
Thomas Jefferson Middle School PTA Minutes 
Back to School Night 

September 20, 2018; TJMS Library 
 
Molly DeMaret-Tahu, President 
Keisha Boggan, VP and Principal 
Reidy Brown, VP Outdoor Learning 
Laura Ferguson, VP Programs and Fundraising 
Maggie Hershey, Treasurer 
Audrey Tsai, Secretary 
 
Approximately 50 adults were present at the meeting, which was held immediately before Back to School Night. 
Approximately 2 adults used Spanish interpretation.  Reidy Brown broadcast the meeting on Facebook Live.  
 

I. Molly DeMaret-Tahu called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  She introduced the board members.  
 
II. Principal’s report: Keisha Boggan  

a. All Back to School Night videos are on the Jefferson website under the Academic Teams tab. 
b. Introduction of Assistant Principals, Director of Counseling, and the IB Coordinator. 
c. At the start of this school year, Jefferson has 426 6th graders, 351 7th graders, and 363 8th graders for a total of 

1140 students. This makes the student population 95 more students than last year. This is also 100 more 
students than Swanson and about 200 more students than Kenmore.  

d. Ms Boggan introduced the Lemonade Committee (formerly know as the Hospitality Committee). Ms. 
Rotchford, Ms. Bennett, and Mr. Malinosky.  The committee holds events for the staff to keep morale up 
during the construction process. They would appreciate donations of gift cards, donations from local 
businesses, and any other items to help make Jefferson a great place to work.  

e. Mr. Malinosky, IB Coordinator: service learning has been updated on the Jefferson IB section of the website as 
well as the service learning calendar. He will speak on service learning and the 8th grade project at the next 
PTA meeting.  

 
III. President’s report: Molly DeMaret-Tahu 

a. Membership is currently at 100+. There were a total of 200 families in the PTA last school year. 
b. Communications from the PTA are as follows: The Buzz – a weekly email.  The PTA Listserv.  Links to join are 

on the PTA website. 
c. The new Parent Handbook created this summer is on the home page of the Jefferson website and the 

Jefferson PTA website. 
d. There is a Jefferson PTA Facebook page: TJMS PTA, it is the one with the yellow and blue yellow jacket. 
e. Fundraising needs families to link their loyalty cards to Giant and Harris Teeter – you need to re-link every 

year. Also, remember to purchase Amazon items through the AmazonSmile site (smile.amazon.com). For 
more details and signup links, see the PTA webpage. 

f. There is a Box Top TA competition going on now. Remember to label Box Tops with the TA name and make 
sure they are not expired.  

g. There will be Restaurant Nights this year.  Ms. Boggan noted that Jefferson (not the PTA) holds a Honey Baked 
Ham fundraiser (3x year) as well. 

h. The Harvest Festival, Oct. 19th,  needs an organizer. Chorus will be singing, there will be pumpkins, a movie, 
apples, cider and pizza. 

i. Reflections, chaired by Polly Hall, will be “Hero’s Around Me” this year.  
j. Literacy events this year will include: Booktopia, a used book sale, and a read-a-thon. 
k. The Garden club is starting up tomorrow, Friday, September 21. Enid Dunbar is the staff sponsor. 6th and 7th 

graders can earn service credits and 8th graders may be able to create an independent service project using 
the garden. 

 
IV. Treasurer’s report: Maggie Hershey 

a. The audit went well  
b. The membership Approved the audit by unanimous vote. 
c. The proposed budget includes increases in both income and expenses.  
d. The membership Approved the budget by unanimous vote. 

 
V. CCPTA report: Susan Leland  

a. No report, CCPTA hasn’t met yet. 



 
 
 
 

VI. Volunteer Opportunities and Upcoming Events 
a. School photos are on Tuesday, September 25th. Order forms should have gone home with students. There is a 

link on the Facebook page to order in advance.  There is a very short window to order after the pictures have 
been taken. Retakes are in November. 

b. The Advisory Council on Instruction (ACI) needs a representative. 
c. Jefferson is working to implement the Food Bus. Unopened food items will be available to students first and 

then sent to AFAC. There is a possibility of earning service hours for this.  
d. Honor Roll celebrations needs volunteers at the end of each quarter.  
e. There is a year-at-a-glance calendar on the PTA website and the Facebook page. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by Audrey Tsai, Secretary 
 
 


