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Many	TJ	Students	Opposed	to	Trump	Travel	Ban	
By	Wyatt	Shoelson	

During his campaign, Donald Trump said that if he was elected, he would enact a 

“complete and total shutdown of Muslims entering the United States.” He then 

signed an executive order in late January preventing immigration from several 

majority-Muslim countries —Libya, Sudan, Syria, Yemen, Iran, and Somalia—for 

120 days.  We wanted to see what students at TJ thought of this policy. 

 

Since Trump was elected, he has signed many executive orders and directives. 

Some have changed or repealed decisions and policies put in place by President 

Obama, while others deliver on promises Trump made throughout his campaign. 

Many of these actions were controversial, but none caused as much controversy 

as the travel ban, which resulted in protests in airports around the United States. 

Many domestic and foreign of9icials were against the ban. For example, Sadiq 

Khan, the mayor of London, England, says it is “shameful and cruel” and that it 

would only help ISIS and other militant groups recruit more terrorists. 

 

In response to this backlash, Trump signed a directive recently to revise the travel 

ban. Some changes include taking Iraq off the list of affected countries, taking 

“green card” holders and other permanent U.S. residents off the list, and no longer 

banning Syrian refugees inde9initely. These changes have altered how some peo-

ple feel about the ban, but many still argue that the concept of a travel ban is xen-

ophobic against Muslims and others from the Middle East and North Africa. 

 

The revised ban has been deemed un-

constitutional by several federal 

courts already, but Trump has said 

that he will take the case “as far as it 

needs to go,” meaning that he will ap-

peal the case to the U.S. Supreme 

Court if necessary. 

 

(continued	on	page	3)	
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It’s	March	Madness,	and	TJ	Students	are	Watching	

By	Lara	Mohamed,	Bruck	Mes(in,	and	Benjamin	Spindler	

Are you a basketball fan? If so, you must be excited for “March Madness.” If you don’t know what that 

is, let us break it down for you. March Madness is when 68 men’s college basketball teams compete for the 

title of champion. The tournament is sponsored by the National College Athletic Association (NCAA).  They 

call it “madness” because of the high number of games played in a very short time. Last year’s winner was the 

Villanova Wildcats, but they lost last weekend and are already out of the tournament. 

 

The competition started last weekend, and there were many games playing at the same time. By the 

end of the weekend, the number of teams fell from 68 to 16, which is known as the “Sweet Sixteen.” Those 16 

teams will play each other this weekend, resulting in “The Final Four” teams. Those four teams will play each 

other April 1-3 in Phoenix (see	bracket	on	next	page). The championship game will be played April 3. 

 

Who do you think will win this year? We have interviewed some students and here’s what they think 

of March Madness and who they think will win. They have rated their level of excitement from 1-10, with 10 

representing “very excited.” 

	

Grade	6:	

• Sonya Sarkisian gives March Madness an 8. “I think it’s really cool and I like how the players play. I am not 

really sure who is going to win, I am just waiting to see what happens. I don’t have a favorite team. 

• Pilar George gives March Madness an 8. “It is cool, fun, and really exciting. North Carolina is going to win 

and they are my favorite team.”  

• Gansukh Altankhuyag rates March Madness with a 9. “I think March Madness is fun to watch. I think that 

Duke will win. Duke is my favorite team.” 

 

 Grade	7:	

• Kate Galazin gives March Madness a 10. “I think that March Madness is fun to watch and is pretty fun to 

keep up with. I think that Kansas will win. My favorite team is Michigan State.” 

• Ari Pearlstein gives March Madness a 3. “I think it is a good event, and it is very fun to watch. I don’t really 

know who will win. I don’t really follow it.” 

• Andy Spitzer gives March Madness a 7, but says he doesn’t know who will win. “I don’t really follow col-

lege basketball. 

• Ethan Smart gives March Madness an 8. “I love March Madness. Gonzaga is my favorite team, so I hope 

they win. “ 

• Javell Edge gives March Madness an 8. “It is going to be a fun time,” he said.  He wanted Georgetown to 

win, but they lost their game March 8. 

