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Obama	a	Good	President,	TJ	Students	Say	
By	Wyatt	Shoelson		

On Jan. 20, 2017, Donald J. Trump was sworn 

in to the of,ice of President of the United 

States.  As we swore in a new president, we 

said goodbye to our 44th president, Barack 

Hussein Obama. Before becoming president, 

he was a U.S. senator from Illinois for three 

years. During his two-term presidency, 

Obama helped end the war in Iraq, signed the 

Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) into law, 

reopened ties with Cuba, and led the U.S. 

through the largest recession since the Great 

Depression of the 1930s. While he supported 

Hillary Clinton during the election, he has 

said he will support President Trump and hopes he will do a great job. 

 

We asked some students here at TJ whether they thought Obama was a 

good president. Here’s what they said…. 

• Jermiah Debruhl, a Stingray, says he thinks Obama was a good president be-

cause “he did what was right for the USA.” 

• Nicholas Schafer, a Penguin, says he thinks Obama was a good president be-

cause “he was cool and didn’t do anything biased or racist.” 

• Aria Hernandez, a Stingray, said she thinks Obama was a good president be-

cause “he made Obamacare.” 

• Grace Vandemeulebroecke, an Owl, said she thinks Obama was a good presi-

dent because “he had good laws and wasn’t trying to kick people out of the 

country.” 

• Davier Rojas, a Gator, said he thinks Obama was a good president because “he 

wasn’t racist and he did good things.” 

• Layla Farrington, a Monarch, said she thinks Obama was a good president be-

cause “he gave LGBT people the rights to do what everyone else can do.” 

• Trevor Wilson, a Penguin, said Obama was a good president because “he was 

chill and not racist.” 
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Boys’	Basketball:	Team	Looks	Ahead		

After	Tough	Season	

By	Deren	Meral,	Bruck	Mes,in,	and	Jahan	Puryear	

The	TJ	boys’	basketball	team	,inished	its	season	with	one	win	and	seven	losses,	but	they	are	looking	

forward	to	next	year.	

	

“This	team	is	young	and	still	developing,”	explained	Coach	Heath.		The	team	played	each	of		Arlington’s	

middle	schools	twice.	

	

Players	on	the	team	said	they	enjoyed	playing	this	year,	and	that	they	will	continue	practicing.	“I	en-

joyed	playing	on	the	team,”	said	Basil	Mustafa,	an	8th	grader.	All	of	the	players	hope	for	a	better	season	next	

year.	

	

	

	

	

From	left	to	right:	Taveon	Pierce,	Mikias	Teklemariam,	Nick	Ruge,	Liech	

Kong	practicing	prior	to	their	November	game	against	Swanson.	
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Food	Critics’	Corner:	What’s	the	Best	Meal	in	the	Cafeteria?	

By	Gregor	Deininger	and	Max	Kappler	

		

 

Students have long debated what is the best meal in the TJ cafeteria. When Gregor Deininger and 

Max Kappler, the Jefferson Post’s food critics at large, heard these debates, they instantly decid-

ed to investigate the scene ,irst hand.  

 

After sampling the foods on the menu, they realized they have similar opinions. Max likes spa-

ghetti and doesn’t like the ,ish treasures, because he thinks they taste bland and greasy. Gregor 

thinks ,ish treasures are not good because they are too ,ishy, and that they make your breath 

stink.  Gregor likes General Tso’s chicken and the spaghetti. Gregor also likes the hamburgers, 

because they have good ,lavor. But he notes that on one occasion, they tasted like rotten sausage 

and smelled like hand sanitizer.  

