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We are                                  

Internationally-Minded! 

 The aim of all IB schools is to develop  

“. . . Internationally-Minded people who, recognizing 

their common humanity and shared guardianship of the  

planet, help to create a better and more peaceful 

world.” (IB, 2008) 

 TJMS students develop international-mindedness as 

they learn to communicate in more than one language; 

grow in intercultural understanding through their interac-

tions with a diverse community of peers; engage with 

global issues in all subject area classrooms; and serve in 

our communities to address global challenges. 

 We look forward to another year of seeing our students 

learn, grow and have an impact today to prepare for mak-

ing a difference tomorrow. 

 According to the IB, the terms, “international” and “global” convey  

different points of view of the world. “International” focuses on 

“constituent parts” such as the relationships among states. The “global” 

perspective focuses on the planet as a whole with an  

appreciation that distinctions between what is “local”, “national” or 

“global” are not as pronounced given new technologies and other  

factors. 

September – October 2016        

 At the end of the 2015-16 school year, Katheryn Lan-

man, now an 8th grader at Thomas Jefferson, won the In-

ternational Baccalaureate Mid-Atlantic Association (IBMA) 

Student Excellence Award. Each year, the IBMA Associa-

tion of World Schools selects a student from each of the 

four programs of the IB  continuum.  

 Last year’s monetary award was a $500 scholarship. 

(Continued on page 3) 

TJMS student wins regional IB award 

“Learning together to understand and improve ourselves, our futures, and our world.” 

Harvard University’s Project Zero 

Comes to TJMS  

 During pre-service week, TJMS teachers engaged in a 

number of exceptional workshops to prepare for the new 

year. Among them was a training in developing students’ 

global competence, “. . .  the capacity and disposition 

to act on issues of global significance.”  

 Consultants, Veronica Boix-Mansilla and Michael     

Kozuch, spent the day with teachers demonstrating how 

to use global thinking routines (strategies for engaging    

students in in-depth thinking and sharing of perspectives 

around global issues) to     

support students in develop-

ing International-

mindedness. 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

  

 

 

Project Zero Consultant, 

Michael Kozuch, leads 

an inquiry-based ses-

sion using the global 

thinking routine, “See, 

Think, Wonder.” 

At right, Katheryn Lanman receives her award from the 

IBMA Vice President for Middle Years Programs. 



Service Interest Areas 

Providing food, clothing and  

companionship for people in need 

 

Protecting the environment/Going green 

 

Promoting healthy eating and  

living/gardening 

 

Beautifying the environment  

through art 

 

Improving educational opportunities  

 

Promoting peace and resolving conflict 

 

Promoting reading literacy 

 

Fighting global and local illnesses  

 

Ensuring equal access to technology     

for all 

 

Fighting homelessness 

 

Animal welfare 

TJMS SERVICE AS ACTION Expectations 
Perform service in 1 or more service focus area(s). 

Reflect on each activity (see notes below) 

Obtain activity sponsors’ signatures 

6th grade: 10 hours 8th grade: Community Project 

7th grade:  15 hours NJHS member 25 hours 

In the case of multiple activities with one organization, only one reflection at the end of the term is necessary. 

Reflections will prompt students to discuss achievement of the following service outcomes: 

• become more aware of their own strengths and areas for growth      • discuss, evaluate, and plan student-initiated activities 

• undertake challenges that develop new skills                                           • persevere in action 

• work collaboratively with others                                                                 • consider the ethical implications of their actions 

• develop international-mindedness through global engagement, multilingualism, and intercultural understanding 

 TJMS’ first ever Service As Action 

Fair was Thursday, October 13th. 

Several organizations in Arlington that 

are addressing issues that align with 

the TJMS service interest areas (see 

at right) shared their organizations’ missions, activities and 

service opportunities for youth. 

