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Trump	Wins	the	2016	Presidential	Election	
By	Wyatt	Shoelson		

 

On	Nov.	8,	America	voted	to	see	who	would	be	the	next	president.	When	the	re-

sults	came	in,	Donald	J.	Trump	had	surprised	voters	with	a	victory,	ensuring	his	

place	in	the	White	House	in	late	January	2017.	Prior	to	the	election,	most	predic-

tors	expected	him	to	lose	to	former	Secretary	of	State	Hillary	Clinton.	But	Trump	

performed	extremely	well	in	key	swing	states,	like	Pennsylvania,	Florida,	and	

Ohio.	Clinton	won	the	popular	vote,	but	Trump	beat	her	to	270	electoral	votes.	

She	won	Virginia	by	a	solid	5	percent,	doing	particularly	well	in	large	population	

centers	like	Richmond,	Arlington,	and	Newport	News.	The	votes	were	very	close	

in	many	swing	states,	causing	several	large	recount	efforts	around	the	country.	

	

The	candidates	this	year	were	two	of	the	most	different	people	imaginable:	a	

wealthy,	powerful	Republican	man	and	an	experienced	Democratic	woman.	The	

extreme	difference	between	the	candidates	has	split	the	country	and	(continued	

on	page	2). 

The Arlington School Board Dec. 1 approved a controversial new 

boundary for its high schools that would move 1,300 students over 

four years in an effort to reduce overcrowding at Washington & Lee 

High School, and across the county. The changes they made could affect 

some eighth graders here at TJ when they go to high school next year. 

 

Out of several options, the board chose Option 4, which will move 342 

students from W&L for the 2017-2018 school year to Yorktown and 

Wake<ield, and 342 students for the following three school years. This 

should total around 1,350-1,400 students over four years. The board 

said the goal was to move 1,300 students. 

(continued	on	page	3)	

School	Board	Okays	Controversial	New		

Boundaries	for	High	Schools	

By	Peter	Yuan	
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Trump	Wins	in	Major	Upset	

(continued	from	page	1)	

caused	voters	to	have	very	strong	opinions.	A	large	majority	of	Arlington	County	is	Democratic,	which	

means	that	a	majority	of	people	here	at	TJ	are	not	happy	with	the	results	of	this	election.	

Whether	a		Democrat	or	Republican,	most	voters	agree	that	this	was	a	tense	election.	There	was	vio-

lence,	anger,	and	name-calling,	and	a	lot	of	hate	in	general.	The	voting	is	done,	the	dust	has	settled,	and	a	

president-elect	has	emerged.	While	the	drama	of	the	presidential	election	is	done	until	2020,	we	can	expect	

some	drama	coming	from	the	U.S.	Congress,	as	well	as	continuing	news	about	Trump’s	cabinet	nominations	

and	executive	decisions.	

	

The	Jefferson	Post	asked	several	people	what	they	thought	of	the	election.	Here	is	what	they	said:	

	

• Moises	Chicas	Meza,	a	Dolphin,	said	he	was	not	happy	about	the	results	because	Trump	does	not	have	ex-

perience	in	politics.	

• Fabio	Rocabado,	a	Monarch,	said	he	was	happy	about	the	results	because	America	has	an	opportunity	to	

see	what	a	new	president	will	do	for	America.	

• Elliot	Newman,	a	Monarch,	said	he	was	unhappy	with	the	results	of	the	election	because	Trump	is	“crazy,	

just	crazy.”	

• Trevor	Wilson,	a	Penguin,	liked	the	results	because	he	thinks	Trump	is	the	right	person	for	president.	

• Caleb	Portillo,	a	Monarch,	said	he	was	unhappy	because	he	thinks	Trump	will	deport	many	construction	

workers	from	this	area.	

• Nicolas	Schafer,	a	Penguin,	said	he	is	glad	that	the	stressful	election	is	over.	

• Carson	Stadler,	a	Stingray,	said	he	is	not	happy	because	he	believes	Trump	is	not	quali<ied	and	has	no	ex-

perience.	

