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Why
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What we believe about the 
practice of assessment:
• Consistent - Grading practices should vary 

little from teacher to teacher.

• Transparent - It should be clear how grades 
are determined.

• Fair - Grades are about what students can do 
and know, not work habits and participation.
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Principles of Assessment
Learning together to understand and improve 
ourselves, our futures, and our world.

• Authentic, rigorous and student-centered

• Give meaningful, timely feedback 

• Improve teaching by addressing student needs

• Transfer skills across subject areas

• Foster a positive attitude toward learning

• Promote creative and critical thinking

• Reflect international-mindedness 
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Consider:

• What does a “C-” tell us about what a student 
can or can’t do in a class?

• What is a student’s strengths and 
weaknesses?

• How are we consistent, transparent and 
fair in our grading practices?
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What to change
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What 
might the 
new 
report 
card look 
like?
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Assessments based on criteria 
SUBJECT  CRITERION A CRITERION B CRITERION C CRITERION D

 Language and 
 literature Analyzing Organizing Producing text Using language

 Language acquisition Comprehending spoken & 
visual text

Comprehending written 
and visual text

Communicating in 
response to spoken 
and/or written and/or 
visual text.

Using language in spoken 
and/or written form

 Individuals and  
 societies
 

Knowing and understanding Investigating Communicating Thinking critically

 Sciences Knowing and understanding Inquiring and designing Processing and 
evaluating

Reflecting on the impacts 
of science

 Mathematics  Knowing and understanding  Investigating patterns Communicating  Applying mathematics in 
real-life contexts

 Arts Knowing and understanding Developing skills Thinking creatively Responding

 Physical and health   
 education Using knowledge Planning for performance  Applying and performing Reflecting and improving 

performance

 Design Inquiring and analyzing Developing ideas Creating the solution Evaluating

 Projects Investigating Planning Taking action Reflecting
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Grade Boundaries Grade Description

A 28-32 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates comprehensive, nuanced understanding of 
concepts and contexts. Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers 
knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex classroom and real-world situations.

B+ 24-27 Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive understanding of concepts and 
contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in 
familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often with independence.

B
 

19-23 Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of concepts and context. Demonstrates 
critical and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and 
real-world situations, and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

C+ 16-18 Produces good quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most concepts and contexts with few 
misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills 
with some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in unfamiliar situations.

C 10-15 Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of many concepts and context, with 
occasionally significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical and creative thinking. Is 
often inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar classrooms situations.

D+ 8-9 Produce work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant gaps in understanding for many concepts 
and context. Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of knowledge and 
skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills.D 6-7

E 1-5 Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most 
concepts and contexts. Rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using knowledge and 
skills.
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How could we 
change?
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Inappropriate practices:

• Averaging grades
• Giving zeros
• Categories of homework, quizzes, 

tests, and classwork
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Formative Assessment 

Assessment for learning, not for 
grading, but it may be reported. 
Examples:
• Homework
• Exit tickets
• Quizzes
• Google forms
• 1 sentence summary
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Summative Assessment 

Assessment of learning (it 
determines grades), at least two 
summatives for each criterion. 
• Tests
• Essays
• Projects
• Performances
• Presentations
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Each # is determined by a rubric
Math Year 1 (6th Grade) Criterion A
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Student

 

Formative* 
Homework
Max 8

Formative* 
Quiz
Max 8

Formative* 
Exit-ticket
Max 8

Criterion A
Unit Test
Max 8

Criterion A
Project
Max 8

Criterion A
DBQ
Max 8

Criterion A
Slide-deck
Max 8

Criterion A
Essay
Max 8

Final 
score 
Criterion A
Max 8

Johnny 2 6 4 5 6 7 7 7 7

Sussie 1 1 2 5 6 5 5 5 5

The gradebook might be like this:
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Instead of averaging, look for

Patterns in the data including:
• Increasing performance
• Consistency
• Mitigating circumstances

To determine a criterion level final 
score.
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7 8 8 8

5 56 6

Total Score = 31; Grade = A

Total Score = 22; Grade = B
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  Student Name
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What are my students learning?
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Which assessments determine grades?

Individual & Societies - US History  
MYP Year 1 - 6th Grade
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Summary of Proposed Changes

1. Base letter grades on the sum of subject specific criterion level 
totals according to MYP boundary levels. Eliminate grades based on 
percentages. 

2. Align all summative assessments with appropriate MYP subject 
criteria. Formatives may be reported, but do not determine the final 
grades.

3. Create a report card that reports student scores on every standard.

4. Eliminate interim grade reports, because at the reporting deadline a 
range of summative assessments may not have been given yet.

5. Create Community Project class for 2nd semester 8th grade 
students to be assessed on the IB MYP project criteria. 

6. Classes that do not offer letter grades (Functional Life Skills, 
Reading Strategies and Math Strategies) retain the OSU scale.  



© International Baccalaureate Organization 2016 