  

 Grade 8: 

• Cameron Queen gives March Madness an 8. He calls it “a good tournament...I think Kentucky will win this 

year because they are my favorite team.” 
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March Madness “Sweet Sixteen” brackets list the teams  that  

will play in Phoenix April 1-3 for the championship. 
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We asked students what they thought about the travel ban and the new changes. Here’s what they said: 

 

—Isabella Galinski, a sixth-grade Dolphin, says “the changes are good because they are people in Iraq who 

are trying to escape from war.” 

—Andy Spitzer, a seventh-grade Dragon, says, “I really don’t support the ban but if he wanted to get more 

people to support the ban, he should try not to aim it at Muslims.” 

—Nathan Sandoval, a sixth-grade Dolphin, says, I’m not really with this idea, because who knows what might 

happen!” 

—Ari Pearlstein, a seventh-grade Dragon, does not support the old ban or the revised ban because it “still 

targets Muslims, which isn’t right.” 

—Sophia Antunez, a sixth-grade Owl, said, “I feel bad that my mom was an immigrant with a green card and 

she came to this country years ago, so if [the travel ban had] happened way before, she wouldn’t be success-

ful now.” 

—Madeline Crabtree, a sixth-grade Stingray, says she feels that “it is wrong for him to ban them. People are 

constantly coming because they’re escaping wars. It is wrong for him to just automatically assume that they 

are terrorists.” 

—Aida Mulugeta, an eighth-grade Eagle, says “I feel this is stupid of Trump to do. He’s banning people that 

made up this country, and America is full of immigrants. Immigrants make up America. You probably learned 

this in 4th grade, but Europeans took over Native American land, so everyone in America is an immigrant 

except Native Americans. I really think Trump should think twice about his options to ’make America great 

again.’ ” 

—Amya Covington, a sixth-grade Stingray, says, “I feel very strongly about this and it’s wrong. I hope that 

Congress impeaches him.” 

  

 

 

Trump	Travel	Ban	
(continued	from	page	1)	

(Left)	President	Trump	holds	up	a	copy	of	the	signed	travel	ban;	(Right)	protesters	gather	to	contest	the	ban.	

Sources:	Getty	Images,	Associated	Press	
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 Materials: 

• Green	stiff	felt	

• Black	fabric	marker	

• Green	or	gold	pencil	

• 2	googly	eyes	

• Masking	tape	

• Paper	towels	

• Scissors	

• 2	clothespins	

• White	paper	

• Gold	glitter	glue	(optional)	

• Green	pom-pom	

• Pencil	to	decorate	

	

Directions:	

1.	 Place	shamrock	pattern	(below	right)	on	stiff	felt	and	trace	around	it	with	a	pencil.	To	create	an	identical	

shamrock,	9lip	over	pattern	and	trace	around	it	with	the	stem	going	in	the	opposite	direction.	Cut	them	out	

and	set	aside.	

2.	 Glue	googly	eyes	on	one	side	of	shamrock.	(Optional:	glue	on	a	pom	pom	for	the	nose).	

3.	 Use	a	black	marker	to	draw	on	a	smile	.	(Optional:	draw	eyelashes	and	eyebrows)	

4.	 To	attach	shamrock	to	a	pencil,		put	glue	on	the	side	of	the	pencil	and	attach	shamrock,	then	secure	it	with	

masking	tape.	Then	set	it	to	dry.	

5.	 Squeeze	a	line	of	glitter	glue	along	the	edges	and	let	it	dry.	

	

Enjoy	your	shamrock	pencil!	

Source:	http://www.freekidscrafts.com/shamrock-pencil-toppers/	

	

	

DIY:  Shamrock Pencil Topper 
By Hiba Subhi and Amy Guzman 
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8th Graders Have Mixed Feelings about 

 Community Projects 
By Gregor Deininger 

This	year’s	eighth	graders	have	mixed	feelings	about	their	community	projects.	Some	people	think	they	are	

a	great	idea,	but	that	they	can	be	stressful,	and	that	9inding	time	to	meet	with	advisors	has	been	a	struggle.		