 

Below, based on our ,indings, we have made a report card giving the TJ cafeteria a grade: 

 

 

  

Meal Physical  

Appearance 

Taste of Said 

Item 

Quality of 

Said Item 

Freshness 

Frozen Burrito B C C D 

Spaghetti and Meat-

balls 

B A B C 

Fish Treasures B C B B 

General Tso’s 

Chicken 

A A B B 

Hamburger on 

Whole-Wheat Bun 

B B C C 

Overall Grade: 

C+ 

 

B B C C 
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Valentine’s	Day	Recipe:		

Chocolate	Covered	Strawberries	

By	Ben	Spindler	

Ingredients:	

• 16	ounces	of	milk	chocolate	chips	(not	semi-sweet)	

• 2	tablespoons	shortening	

• 1	pound	of	fresh	strawberries	with	leaves	

	

Directions: 

1)	 In	a	double	boiler,	melt	the	chocolate	and	shortening.	Stir	it	occasionally	until	smooth.		

2)	 Insert	one	toothpick	into	each	strawberry.	

3)	 Holding	the	strawberries	by	the	toothpick,	dip	them	into	the	chocolate	mixture.	

4)	 Then	attach	the	toothpick	and	strawberry	to	the	Styrofoam	upside	down.	

5)	 Wait	for	the	chocolate	to	cool,	or	put	it	in	the	refrigerator	to	cool	faster.	

6)	 ENJOY!	

	

Source: www.allrecipes.com  
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Materials: 

• (unpaired)	colored	socks	

• Scissors	

• Thread	(any	color)	and	needle	

• Rice	(or	other	stuf,ing,	such	as	cotton	balls)	

	

Directions: 

1)	 Cut	out	at	least	two	heart	shapes.	

2)	 Line	up	heart	shapes	with	the	right	side	together	and	stitch	them	together	with	the	needle	and	thread	using	

a	backstitch.*	(You	will	be	turning	this	inside	out,	so	have	the	front	side	of	the	fabric	facing	up.)	

3)	 Leave	a	small	opening	on	one	side	of	the	heart.	

4)	 Turn	the	heart	inside	out	and	stuff	with	rice	or	stuf,ing.	

5)	 Stitch	the	opening	closed	using	a	blind	stitch.*	

	

*To learn how to backstitch, view the following video: 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=rZ_wVC84UmM	

*To learn how to blind stitch, view the following video: 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=UMdYv1PTNY	

	

Source: sas-does.blogspot.ca   

Valentine’s Day DIY: Heart Pillows 
By Hiba Subhi and Amy Guzman 
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TJ Students Approved of Obama Presidency 
(from	page	1)	

 

• Matias Chacon Coca, an Eagle, said he thinks Obama was a good president because “he gave people a lot 

of hope because he was the ,irst African-American president.” But he wasn’t the best, he said, because 

“Obamacare was a failure.” 

• Carlos Wylde-Gladbach, a Phoenix, said he thinks Obama was a good president because “he made 

Obamacare and he made good policies.” 

• Cullen Key, a Penguin, said he thinks Obama was a good president because “he looked out for less fortu-

nate people with Obamacare.” 

• Patricia Argueta, a Phoenix, said Obama was a good president because “he helped people.” 

• Claire Mowery, a Penguin, said Obama was a good president because “he made a lot of things right in 

this world.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

President Trump’s Jan. 20 inauguration was attended by as many as 900,000 people—no 

exact count is available. While nothing unexpected happened at the event, many people pro-

tested the event outside of the mall area. After the ceremony, there was a parade, in which 

Donald, Melania, and Barron Trump walked alongside the presidential limosine. The, after a 

series of balls, Trump spent his ,irst night in the White House. 

Since the inauguration, President Trump has made a series of executive decisions to live up 

to his campaign promises, some of which are widely considered to be highly controversial. 

They concern immigration, oil pipelines, and the funding of health organizations such as 

Planned Parenthood. Almost immediately, lawsuits were ,iled against some of Trump’s ac-

tions. Trump’s presidency appears to be getting off to a divisive start, with as many Ameri-

cans opposed to his policies as those who support them. 

