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APS	to	Redistrict	High	Schools	to	Balance		

Student	Numbers	

By	Wyatt	Shoelson	

 

What high school do kids in your neighborhood attend? The answer to that ques-

tion could be changing over the next few years. 

 

This is because in late 2016, APS signed a plan to redistrict its high schools. Accord-

ing to the APS website, the purpose of this plan was “to balance enrollment among 

the three APS comprehensive high schools by the 2020-21 school year.”  Put simp-

ly, they want to even out the numbers of people that go to each school, so that no 

one school is more crowded than another. It is also to diversify the student body at 

each school. 

 

When their work is done, 

all of us here at TJ now 

will be in high school al-

ready—either in 10th, 

11th, or 12th grade. 

 

This map (left)	shows the 

plan for the new districts. 

The numbers represent 

the expected change in 

the number of students 

that will attend the 

school. 

 

This redistricting is be-

coming more and more 

necessary because of the 

increasing number 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						(continued	on	page	2) 
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APS	High	School	Redistricting	

(continued	from	page	1)	

 

students	who	are	attending	high	school	in	Arlington.	Washington-Lee	is	the	most	overcrowded	of	all	the	APS	high	schools,	and	is	

projected	by	APS	to	have	more	than	2,300	students	in	the	2017-18	school	year,	compared	to	1,941	at	Yorktown	and	1,968	at	

Wake<ield.	This	means	that	Washington-Lee	will	only	be	accepting	transfer	requests	for	its	IB	and	pre-IB	programs,	and	not	for	

regular	attendance.	The	other	two	schools	will	still	be	accepting	transfers	as	usual,	according	to	APS.		

In	addition	to	the	redistricting,	APS	is	considering	building	a	new	high	school,	or	turning	an	existing	middle	school	into	a	high	

school.	Possible	locations	for	this	include:	

• Kenmore	Middle	School,	which	has	a	good	location	(in	the	middle	of	the	county)	and	adequate	space,	but	does	not	yet	have	all	

the	facilities	a	high	school	might	need,	such	as	a	swimming	pool,	

• Expanding	Washington-Lee,	which	already	has	all	the	facilities	and	space,	but	is	already	extremely	crowded,	according	to	APS;	

or,	

• Expanding	the	existing	Wake<ield	HS	to	accommodate	1,300	more	students.	Like	W-L,	Wake<ield	already	has	all	the	needed	

facilities,	but	this	option	would	not	help	balance	diversity	across	the	existing	high	schools,	APS	admits.	

 

The	new	elementary	school	set	to	open	in	the	TJ	parking	lot	by	2019	still	needs	a	name,		but	perhaps	not	for	long.	A	naming	com-

mittee	has	cut	the	list	of	possible	names	down	to	the	following	<ive	options:	

1)	Alice	West	Fleet	ES:	The	<irst	black	teacher	in	Arlington	to	teach	in	an	all-white	school,	she	helped	break	racial	barriers	in	Ar-

lington.	

2)	Grace	Hopper	ES:		Longtime	Arlington	resident	Grace	Hopper	was	a	Rear	Admiral	in	the	U.S.	Navy,	and	an	acclaimed	computer	

scientist;	

3)	Journey	ES:	The	name	journey	would	refer	to	“the	students’	journey	through	the	building	as	they	explore	our	diverse	world	as	

well	as	the	educational	journey	that	students	and	their	families	experience,”	according	to	APS.	

4)	Liberty	ES:	“This	option	represents	a	name	change	that	maintains	a	connection	to	[Patrick	Henry’s]	existing	name,”	according	to	

APS,	as	the	new	school	would	replace	Patrick	Henry	ES.	

5)	Patrick	Henry	ES:		This	option	would	give	the	school	the	name	of	its	predecessor	down	the	street,	Patrick	Henry,	which	has	held	

that	name	since	1925.	Students	and	staff	will	be	moving	to	the	new	school	from	Patrick	Henry	ES,	but	the	new	school	will	be	larger	

and	can	accommodate	more	students	from	a	bigger	area.	

The	naming	committee	is	supposed	to	make	a	recommendation	about	the	name	to	APS	before	the	end	of	the	school	year.	

New	ES	Next	to	TJ	May	have	a	Name	Soon	

From	Staff	Reports	

A	new	artists’	drawing	

of	the	new	ES,	looking	

at	it	from	over	the	top	

of	TJ.’s	roof.	All	parking	

will	be	underground.	
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How	to	Deal	with	that	SOL	Stress	

By	Lara	Mohamed	

Are	you	feeling	stressed	out	about	your	SOLs?	It	isn’t	just	you—lots	of	other	kids	are	feeling	stressed	as	

well,	because	everyone	wants	a	good	score	and	they	are	sometimes	hard	to	study	for.	Here	are	some	tips	

on	how	to	relieve	the	stress	and	study	better	for	all	your	tests.	
	

First,	you	might	want	to	try	out	these	stress	relievers.	According	to	gentle-stress-relief.com,	going	to	bed	

early,	exercising,	including	walking,	and	breathing	exercises	can	help	relieve	stress.	Also,	meditation	

helps	as	well.	In	addition,	Jane	Collingwood	of	pyschcentral.com	says	that	music	helps	relieve	stress	by	

lowering	our	heart	rate	and	the	level	of	stress	hormones	in	our	bodies.	Collingwood	say	that	classical	

music	and	tapes	of	birdsongs	often	work	best.	
	