• Dafni	Hernandez,	a	Dolphin,	said	she	is	unhappy	because	“we	never	know	what	is	going	to	happen	with	

Trump	as	our	president.”	

• Kate	Galazin,	a	penguin,	said	she	is	“50	percent	okay”	with	the	results	because	Trump	is		“easily	con-

trolled.”	

• Erica	Barron,	a	gator,	said	she	is	not	happy	because	“Trump	is	a	bad	person,	and	he	will	make	a	bad	presi-

dent.”	

	

	

	

	

	

	

President-elect	Trump,	left,	and	Hillary	Clinton,	right	
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High	School	Boundaries	

(from	page	1)	

Overcrowding	of	schools	has	been	a	big	problem	in	Arlington	in	recent	years,	and	is	projected	to	

get	worse,	with	the	Arlington	schools	expecting	to	need	over	4,000	new	seats	for	students	with-

in	10	years.	Overcrowding	leads	to	trailers	to	hold	students,	less	<ields	for	sports,	larger	classes,	

crowded	assemblies	and	cafeterias,	less	<ield	trips,	and	changes	in	instruction,	according	to	

teachers	and	parents.	It	also	makes	it	less	easy	for	students	with	special	needs	to	have	an	equal	

opportunity	to	excel	in	school.	

	

According	to	press	reports,	not	everyone	is	happy	with	the	new	boundary	change.	Some	note	

that	it	will	result	in	some	students	not	being	able	to	attend	the	school	closest	to	their	homes.	

Others,	like	Matthew	Herrity,	a	W&L	student	and	former	TJ	student,	believe	that	the	changes	

will	result	in	less	student	diversity	at	W&L	and	Yorktown.	In	a	recent	open	letter	to	the	school	

board,	Herrity	charged	that	the	board	had	“abandoned”	its	commitment	to	its	values,	including	

racial	and	economic	diversity,	by	approving	Option	4.	

	

“You	sliced	up	the	county	to	put	more	wealthy	students	with	other	more	wealthy	students,	and	

to	put	less	wealthy	students	with	other	less	wealthy	students,”	Herrity	wrote.	Citing	statistics	

from	other	school	districts,	Herrity	pointed	out	that	the	new	boundary	map	could	make	it	dif<i-

cult	for	Wake<ield	students	from	economically	disadvantaged	homes	to	do	well	in	school.	

	

Herrity’s	letter	was	published	in	the	Crossed	Sabres,	W&L’s	online	student		newspaper.	

	

(Gregor	Deininger	assisted	with	this	report).	

	

	

	

	

	

 

Logos of Arlington’s three high schools:  

Washington & Lee, Wake,ield, and Yorktown. 
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Holiday	Recipe:	Snowman	Face	Sugar	Cookie	

By	Ben	Spindler	

Ingredients:         

2 3/4 cups of all-purpose <lour       

1 tsp. baking soda       

1/2 tsp. baking powder       

1 cup butter, softened       

1 1/2 cups white sugar 

1 egg 

1 tsp. vanilla extract 

Assorted frosting colors for decorating 

Sprinkles for decorating 
 

Instructions: 

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. In a small bowl, stir together <lour, baking soda, and 

baking powder. Set the bowl aside for later. 

2. In a large bowl, mix the butter and sugar until smooth. Beat the egg and vanilla. Then 

blend in the dry ingredients. Roll small amounts of dough into balls, then place balls on-

to ungreased cookie sheets. 

3. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes or until golden brown. Let the cookies on the cookie sheet cool 

for two minutes while on the sheet.  

4. After they have completely cooled, decorate your dream snowman cookie. 

5. ENJOY! 

 

Source:		www.allrecipes.com	
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Materials: 
—Colored	paper	

—Binder	clips	

—Metal	eyelets	(can	be	found	at	Wal-mart	and	craft	stores)	

—Glue	(if	you	can’t	<ind	eyelets)	

	

Directions: 
1)	 Cut	the	paper	into	1.5	inch	strips.	Keep	two	at	the	12-inch	length,	then	cut	two	to	10	inches	and	one	to	8.75	

inches.	

