International Pizza  
challenge. In November, FACS students completed a Babysitting Unit, and started thinking 
about ways that middle schoolers can earn spending money. In December, all grades used the 
Design Cycle to plan and create sewing projects.  6th graders completed felt ornaments, 7th 
graders used the sewing machine to create an emoji pillow, and 8th graders created a  
monogrammed pencil pouch. In January we developed our financial literacy skills, and 8th 
grade students finished the semester with an Interior Design project.  

Technology Education 

Technology Education 6  Students designed and constructed models of bridges.   Students 
also had the chance to work in Photoshop. Technology Education 7 Students worked in CAD 
to design 3D printed components for a mousetrap-powered vehicle challenge.  Students were 
required to meet a certain rubric criteria for their vehicle with the supplies and time allotted. 
Techology Education 8 Students modeled structures in CAD and built/tested their designs.   
They also worked in electronics and designed their own light-sensitive nightlights!  
 
Over second quarter, 6th Grade students worked hard on designing a new virtual “Arlington”, 
one that would be perfect for our new Amazon neighbors.  They discovered getting rid of traffic 
isn’t easy in virtual reality either! 7th Grade students finished a class set of cigar-box guitars.   
The culminating concert was on the evening of February 13th at Kenmore Middle School (6 
PM). 8th Grade students completed their CO2-powered vehicles and we raced them in the gym 
the last week of the quarter.  

Theater Arts 

All actors have been creative and busy this first quarter. All the drama students began their 
year devising and performing very entertaining Lip Sync performance. The 7th graders began 
studying the history and technique of  pantomime and ended the very amusing pantomime  
performances. The 8th graders continued their quarter with learning how to stage a  scene.   
They worked in groups to stage and perform a scene of their choice. After learning how to 
work as an ensemble and creating wonderful Lip Sync performances, the 6th graders have 
been preparing to study and perform the performance technique of Tableau.  
 
The second quarter was filled with many marvelous theatrical creations.  The 6th grade actors 
journeyed into the world of Tableau. They devised original Tableau performances that shared 
a piece of themselves.  The 7th grade actors  began the 2nd quarter becoming playwrights.  
They wrote their own monologues and then performed them. The characters and stories that 
they created were unique.  The 8th grade actors were both playwrights and actors this quarter. 
They wrote and performed in original scenes. Finally, they wrapped up their time in drama with 
a hilarious Improv Show that displayed their grasp of the “rules” of improvisation. 
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Business and Information Technologies 

Business and Information Technologies - Mr. Anderson 
Design Tech Computers - Grade 6 students worked on improving their words per minute and 
accuracy on desktop and bluetooth keyboards. For second quarter, grade 6 students developed 
advertising messages and marketing plans to reach potential audiences for products, brands, 
organizations, and ideas.  Students completed a SWOT analysis and created slideshow  
presentations.  
 
Digital Input Technologies - Grade 7 students practicing composing professional  
communications documents using desktop, online, and mobile Microsoft Office Applications. 
During second quarter, grade 7 students, collaborating with an assigned Mentor, completed 
team project models, electronic presentations, and 3D plans for the A4LE SchoolsNEXT Design 
Competition.  Teams presented in-class to the District Jury, and one team was selected to  
compete at the statewide competition.   
 
Yearbook - Grade 8 students attended the NOVA Yearbooks Fall Workshop where they joined 
other middle school yearbook staff to discuss theme and concept, examine storylines, and look 
at visual inspiration. Over second quarter, grade 8 students developed proficiency in applying 
principles of layout and design in completing page spread assignments using industry-standard 
application software.  
 
 
Business and Information Technologies - Mr. Ammon 
Technology of Robotic Design - Grade 8 students brainstormed and documented automated 
solutions in response to a design brief. Later in the quarter, students demonstrated  
understanding of mechanisms to design and build a pull toy that converted the wheel rotation 
into another form of motion along a different plane.  For second quarter, students learned how to 
create computer aided designs with professional software, AutoCad Inventor. They started by 
creating 2-dimensional drawings to match specifications. Later they generated their own design 
which we cut from wood with our laser cutter. Next, students created 3-dimensional designs 
based on isometric drawings. They demonstrated their skills by designing and printing 3D parts 
that were attached to our class robots to perform a task. Later in the second quarter we began 
our Electronics unit. Students are building circuits and learning how to design a circuit to solve a 
real world problem using switches, transistors, and resistors. 
 