To	prepare	for	your	exams,	topuniversities.com	offers	the	following	tips:	

	

• Study	with	a	friend.	If	you	can	explain	something	to	someone	else,	that	means	you	know	it	really	well.	

• 	Practice	on	an	old	test	that’s	been	released	online.		

• Organize	your	workspace	to	help	clear	your	mind.	

• Take	regular	breaks,	and	snack	on	foods	that	help	memory,	such	as	nuts,	yogurt,	and	blueberries.	
• 	

Once	the	test	has	begun,	Helena	Easter,	author	of	“Sol	Test-Taking	Tips,”	suggests	that	should	make	sure	

that	you	write	down	anything	you	remember	on	the	scratch	paper	as	soon	as	you	start.	She	says	to	look	

for	keywords	in	the	questions,	such	as	“not,”	“except,”	“most,”	and	“best,”	because	they	can	help	you	rule	

out	certain	answers.	Also,	Easter	says	to	follow	operational	signs	carefully	on	math	tests.	Finally,	check	

your	answers	if	you	can.		

	

Make	sure	to	use	these	strategies	while	taking	the	practice	tests.	Good	luck	studying	and	taking	the	SOLs!	

 

 

 

 The track team finished its season 3-1, winning all its meets except the one against Williamsburg. 
Their season ends next week with the second part of the county-wide meet; this meet determines 
the county champion. 
 
 Asked why he joined the track team, Stingray Daniel Dunning said, “It is fun running.” There are 
35 people on the team. Some of them are runners and others compete in jumping events. 
 

 Mr. Busby, the head coach, told The Jefferson 
Post that he coaches the team “ because I want 
to give students a place where people could 
have fun while competing. 
 
Wish the T.J track team luck in the county-
wide meet! 

Track	Team	Ends	Season	On	High	Note	

By	Jahan	Puryear	and	Bruck	Mes%in	
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Baf%ling	Brainteasers	

By	Izzy	Palladino	

 

1) John’s dad has <ive sons. Their names are: Ma, Me, Mi, Mo….   What is the <ifth son’s name? 

2) A man is stuck in a dark room with three doors. One leads to a room <illed with lava. The second one 

leads to a room <illed with lions who have not eaten in three months. The third one leads to an incin-

erator. If the man is going to survive, which door should he take? 

3) How many Fs are in the following sentence?  Finished <iles are the result of years of scienti<ic study 

combined with the experience of years. 

4) A blind beggar had a brother who died. What relation was the blind beggar to the brother who died? 

Hint:	“brother”	is	not	the	answer.												

5) A clerk at a butcher shop stands <ive feet ten inches tall and wears size 13 trainers. What does he 

weigh?          

6) Before Mount Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in the world? 

7) How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three feet by four feet? 

8) What word in the English language is always spelled incorrectly? 

9) Billie was born on Dec. 28th, yet her birthday always falls in the summer. How is this possible?  

10) In British Columbia, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden leg. Why not? 

11) If you were running in a race and you passed the person in 2nd place, what place would you be in 

now? 

12) Which is correct to say, “The yolk of the egg is white” or “the yolk of the egg are white?” 

13) A farmer has <ive haystacks in one <ield and four haystacks in another. How many haystacks would he 

have if he combined them all in one <ield? 

												Source:	www.sharpbrains.com	

Answer	Key:	

1) John—it’s John’s dad 

2) The door with the lions—if the lions really hadn’t eaten in three months, they would be dead. 

3) Six. Most people think it’s fewer, because they forget about the word “of” 

4) The blind beggar is the sister of the brother who died. 

5) He weighs meat. 

6) Mt. Everest. It just wasn’t discovered yet. 

7) There is no dirt in a hole. 

8) Incorrectly. 

9) Billie lives in the Southern hemisphere. 

10) You can’t take a picture with a wooden leg. You would need a camera or phone/electronic device with a camera. 

11) You would be in second place. 

12) Neither. Egg yolks are yellow. 

13) One. If he combines all the stacks, they become one big stack. 
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Materials 

 

•Empty match box 

 

•Decorative paper 

 

•Glue 

 

•Hole puncher                                                          

 

•Ribbon 

 

•Bite-size chocolate or small pieces of candy 

 

•Ruler 

 

 

Directions: 

 

1.Measure the width of your box and cut your scrapbook paper and attach to box with glue.   

2.Trace and cut two pieces of scrapbook paper on either end of the matchbox and attach to the box. 

3.Using the hole puncher make a hole in box. 

4.Fold the ribbon into the hole and tie it. 

5.Put the chocolate or candy in the box. 

6.Present to Mom! 

 

For more DIYs go to:https://livelaughrowe.com 

 

 

Happy Mother's Day!   

Mother’s	Day	DIY:	Box	of	Chocolates	

By	Amy	Guzman	and	Hiba	Subhi	



The Jefferson Post 

A	periodic	publication	written	

by	the	students,	for	the	stu-

dents.	

A	limited	number	of	printed	copies	are	now	

available.	For	a	full-color	version,	visit	our	link	

on	the	TJMS	homepage:	

http://apsva.us/Domain/1676	

     

Keys	to	our	March	issue	Word	Searches	

(left	and	below)	