	

2)	Stack	the	strips	in	this	order:	12-inch,	10-inch,	8.75	inch,	10	inch,	and	12	inch,	or	long-medium-short-

medium-long.	Create	one	end	where	all	the	strips	are	<lush	and	hold	them	in	place	with	a	binder	clip.	Use	the	

hole	punch	to	create	a	hole	through	all	<ive	strips,	about	1/2	inch	from	the	end.	

	

3)	Place	the	two	pieces	of	the	eyelet	on	either	side	of	the	hole,	or	put	some	glue	on	instead.	

	

4)	Repeat	the	process	by	lining	up	the	opposite	ends,	bending	everything	into	the	balanced	shape.	Clamp	with	

the	binder	clip,	and	set	with	eyelets	or	some	glue.	

	

5)	To	hang,	just	slip	some	white	thread	or	mono<ilament	through	the	eyelet	or	under	an	edge.	

	

Source: www.curbly.com      

Christmas DIY: Paper Ornaments 

By Hiba Subhi and Amy Guzman 

Key to October issue’s crossword 
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The Earth Needs Your Help 
An Opinion-Editorial 

By Isabella Palladino 

You	have	probably	played	a	game	before	where	you	guessed	how	the	world	would	end.	Very	rarely	did	you	

say	it	was	due	to	pollution,	lack	of	oxygen,	lack	of	food,	or	lack	of	clean	drinking	water.	You	probably	said	

outrageous	things	like	that	the	world	would	explode,	the	dinosaurs	would	come	back,	or	that	aliens	would	

come	and	abduct	us	all.	Unbelievable	things	…	which	is	why	we	say	them.	

	

Nobody	wants	to	admit	there	are	things	that	are	wrong	in	this	world.	We	all	don’t	want	to	admit	things	are	

wrong	with	us.	Even	me.	But	for	once	in	our	lifetime,	we	need	to	open	our	eyes	to	the	horrible	things	that	

are	going	on	around	us.	

	

According	to	the	Rainforest	Action	Network,	about	6	billion	trees	are	cut	down	each	year.	Over	56	billion	

farm	animals	are	killed	by	humans	each	year,	not	including	<ish	and	other	aquatic	animals,	according	to	An-

imal	Equity,	an	animal-rights	organization.	According	to	NASA,	the	average	temperature	has	grown	by	1.4	

degrees	in	the	last	150	years,	and	the	sea	is	rising	as	well.	About	21.3	billion	tons	of	fossil	fuels	are	burned	

each	year	around	the	world,	according	to	the	U.S.	Department	of	Energy.			

	

The	environment	is	suffering	….	all	because	we	forgot	to	turn	off	the	TV	when	we	were	watching	Toddlers	

and	Tiaras,	or	Teen	Mom,	or	Jersey	Shore,	or	Keeping	Up	with	the	Kardashians.	Or	maybe	it	was	Bad	Girl’s	

Club,	Mob	Wives,	or	some	other	stupid	or	ridiculous	show.	

	

If	you	want	to	help	this	cause,	start	by	turning	off	the	TV.	Then,	stop	wasting	so	much	water	with	bathing	

and	watering	the	grass.	We	have	rain	for	a	reason,	and	it	can	water	the	grass.	Instead	of	baths,		take	two-

minute	showers.	This	way,	we	can	conserve	water.	We	also	need	to	stop	using	fertilizer,	which	pollutes	the	

streams	and	rivers.	Also,	consider	getting	an	electric	car	instead	of	one	that	runs	on	gasoline.		Recycle,	and	

get	your	family	and	friends	to	do	it,	too.	

	

If	all	of	this	doesn’t	help,	look	around	you	and	try	to	protect	the	environment.	Start	a	petition	to	save	local	

trees	or	parks,	or	endangered	animals.	If	you	get	enough	signatures,	it	could	help	a	lot.	