 During their lunches, students met face-to-face with repre-

sentatives to learn first hand about service work in our local 

community and to sign-up to volunteer on “Make a Difference 

Day”, October 22, 

2016. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Area Service Organizations come to 

TJMS 
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Highlighting the IB Learner Profile 

 According to the IB, ten attributes define the qualities of 

lifelong learners who are internationally-minded. These ten 

traits, agreed upon by IB educators around the globe, make 

up the IB learner profile.   

 At TJMS, we reflect on the 

development of these traits in 

subject area classrooms 

throughout the year.  At the end 

of each month, students nomi-

nate a peer from their teams 

whom they identify as best mod-

eling the featured trait of the 

month. The selected students’ 

individual pictures are posted in 

the school. 

 Families can help develop 

students’ awareness of these 

qualities by inquiring about the 

featured trait of the month and 

asking how their child and other 

families members are demon-

strating the trait at home. 

 

The 10 attributes of 

the IB learner profile 

Inquirers  

Knowledgeable  

Thinkers  

Communicators  

Principled  

Open-minded  

Caring  

Risk-takers  

Balanced  

Reflective 

TJMS student wins regional    

IB award                                              
(continued form page 1) 

 Applicants for the IB Students Excellence 

Award are from IB schools n Virginia, Delaware, 

Maryland and District of Columbia. Only six (6) 

students across all grade levels in the entire Mid-

Atlantic region won this prestigious award last 

year. Eight TJMS students were risk-takers and 

applied for the award. 

 

 

 

Winner, TJMS student, Katheryn Lanman’s 

creative piece on the IB Learner Profile. 

Harvard University’s Project Zero Comes to TJMS                                      
(continued from page 1) 

 The Project Zero training also included a session on planning for interdisciplinary learning, an essential component of 

the teaching and learning model of the IB Middle Years Program. This form of learning engages students in instruction 

and assessments that combine two subject areas leading to a more comprehen-

sive understanding of the topics studied. Units of instruction conclude with one or 

more assessment tasks common to both subjects. Student work is assessed 

against one or more of the following criteria: 

 Disciplinary Grounding (understanding of the topics and skills practiced 

from each subject) 

 Synthesis (demonstration of the interrelatedness of the subjects     

studied in the unit)  

 Communication (use of communication strategies and appropriate    

citation conventions) 

 Reflection (self-evaluation of interdisciplinary understanding and evaluation 

of the benefits and limitations of information learned) 

TJMS teachers collaborate during 

Project Zero training  
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Developing Principled 

Learners  

 Each September, we emphasize the             

importance of being principled learners. The 

IB learner profile trait, PRINCIPLED,       

highlights the qualities of integrity, respect, 

and responsibility.  

 Through subject-related learning  

experiences students explore what it means 

to be principled. For example, in eighth 

grade, students inquire into ethics in science 

and discuss their positions in Socratic semi-

nars.  

 In September, we also emphasize that  

principled students demonstrate Academic 

Honesty. In their Teacher Advisory        

periods, students learn about plagiarism, col-

lusion, and examples of misconduct.   

 In the October student-led conferences, 

students share what they learn about Aca-

demic Honesty and our school policy. Stu-

dents and parents/guardians sign the Aca-

demic Honesty pledge which is kept on file at 

school.  

 Throughout the year, teachers provide   

students with skills and resources to support 

them in meeting the school’s expectations for 

Academic Honesty.  

Participating organizations included: 

 Marshall Legacy Institute 

 Crop Hunger Walk 

 Culpepper Gardens Senior Center 

 Arlington Parks and Recreation 

 Art for Humanity 

 American Red Cross 

 Bikes for the World 

 Area Service Organizations come to 

TJMS                                                             
(Continued from page 2) 

TJMS staff, students, and families participated 

in national “Make a Difference Day” by volun-

teering on Saturday, October 22, in the school 

community garden, beautifying the grounds of 

Randolph Elementary School, walking in the 

Arlington Crop Hunger Walk, and working at 

Martha’s Table in Washington, D.C. 