Investigating Computer Science - Students in 7th and 8th grade developed an understanding 
of computer science and programming as a method for problem solving. Using the Scratch  
programming website (scratch.mit.edu), students demonstrated programming and  
troubleshooting skills by designing and developing various games that met specific programming 
requirements. Over second quarter, students continued learning computer programming  
concepts and demonstrating those skills in the Scratch programming language. Students applied 
programming skills to build a game to meet requirements. Students researched video game  
genres and history, and then demonstrated skills by programming a game of their choosing. 
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BAND, ORCHESTRA 

Band 

Concert Band Blue (6th grade) started the year by focusing on developing skills in music  
reading, tone production, and articulation by playing exercises from the Sound Innovations 
method book.  Concert Band Gold (7th grade)  reviewed skills from last year and prepared 
music for the Winter Band Concert. Symphonic Band (all 8th grade and some 7th grade)  
performed next to all of the APS middle and high school bands during the APS Marching Band 
Showcase on October 24th. They also performed during the Fleet ES Halloween Parade/
Dance Party on October 31st. All band classes have been developing instrument care habits 
through our Maintenance Monday routine. All TJMS Bands Performed for the Winter Band 
Concert on Tuesday, December 10th at 7:00 PM in the TJMS Theatre.  
 
During second quarter, all band students presented an outstanding Winter Concert on  
December 10.  Since the Winter Concert, each band has started learning three pieces of music 
for our Assessment performances (which are like an “SOL” exam for band, orchestra, and  
chorus.)  Concert Band classes have been performing from the Sound Innovations Method 
Book to develop music reading and performance skills. They are also preparing to perform  
during the Wakefield Pre-Assessment Concert on March 4 and the APS Band Assessment on 
March 19.  Symphonic Band classes have been working on playing major scales and  
preparing their music for District Band Assessment.  They will perform at the W-L  
Pre-Assessment Concert on February 27 and the VBODA District 12 Middle School Band  
Assessment on Saturday, March 14 at Langley High School.   

Orchestra 

Jefferson’s String Ensemble has spent the first quarter learning ensemble playing and  
individual musical skills, such as posture, tone production, and tuning instruments using a tuner 
app, students are getting a start on “Orchestra Karate” to determine their level of experience. 
The Chamber Orchestra and Virtuosi had seating auditions, and worked on technical skills, like 
tone production, scales, arpeggios, new rhythms and shifting. Both of these ensembles  
performed wonderfully in the Fall Pops Concert on October 26th. Members from the Chamber  
and Virtuosi classes also took part in a chamber music performance at the the PTA-sponsored 
Fall Harvest Festival on the 28th.  All classes got a start on writing final reflections and  
presented for the Winter Orchestra Concert on Tuesday, December 13th.  
 
Over second quarter, our orchestras’ biggest accomplishment was the Winter Concert in  
December which featured the 6th, 7th and 8th grade orchestras and the TJ Jazz String  
Orchestra.  Other than all the work that students did to learn all this music, the second quarter 
was filled with sight reading skills development, scales, bowing patterns, finger patterns and 
lots of good music.  The Beginning Orchestra 6th Grade Orchestra has developed into a true 
orchestra and learned several full string orchestra pieces as well as some seasonal favorites 
such as Frosty the Snowman. The Jazz String Orchestra has come a long way and is getting 
ready for a few Farmers Market Concert to raise funds for the program.  Students enjoyed 15 
flash-mob holiday concerts to celebrate Winter Break. The TJMS Orchestras are getting ready 
for District XII Assessment at Kenmore Middle School.  
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Visual Arts 

Each of Ms. Shepardson’s students began the year by making a sketchbook that will be used 
throughout the semester.  6th grade artists learned about line, value and shading and then used 
these drawing skills to create “Wanted” posters and maps on paper that they aged with different 
techniques.  In ceramics they made round boxes with emoji lids which they glazed in bright  
colors. 7th grade visual arts students used drawing skills to make stunning black and white 
drawings; most chose to portray animals in three different views.  Both 7th and 8th grade  
students made color drawings about their identity. Many began with a tracing of their silhouette 
that they filled with personal imagery and colors. 8th graders also created black and white  
drawings based on observation demonstrating the progress that they have made over the 
past  three years.  
 
This quarter, 8th grade students made puzzle boxes in clay They also made an artwork of their 
choice that expressed an Emotion, almost all were amazing and thoughtful. 7th grade students 
built sculptures from paper that showed humor; after that they worked more traditionally in clay, 
with everyone completing a box. Then they went on to the precise work of drawing in two point 
perspective. 6th grade students also did perspective drawing, mostly one point perspective. 
They did a fair amount of painting too, working on mixing and blending.  All art students across 
grade levels painted pictures of trees. Every painting that was turned in was part of the County 
wide art show. It looked impressive to see so many trees, each with their own distinct  
personality.  