We	set	out	to	interview	several	eighth	graders	so	that	we	could	look	deeper	into	their	opinions.	

	

Each	eighth-grade	student	is	expected	to	complete	a	community	project	this	year	as	an	IB	requirement.	The	

project	is	supposed	to	help	students	become	more	community-minded,	and	to	prepare	for	additional	IB	

community	project	work	they	will	have	as	part	of	an	IB	diploma	program.	But	8th-grade	students	also	have	

four	Standards	of	Learning	(SOL)	tests	this	year.	And	students	have	been	assigned	as	advisors	teachers	

from	across	the	building,	not	just	eighth-grade	teachers.	This	has	made	meetings	about	the	projects	more	

complicated.	

	

“It’s	time-consuming,”	says	Katya	Schafer,	a	Phoenix,	but	added	that	she	is	not	stressed	out	about	the	pro-

ject.	She	added	that	her	advisor	is	dif9icult	to	meet	with	because	she	never	sees	them	in	the	hallways.	

	

Cepheus	Randolph,	a	Gator		whose	project	is	related	to	global	warming	awareness,	said	it	was	dif9icult	to	

meet	with	his	advisor,	because	she	teaches	6th	grade.	“She	teaches	sixth	grade,	so	she	doesn’t	have	time	

when	I	have	time,”	he	said.	“She	teaches	when	I	am	eating	lunch,	and	that’s	when	I	usually	have	time.”	he	

said.	However,	Randolph	likes	the	idea	of	community	projects.	“It	is	a	great	improvement	over	just	doing	

service	hours,”	he	said.	

	

Aysha	Hussen,	a	Gator,	and	Tayiba	Rehman,	an	Eagle,	are	both	working	together	on	their	project,	which	in-

volves	helping	UNICEF’s	program	for	Syrian	refugees.	They	say	that	while	the	project	has	been	stressful,	

there	is	a	bene9it	to	the	community	through	the	projects,	and	note	that	meeting	with	their	advisor	has	been	

trouble-free.	“It’s	easy	to	meet	with	our	advisor,	because	he	comes	to	us,”	they	said.		
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Key to Last Month’s Presiden�al Word Search 

Spring	Word	Search	
Created	by	Jahan	Puryear	



The Jefferson Post 

A	periodic	publication	written	by	

the	students,	for	the	students.	

A	limited	number	of	printed	cop-

ies	are	now	available.	For	a	full-color	version,	

visit	our	link	on	the	TJMS	homepage:	

http://apsva.us/Domain/1676 

Contact	us	at:	tjmsjeffpost@gmail.com	
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Book	Review	

By	Jessica	Spindler	

The	Misadventures	of	Max	Crumbly,	Locker	Hero	

Max	Crumbly,	at	age	14,	is	about	to	face	his	fear:	

middle	school.	

	

Max	is	about	to	start	middle	school	after	years	of	

being	homeschooled	because	of	severe	allergies.	

He	has	been	schooled	by	his	“old	school”	grand-

mother.	If	he	has	to	eat	one	more	animal	cracker,	

he’s	going	to	blow!		

	

Finally,	his	doctor	says	he	is	okay	to	go	to	public	

school	with	“real	live”	people.	But	the	9irst	day	he	

goes,	he	runs	into	Doug	“Thug”	Thurston.	Doug	

stuffs	him	in	his	locker	and	Max	goes	on	an		AMAZ-

ING	adventure!		

	

I’d	give	this	book	a	5	out	of	5.	Now,	I’m	not	going	

to	tell	you	anything	else	about	his	adventure.	So	go	

to	the	library	RIGHT	NOW	and	check	out	The	Mis-

adventures	of	Max	Crumbly!	

	

	

	