	

Anyway,	if	you	won’t	save	the	environment	for	me,	then	please	save	it	for	yourself….	
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Winter	Life	Hacks	To	Keep	Warm	
By	Isabella	Palladino	

 

 A “life hack” is a small thing —a trick or shortcut— that you can do to make life a bit easier! The term was 

coined by technology writer Danny O’Brien. Here are a few you can try this season: 

Hack 1: Put ice on the thermostat to trick it into thinking it’s colder than it is. Tip: Put the ice in a bag so that 

no one gets electrocuted. 

Hack 2: Put an electric blanket between your sheets to make them warm. Tip: Keep the setting on low so 

you don’t set your bed on <ire. 

Hack 3: Put an electric blanket in your drawer to warm your clothes. Tip: Keep the setting on low so you 

don’t set your clothes on <ire. 

Hack 4: Use cut-up swimming noodles to keep drafts from blowing in under your doors. Tip: use only half a 

noodle. 

Hack 5: Cut up old sweaters and use the squares to make a quilt. Tip: this is only for people who can sew. 

Source:	www.instructables.com	

	

 

 

The	staff	of	The	Jefferson	Post	wishes	you	a	Happy	Holiday	season	

and	a	restful	winter	break!	



The Jefferson Post 

A	periodic	publication	written	by	

the	students,	for	the	students.	

A	limited	number	of	printed	cop-

ies	are	now	available.	For	a	full-color	version,	

visit	our	link	on	the	TJMS	homepage:	

http://apsva.us/Domain/1676 

Contact	us	at:	tjmsjeffpost@gmail.com	
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Movie	Review	

Miss	Peregrine’s	Home	for	Peculiar	Children	(PG-13)	

By	Maddie	Crabtree		

Jokes	and	Riddles	

By	Jahan	Puryear,	Zoe	Galvin		

and	Jessica	Spindler	

 
Knock Knock 

Who’s there? 

Kah 

Kah Who 

No, it’s Kahoot. What game are you talking about? 

****************************************************** 
 

A mother, father, their child and a maid all lived in a 

round house. One day, they came home to <ind the father 

dead. The police came and asked for everyone’s alibi. The 

mother said she was grocery shopping. The child was at a 

soccer game. The maid said she was knitting in the cor-

ner. Who killed the father? 

 

Answer: The maid did it. There are no corners in a round 

house. 

 

A black dog lay in the middle of the road. None of the cars 

had headlights on, and there were no street lamps, yet all 

of the cars swerved around the dog. How is that possible? 

 

Answer: It was daytime. 

 

How do you make the number seven an even number 

without addition, subtraction, multiplication or division? 

 

Answer: You drop the “s.” 

 

Imagine that you are in a pitch-black room with no doors 

or windows, and you can’t  see anything. How do you get 

out? 

 

Answer: Stop imagining. 

 

Sources:	brainden.com,	riddles.com,		short-funny.com	

Jake’s grandfather leaves clues for him to <ind a wonderful place called 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. But the place ends up be-

ing full of mystery and magic. As he <inds out more about the children’s 

magic, Jake <inds out about his own powers — and that they can help his 

friends! The movie is based on the best-selling book. 

 

I really recommend this movie to anybody who has read the book. But 

keep in mind that some of the characters and settings are very different 

from the book.  My opinion is that Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 

Children is a magical movie. The special effects were so good, it looked like 

Emma was actually <lying. The movie de<initely meets expectations. 

 

Overall, Miss Peregrine’s Home for 

Peculiar Children is a very wonder-

ful movie with great special effects. 

If you are into mysteries and a 

magical storyline, you will love this 

movie! So be sure not to miss it! 

 

 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Winter	is	Here	

	 	 	 	 	 	 By	Suyana	Fernandez	Huayllas	

	

Winter is here with the 

Sounds of shivers 

Snow	with	laughter	

Shorter	

Darker	days	in	

Silent	peace	

With	not	even	the	peep	of	a	bird	

The	sound	of	icicles	crackling	

Sipping	hot	cocoa	

In	its	warm	cup	

The	freeze	

The	breeze	

Oh,	how	we	will	have	joy	