 

Chorus 

All chorus students had the opportunity to perform at the PTA and Garden Committee's Fall 
Harvest Celebration on October 18th. In addition, several students auditioned for the Virginia 
Music Educators Association District XII Honors Chorus and the Arlington Middle School Honors 
Chorus. Ten students were accepted into the District Honor Choir and seven were accepted in 
the Arlington Honors Chorus. All classes are beginning a new IB unit on performing with  
technical accuracy in preparation for their winter performance, which took place on Tuesday, 
December 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the TJMS theater. The 7th and 8th grade students also prepared 
for their Choral Pyramid Concert on January 16th at Washington Liberty High School.  
 
During the second marking period, chorus students in 6th, 7th and 8th grades performed a  
successful Winter Concert in the TJMS Theater on December 17. After these performances, 
students continued their study of music literacy through reflection, vocabulary and sight singing. 
Several students participated in the Arlington Honors Chorus on January 25  and District Honors 
Choir on February 7 & 8. Chorus students in 7th and 8th grade are preparing to be judged at 
their District Assessment (our version of the SOL) taking place Saturday, March 21 at Kenmore 
Middle School  



EL Team 
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EL TEAM, IB PROGRAMME, IPAD PROGRAM 

The HILT/ESOL team is now known as the EL Team. EL stands for English Learner. Students in 
the program will be called ELs. This change is countywide and will be reflected in all of our  
communication going forward.  
 
During First Quarter, ELs were assessed in the following ways: PALS (Phonemic Awareness + 
reading fluency), Reading Inventory (reading comprehension), and Writing Prompt (organization/
paragraphing, grammar/punctuation and vocabulary usage). If you are interested in seeing and 
discussing your child’s scores, please contact Ana Rodriguez in the Counseling Department to 
make an appointment. The best way to contact her is by email: ana.rodriguez2@apsva.us.  
Ms. Rodriguez is here on Mondays and Tuesdays this year, on those days she can also be 
reached at (703)228-5911. We are currently working with grade level teams and students to  
finalize EL Accommodations (formerly known as LEP Accommodations). You will receive this  
information sometime during Second Quarter. When it arrives, we will ask that you sign and  
return the one form to show that you have received this information and that you agree with it. 
Again, feel free to call Ms. Rodriguez if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 
EL Accommodations. 
 
This year we welcome Stephanie Washington to our EL Department. She comes to us from  
Alexandria City Public Schools and is excited to be at TJMS. 

IB Programme 

Please remember to check out our IB Middle Years Programme Newsletters form the first  
semester. Join us in celebrating our IB Learn Profile Students of the Month! Learn about the  
latest news on our written curriculum. We put a spotlight on authentic assessment and learning 
activities. See what our students are doing for service learning and the Community Project. 
Learn how we develop and review our four required policies on academic honesty, assessment, 
inclusion and language. And discover how we promote international mindedness. All of these 
policies are translated into the most spoken languages at Jefferson: Spanish, Mongolian,  
Amharic and Arabic. Read about all that and more here. 

iPad Program 

To support personalized learning, it is important that students bring their iPads to school every 
day fully charged. iPads are essential to daily classroom activities.  Also, iPads will be used for 
SOL testing in the spring.  Help us encourage our students to develop and maintain strong hab-
its pertaining to responsibility now.  It may help to place the student’s backpack next to a charg-
ing iPad overnight to prepare for the next school day. Students should report all issues concern-
ing their iPads to their TA teachers.  It is hoped that devices will return from repair within 10 busi-
ness days.  Arlington County policy now states that students will be charged for non-accidental 
damage: 
                                                            iPad Costs 

 

 
 

Battery  
$60 

Headphone Jack  
$50 

Complete replacement  
$279.01 

Cracked Glass  
$50 

Digitizer  
$50 

 

Case  
$32 

Home Button  
$40 

Power Supply  
$27.08 

USB Cable  
 $11.96 

Charger Port  
 $45 

https://jefferson.apsva.us/ib-programme-newsletter/


Orchestra 
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Gifted Program 

Geography teacher Rachel Payne and I sat down to plan a rigorous research unit on Latin 

America. For this unit we were able to combine our expertise to form an in-depth learning 

experience for all students. The process was writing intensive and involved a lot of  

modeling, revising, and one-on-one meetings with students. The final products showed an 

improvement in students’ ability to conduct credible research and breakthroughs in the  

writing ability of most students.  

