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SYLLABUS for HILTEX B Reading
Teacher: Lauren Negrete
Email: lauren.negrete@apsva.us

Welcome to HILTEX B Reading!  It is a pleasure to have you in class.  I hope this will be a challenging, worthwhile experience that helps you grow as a learner, grow as a reader and writer, and advances your knowledge of English.

Course Objectives
Our course follows the grades 6-8 Virginia English Standards of Learning (SOLs).  We also incorporate the state WIDA English language proficiency standards. This course seeks to improve your proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking English, to prepare you for success in your future academic work.
In this course you will learn to:

Communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success
 in the content area of Language Arts.
(WIDA Standard 3)
And you will:

Read (SOL 6.4-6.6, 7.4-7.6, 8.4-8.6)
· Expand your vocabulary knowledge
· [image: image2.wmf]Read, comprehend and analyze a variety of literary texts, including narratives, narrative nonfiction, poetry, and drama
· Read, comprehend and analyze a variety of non-fiction texts

Write (SOL 6.7-6.8, 7.7-7.8, 8.7-8.8)[image: image3.png]Wins!ne
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· Use new vocabulary and grammar in writing; edit writing
Research (SOL 6.9, 7.9, 8.9)
· Use a variety of reference materials to create a research product
Develop Oral Language (SOL 6.1-6.3, 7.1-7.3, 8.1-8.3)
· [image: image4.wmf]Use new vocabulary and grammar structures when speaking

· Make oral presentations
· Produce, analyze and evaluate media messages

· Share ideas with partners and small groups

· Develop skills in listening for key information
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Main Texts                                                                   
· Cengage National Geographic
· novels
Proposed course sequence

	Sequence 
	Focus 

	1st
First Quarter 


	· Reading focus:  Compare fiction and nonfiction / figurative language / analyze plot, character, setting / analyze text features 
· Language focus: making comparisons / using present and past tense verbs / summarizing 

	2nd
Second Quarter 

	· Reading focus:  determine viewpoints / word origins: Greek and Latin roots / analyze author’s purpose and tone / analyze plot and theme
· Language focus: summarizing / clarifying and verifying / using prepositions / subject and predicate nouns
· Novel: TBD

	3rd
Third Quarter 
	· Reading focus:  text structures / context clues: multiple meanings / compare media / determine viewpoints
· Language focus: expressing opinions / justifying / elaborating / complex and compound sentences 
· Quarter Project: TBD

	4th
Fourth Quarter 
	· Reading focus:  analyze arguments / context clues: denotation and connotation / technical language / figurative language / analyze plot and theme / analyze evidence
· Language focus: persuading / negotiating / present perfect tense verbs / participles
· Novel: TBD
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Materials Needed
· School issued iPad, charged daily

· Spiral notebooks 
· Writing utensils
· Dictionary (bilingual or English)
Grading
Grades are based on how well you meet the objectives for the assignment.  The table explains the grading scale for non-IB assignments.  
	GRADING SCALE

	Letter Grade
	Percentages
	Quality Points

	       A
	90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100
	4.0

	       B+
	87, 88, 89
	3.5

	       B
	80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86
	3.0

	       C+
	77, 78, 79
	2.5

	       C
	70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76
	2.0

	       D+
	67, 68, 69
	1.5

	       D
	60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66
	1.0

	       E
	0 – 59
	0.0


· Students are expected to turn in work on time. Students have a day of grace for every day they are absent before the due date. 
· Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.
· Quarterly grades will round up when the percentage is .5 or higher.
Academic Honesty:
· Students are expected to adhere to the TJMS Academic Honesty Policy. See the TJMS Student Handbook for more information.
· In addition to achievement, work habits as noted in the report card comments will be evaluated for each course using the following symbols:
+ = Surpasses Expectations

# = Meets Expectations

^ = Approaching Expectations

N = Needs Improvement
Expectations
I expect you to:

· Read for 30 minutes every day a book of your choice. 

· Be on time to class with your supplies and completed homework ready.

· Be kind and respectful to those around you.
