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 SYLLABUS for HILTEX A Language Arts Middle School 

Teacher: Mrs. Jennifer Bogdan 

 

Welcome to HILTEX A English and Reading!  It is a 

pleasure to have you in class.  I hope this will be a 

challenging, worthwhile experience that helps you grow as a 

learner, grow as a reader and writer, and advances your 

knowledge of English. 

 

Course Objectives 

Our course follows the grades 6-8 Virginia English Standards of Learning (SOLs).  We also 

incorporate the state WIDA English language proficiency standards. This course seeks to 

improve your proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking English, to prepare you 

for success in your future academic work. 

 

In this course you will learn to: 

Communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success 

 in the content area of Language Arts. 

(WIDA Standard 3) 

 

And you will: 

Read (SOL 6.4-6.6, 7.4-7.6, 8.4-8.6) 

• Expand your vocabulary knowledge 

• Read, comprehend and analyze a variety of literary texts, including narratives, 

narrative nonfiction, poetry, and drama 

• Read, comprehend and analyze a variety of non-fiction texts 

 

Write (SOL 6.7-6.8, 7.7-7.8, 8.7-8.8) 

• Develop narrative, expository and persuasive writing 

• Develop your writer’s voice 

• Use new vocabulary and grammar in writing; edit writing 

 

Research (SOL 6.9, 7.9, 8.9) 

• Use a variety of reference materials to create a research product 

 

Develop Oral Language (SOL 6.1-6.3, 7.1-7.3, 8.1-8.3) 

• Use new vocabulary and grammar structures when speaking 

• Make oral presentations 

• Produce, analyze and evaluate media messages 

• Share ideas with partners and small groups 

• Develop skills in listening for key information 
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Main Texts                                                                    

For reading & writing:  

• Cengage National Geographic 

• novels 

 

For grammar & writing:  

• Side by Side (Level 3) 

• Write Source  

 

 

 

Planned course sequence 

Topics/Genre Focus Timeline SOL When/How Assessed 

Reading: historical fiction, 

growing up, poetry 

Writing: narrative 

Oral Language: 

past/present/future, continuous 

tense, count/noncount nouns, 

imperatives 

Sept. 

 

Oct. 

 

Nov. 

6.4-6.6, 

7.4-7.6, 

8.4-8.6 

SOL 6.7-

6.8, 7.7-

7.8, 8.7-

8.8 SOL 

6.1-6.3, 

7.1-7.3, 

8.1-8.3 

Weekly vocabulary and spelling 

quizzes, reading response 

journals, comprehension checks, 

reading log, Quizlet, 

noredink.com, read aloud 

Reading:  narrative nonfiction 

Writing: descriptive, writing 

summaries to make a pop-up 

book 

Oral Language: might, 

comparative/superlative 

adjectives, should, possessive 

pronouns 

Nov. 

 

 

Dec. 

 

 

Jan. 

6.4-6.6, 

7.4-7.6, 

8.4-8.6 

SOL 6.7-

6.8, 7.7-

7.8, 8.7-

8.8 SOL 

6.1-6.3, 

7.1-7.3, 

8.1-8.3 

 

Weekly vocabulary and spelling 

quizzes, reading response 

journals, comprehension checks, 

reading log, Quizlet, 

noredink.com, read alouds 

Reading: biography 

Writing: persuasive  

Oral Language: adverbs, 

comparative of adverbs, if 

clauses 

Feb. 

 

Mar.  

 

April 

6.4-6.6, 

7.4-7.6, 

8.4-8.6 

SOL 6.7-

6.8, 7.7-

7.8, 8.7-

8.8 SOL 

6.1-6.3, 

7.1-7.3, 

Weekly vocabulary and spelling 

quizzes, reading response 

journals, comprehension checks, 

reading log, Quizlet, 

noredink.com, read alouds 
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8.1-8.3 

Reading: novel study 

Writing: research 

Oral Language: 

April 

 

May  

 

June 

6.4-6.6, 

7.4-7.6, 

8.4-8.6 

SOL 6.7-

6.8, 7.7-

7.8, 8.7-

8.8 SOL 

6.1-6.3, 

7.1-7.3, 

8.1-8.3 

Final personal project 

Weekly vocabulary and spelling 

quizzes,  comp. checks, reading 

log, personal project 

presentation, Quizlet, 

noredink.com, read alouds 

 

 

Materials Needed 

➢ 4 spiral notebooks (writing journal, grammar,  

o Reading log, vocabulary notebook) 

➢ Writing utensils 

➢ Dictionary (bilingual or English) 

➢ Colored pencils and pencil sharpener 

➢ 2 red pens 

 

Grading 

Grades are based on how well you meet the objectives for the assignment.  The first table 

explains the grading scale.  The second table explains how much each type of assignment 

will count towards your final grade. 

 

GRADING SCALE 

Letter 

Grade 

Percentages Quality 

Points 

       A 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 

99, 100 

4.0 

       B+ 87, 88, 89 3.5 

       B 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86 3.0 

       C+ 77, 78, 79 2.5 

       C 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76 2.0 

       D+ 67, 68, 69 1.5 

       D 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 1.0 

       E 0 – 59 0.0 

 

 

Grade Calculation 

Tests 30% 
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• Students are expected to turn in work on time. Students have a day of grace for 

every day they are absent before the due date.  

• Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior. 

• Quarterly grades will round up when the percentage is .5 or higher. 

Academic Honesty: 

 

• Students are expected to adhere to the TJMS Academic Honesty Policy. See the 

TJMS Student Handbook for more information. 

 

• In addition to achievement, work habits as noted in the report card comments will be 

evaluated for each course using the following symbols: 

+ = Surpasses Expectations 

# = Meets Expectations 

^ = Approaching Expectations 

N = Needs Improvement 

Final Grades 

Students who meet the guidelines to move to the next language proficiency level (Level 4) 

receive a P for the Year Grade.  If students do not meet the guidelines to move to the 

next proficiency level, they receive an S if their work over four quarters was satisfactory 

or a U if their work was unsatisfactory.   They will repeat the same proficiency level.  The 

guidelines are: 

 

 Writing 4.0+ Reading  70%  ACCESS for ELLs 4.0 

(gr 6-7) 

ACCESS for ELLs 4.0 

(gr 8) 

 

 

Expectations 

I expect you to: 

• Read for 20-25 minutes every day a chapter book of your choice. Record your time 

and pages in your Reading Log, and write a short summary of what you read. 

• Review your vocabulary notebook and spelling every night. 

• Be on time to class with your supplies and completed homework ready. 

• Be kind and respectful to those around you. 

 

Quizzes 25% 

Performance 25% 

Classwork 10% 

Homework 10% 

Please check at your school to see if 

these are the symbols currently in use 
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Let’s have a great year! 

 

 

              

Student Signature     Parent or Guardian Signature   

 

              

Teacher Signature     Administrator Signature 
 

 