 

The Geography CLT has decided to carry the success of Ms. Payne’s writing intensive unit 

over to the DBQ project. Mr. Bittner and I implemented similar writing lessons with direct  

application to the DBQ project - Is Chocolate Good for the Ivory Coast? We saw  

improvement students’ ability to make and support claims, to use textual evidence, and to 

form rigorous, high level sentences and paragraphs. This work will continue with all  

Geography CLTs.  

 

It was also great to be present for the incredible Community and Change unit in 7th grade. 

Five different groups of student activists met with me to record their ideas in podcast form. 

We used a Roadcaster to record professional-sounding podcasts and audacity as our  

recording software. I consulted recording expert Charlie Moos from SiriusXM to ensure that 

our products were polished and ready for the audience which included county board mem-

bers, school board members and administrators.  

 

Genius hour has also continued during YJP. Currently our projects have an incredibly wide 

range.  One of our student athletes at Jefferson is volunteering to play basketball with a 

group of girls at Alice Fleet in order to fulfil her passion of sports and working with kids. We 

have two text-based coding projects that have resulted in completely original video games 

that can be played by kids in class. And my favorite project - an 8th grader has decided to 

experiment with GIVING UP SOCIAL MEDIA. A feat that has proven very difficult and  

interesting to the entire class. 
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A Message From Counseling 

A MESSAGE FROM COUNSELING 

We are excited about all the 2019-20 school year has in store.  Our Yellowjackets are diligently 
working to acquire new skills both in and out of the classroom.  Whether it is joining an  
after-school club, playing a new sport or finally understanding how to convert proportions, 
TJMS is the place to make it happen.   
 
It is important to us that our students have the opportunity to drive their own social-emotional 
learning.  During the month of October, students completed a needs assessment which allows 
counselors to have a better understanding of topics our students would like to discuss.  This 
year, survey results have suggested students would like to learn how to best manage stress.  
As a department, we will explore interventions for decreasing stress and building protective  
behaviors that help students regulate mind and body.   
 
8

th
 graders participated in Signs of Suicide (S.O.S.) a depression awareness and suicide  

prevention program that encourages students to seek help if they are  
concerned about themselves or a friend.  The acronym A.C.T. (Acknowledge-
Care-Tell) is used to remind students to acknowledge there is a problem, show 
you care and tell a trusted adult if they, or a friend, are in danger.   
 
Our annual 8

th
 Grade Career Day took place on Monday, November 25

th
.  If you 

are interested in presenting next year, we would love to have you join us. Please reach out to 
Ms. Russo susan.russo@apsva.us or Dr. Woody-Pope tiffini.woodypope@apsva.us for  
additional information.  
 
As we move through the 1

st
 semester, 1st Quarter Report Cards will provide an overview of 

how well your child is progressing through a course.  For students earning a D or below, grade 
level principals and school counselors are meeting with students to explore strategies for  
improving achievement. Please let us know if additional support is needed.  
 
Finally, we would like to welcome Mr. Dante Hicks as our new Director of Counseling Services.  
Mr. Hicks brings a wealth of information and direct experience as a former School Counselor 
and Assistant Principal of Williamsburg Middle School.  We are excited to have him as the new 
leader of our team! 

Our Counseling Staff:  
Dante Hicks: Director of Counseling  
703-228-5907/ Dante.Hicks@apsva.us   

 
Amelia Black: 7th grade Counselor 
703-228-5897/ Amelia.Black@apsva.us 

Jasmine Burton: 6th grade Counselor 
703-228-5864/ Jasmine.Burton@apsva.us  

Susan Russo: 8th grade Counselor 
703-228-8779/ Susan.Russo@apsva.us  
  

Tiffini Woody-Pope: Projects Counselor 
703-228-5899/ Tiffini.WoodyPope@apsva.us 

Ana Rodriguez: HILT Counselor  
703-228-5911/ Ana.Rodriguez2@apsva.us 

Kim Chisolm: Substance Abuse Counselor 
703-228-5873/ Kim.Chisolm@apsva.us  

 

mailto:susan.russo@apsva.us
mailto:tiffini.woodypope@apsva.us
mailto:%20dante.hicks@apsva.us
mailto:Amelia.Black@apsva.us
mailto:Jasmine.Burton@apsva.us
mailto:Susan.Russo@apsva.us
mailto:Tiffini.WoodyPope@apsva.us
mailto:Ana.Rodriguez2@apsva.us
mailto:%20Kim.Chisolm@apsva.us
mailto:Sonia.ZorillaZuniga@apsva.us
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News from the Library First Quarter 

It’s hard to believe the first quarter is behind us.  The library was extremely busy 1
st
 quarter  

hosting orientations for every student at Jefferson.  The focus on this year’s orientation was 
teaching students to access our online card catalog, Destiny Discover, our digital book collection, 
and our databases through Canvas.  This new feature allows 24/7 easy access to library  
resources.   
 