President Donald Trump 
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Presidential	Word	Search	

Created	by	Peter	Yuan	
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Book	Review	

By	Benjamin	Spindler	

Ranger’s	Apprentice:	The	Battle	of	Hackham	Heath	

	Riddles	

By	Jahan	Puryear	and	Maddie	Crabtree	

	

Q1:	You	will	always	,ind	me	in	the	past.	I	can	be	created	in	

the	present,	but	the	future	can	never	taint	me.	What	am	I?	

	

Q2:	What	,lies	without	wings?	

	

Q3:	What	is	big	and	yellow	and	comes	in	the	morning	to	

brighten	mom’s	day?	

	

Q4:	The	more	you	take,	the	more	you	leave	behind.	What	

are	they?	

	

Q5:	A	seven-letter	word	containing	thousands	of	letters.	

What	am	I?	

Source:	www.doriddles.com	

The	mountains	of	rain	and	night	were	the	only	place	Mor-

garath,	a	powerful	nobleman,	could	take	refuge	from	the	

king’s	royal	army.	The	army	didn’t	know	when	he	would	

come,	but	they	knew	he	was	coming.	The	kingdom	was	on	

standby,	waiting	for	Morgarath	to	make	his	move.		They	

knew	he	was	preparing	for	battle,	but	didn’t	know	why	it	

was	taking	so	long.	Traveling	with	his	secret	weapons,	a	

group	of	bear-like	wargals,	slowed	down	his	movements.	

	

I	would	give	Ranger’s	Apprentice:	The	Battle	of	Hackham	

Heath	4	out	of	5	stars.	One	reason	is	because	I	absolutely	

loved	how	they	started	to	connect	the	storyline	together	

and	really	,ill	in	the	gaps.	I	also	liked	ho	they	started	to	in-

troduce	characters	at	a	very	young	age;	since	it	was	a	pre-

quel,	you	knew	who	these	characters	would	become.	For	

example,	they	introduced	Gilan	as	a	little	boy,	and	showed	

how	brilliant	he	was,	even	then.	That’s	why	I’d	give	it	four	

out	of	,ive	stars.	

	

	

A1:	History	

A2:	Time	

A3:	The	school	bus	

A4:	Footsteps	

A5:	Mailbox	

Hidden	Figures	is….over	the	moon.	This	movie	about	three	black	

female	mathematicians	working	at	NASA	in	the	1960s	offers	a	

realistic,	unbridled	view	of	racism	and	sexism	during	that	time	

period.	Based	on	a	true	story,	it	is	inspiring	and	heartbreaking,	

and	it	makes	you	laugh	and	stew	with	anger	at	the	same	time.		

 

In	the	opening	scene,	you	take	a	look	through	the	life	of	Kathe-

rine	Johnson,	a	quiet,	math-obsessed	girl	from	West	Virginia.	

She	and	her	friends	are	all	reassigned	to	new	jobs	that	change	

their	lives.	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hidden Figures sends	you	on	a	wild	ride	of	ups	and	downs,	ro-

mance,	justice,	and	power	just	a	few	moments	later.	I	would	

give	this	stellar	,ilm,	directed	by	Theodore	Melli,	4	out	of	5	

stars.	

	

To	me,	the	best	parts	of	the	movie	were	the	acting	by	Taraji	P.	

Henson,	Octavia	Spencer,	Janelle	Monae,	Kevin	Costner	and	Jim	

Parsons,	which	was	incredible.	Music	by	Hans	Zimmer	and	

Pharrell	Williams	kept	the	movie	level	and	,luid.	

	

The	worst	parts?	The	math	and	NASA	rocket	launches	tended	

to	be	downplayed	in	favor	of	the	personal	drama,	which	is	one	

of	the	only	disappointing	parts	of	this	excellent	,ilm.	The	con-

,licts	tend	to	be	softened	as	well.		

Movie	Review	

By	Max	Kappler	

Hidden	Figures	(PG)—127	minutes	