Remember that student iPads (or any student device, really) can be used to access our great  
collection of e-books and e-audiobooks for free.  When students search in Destiny Discover and 
find a digital book to read or listen to, they tap on Check Out.  Then they will either go to their 
Mackin or to Destiny Read app to download so they can read/listen without needing wifi.   
Students were shown and set up with their apps during orientations, but they should come chat 
with us in the library again if they have questions.   
 
Because of the great success from last year, we have continued our online magazine  
subscriptions through Flipster! Follow the steps below to get access: 

 

• Download Flipster from the app catalog 

• When you are prompted to Find my library, make sure you type Jefferson  
     Middle and pick the one in Arlington, VA 

• User name: jeffersonmiddle     Password: jefferson18! 
*** Don’t forget to include the exclamation mark in your password*** 
 
The Library Canvas Course is up and running.  This course provides information to help students 
with research, finding a book to read next, and getting notifications about events happening in the 
library.  The library staff is also using the Canvas Course to message students about overdue 
books.   
 
TAB (Teen Advisory Board) Club started in October and is off to a fantastic start.  This year we 
have 80 students participating.  TAB meets every other Wednesday in the library during student 
lunches.  During our meetings, students share and recommend books to the group.  At the  
conclusion of the school year, TAB members vote on the year’s top ten favorite books.  This list is 
shared with the Arlington Public Library.  On Wednesday November 20

th
 TAB members will travel 

to Swanson and have the opportunity to meet and listen to Ibi Zoboi talk about her book My life as 
an ice cream sandwich. 

 
Every month the library hosts a program called “Crafting During Lunch,” which gives students  
opportunities to design and create.  During our first event this year, students worked with paper 
circuits to create spiders with eyes that light up.  The next event will take place after Thanksgiving 
and students will construct duct tape pencil cases.    
 
The library welcomed 7

th
 graders to the library during science project research.  We reminded  

students how to access online encyclopedias and databases using Canvas.  Students also  
updated their NoodleTools accounts for the new year (going in through Canvas) and practiced  
citing sources using the APA format.  Writing a bibliography is *so* much easier than it was when 
their teachers were in school!! 
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who shopped at our book fair.  The money raised goes right back 
to the library. 
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News from the Library Second Quarter 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

Second quarter has sped by.  In addition to all the classes and book checkouts, the Library  
hosted the Geography Bee and had monthly library crafts during lunchtimes. 
 
TAB Club 
TAB Club is continuing to meet every 2 weeks during lunches to discuss what we’re reading, 
what we like or dislike about the books, and to whom we’d recommend the books.  We just got a 
bunch of new TAB books--students should come check out the TAB cart in the Library any time 
the library is open.  The TAB Canvas course has documents with all the 2019-2020 TAB books.  
We want TAB Club members to read widely--especially from our designated TAB books.   
Students should be completing quick reviews of books read; the reviews are important because 
they let us know which books are our students’ favorites: at the end of the year, we compile a 
Top 10 list, which is circulated in Arlington school and public libraries. 
 
The All-TAB author this year was writer Ibi Zoboi.  We traveled to Swanson Middle School on 
November 20th to hear Ibi Zoboi talk about her life, her book, and the writing process.  She also 
signed the free copies of Zoboi’s My life as an ice cream sandwich that students were given. 
 
Digital collections 
In addition to the books on our shelves in the Jefferson Library, Jefferson students also have free 
access to digital magazines, e-books, and e-audiobooks.  There are logins and passwords, 
which can be found in the Jefferson Library course in Canvas.  Flipster is a collection of  
magazines (accessible through a free app that can be downloaded on iPads).  There are sports, 
news, cooking, Minecraft, academic, and teen magazines, magazines in English, French, and 
Spanish.  Students were all shown Flipster in classes, but they should come to the library if they 
have questions. 
Destiny Discover is the APS online catalog.  You can search for e-books and e-audiobooks, 
check them out, and download them to iPads so they can be read/listened to offline. 
 
American Library Association Youth Media Awards 
In January, the ALA announced its 2020 awards to the top books and audiobooks for children 
and young adults.  Many of these books are already in the Jefferson Library.  We will be adding 
most of the rest of the books once they have been ordered.  Please visit our website for the  
complete list of titles available as e-books or e-audiobooks! 

https://jefferson.apsva.us/american-library-association-youth-media-awards/

