
Inside this issue: 

I am pleased to share that we successfully completed the first quarter of the 2016-2017 school year at Thomas  
Jefferson Middle School (TJMS).  I have enjoyed meeting so many families at TJMS school events such as, Back-to-
School Night, Student Led Conferences, and our Fall Harvest Festival.  I know that together we will 
make this a productive and successful learning for all TJMS students. 
 
Safety is a priority at TJMS.   All parents/guardians and visitors must sign in at the main office and 
inform the main office staff of the reason for the visit.  In addition, we ask that parents/guardians be 
mindful of pedestrians and other drivers when dropping off and picking up students, and follow signs 
and pavement markers. 
  
Our School Management Plan (SMP) for the 2016-17 school year is completed and is now a working 
and breathing document predicated on three goals:   
 
Goal 1 
3-yr. SMART Objective: 
By June 2018, Thomas Jefferson Middle School IB trained staff will meet 100% of the standards and practices for 
IBMYP with particular emphasis on developing strong unit planners. 
 
1-yr SMART Objective: 
By June 2017: 

a. 100% of IB trained teachers will develop and strengthen the use of the MYP unit planning  
      process. 
a. 100% of IB trained teachers will ensure unit plans demonstrate that students encounter all six global con-

texts over the course of their study. 
b. 100% of IB trained teachers will ensure support for the implementation of approaches to  
      learning within unit plans. 

A Message from Principal Boggan 

THOMAS JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

FIRST QUARTER NEWSLETTER 

This newsletter is a glimpse into 

what is happening in non-core 

classrooms. See your team’s   

weekly email blast for updates 

from the team.  

Special Dates of Interest: 

 Book Fair, 12/5—12/9 

 PTA Meeting—12/6 at 7PM 

 Winter Band Concert—12/7 at 7PM 

 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Literary and  Vis-

ual Arts Contest, entries due 12/9 

 Winter  Chorus Concert—12/12 at 7PM 

 Winter Orchestra Concert—12/13 at 7PM 

 Fall Sports Banquet—12/14 at 6:30 PM 

 Interims Sent Home—12/16 

 No Late Buses, 12/21 

 Winter Break, 12/22—1/2 

 No School For Students—1/16 & 1/20 

 7th & 8th Grade Science Fair, 1/25 
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Learning together to understand and improve ourselves, our future, and our world.  
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A MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL BOGGAN , TESTING 

The ACCESS for ELLs assessment is scheduled to take place at Thomas Jefferson Middle School during 

the months of January and February and is administered to students who have been identified as English 

language learners.  The ACCESS for ELLs is a K-12 English language proficiency assessment that 

includes four testing domains – reading, listening, speaking and writing.  This assessment helps students 

and families understand students’ current level of English language proficiency.  TJMS parents will receive 

a letter if their son/daughter will be participating in this year’s assessment.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Mrs. Shari Brown, TJMS School Testing Coordinator, via email: shari.brown@apsva.us.  

Please go to the Jefferson website (https://jefferson.apsva.us/access-ells-assessment/) for the testing 

schedule for the 2016-2017 ACCESS for ELLs assessment. 

Testing 

A Message from Principal Boggan Continued 

Goal 2 
3–yr. SMART Objective:   
By June 2018, 100% of non-proficient students in all AMO reporting groups will increase English Language Arts and 
Math proficiency levels indicated below. 
 
1–yr. SMART Objective:   
By June 2017: 

 The ALL student subgroup failure rate in Reading will reduce by 10% (from 17.84% to 16.06%) and Mathematics 
(from 15.16% to 13.64%).   

 The Gap Group 1 subgroup failure rate in Reading will reduce by 10% (from 28.98% to 26.08%). 

 The Gap Group 3 subgroup failure rate in Reading will reduce by 10% (from 29.87% to 26.9%). 

 The ED subgroup failure rate in Reading will reduce by 10% (from 29.39 to 26.5%). 

 The LEP subgroup failure rate in Reading will reduce by 10% (from 43.12% to 38.8%).  

 The Students with Disabilities subgroup failure rate in Reading will reduce by 10% (from 47.57% to 42.81%).   

 The Students with Disabilities subgroup failure rate in Math will reduce by 10% (from 39.76% to 35.8%). 
  

Goal 3    
3-yr. SMART Objective:  

 By June 2018, more than 75% of Thomas Jefferson Middle School parents completing the APS Site-Based Sur-
vey will respond “Strongly Agree” or “Somewhat Agree” to the statement, I collaborate with the staff at my child’s 
school to continue my child’s development at home as well as at school.   

 
1-yr. SMART Objective:   
By June 2017, 75% of Thomas Jefferson Middle School parents completing the APS Site-Based Survey will respond 
“Strongly Agree” or “Somewhat Agree” to the statement, I collaborate with the staff at my child’s school to continue 
my child’s development at home as well as at school.   
 
Finally, we are excited to share that Thomas Jefferson Middle School was recently ranked the 5th Best Middle 
School in the state of Virginia! 
  
No accomplishment or goal is possible at TJMS without every student, staff, family, and community member  
believing in and contributing to our school’s commitment to creating and fostering an environment where learning is 
pervasive for all learners.   
  
Thank you for all that you have done, are doing, and will do to ensure Thomas Jefferson Middle School continues to 
truly be “The Best of the Best!” Enjoy our TJMS 2016-17 First Quarter Newsletter and best wishes for a wonderful 
Winter Break! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Keisha Boggan 
Principal 

mailto:shari.brown@apsva.us
https://jefferson.apsva.us/access-ells-assessment/
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SPANISH 

In Spanish II classes, the students focused on a review of the topics previously taught in  
Spanish I (personal introductions, school, family and home, pastimes) and began the new  
textbook (Descubre 1, Chapters 6-9) with the chapter on vacations. The classes practiced 
making hotel reservations (verbal and written) with their peers and with the teacher. The  
vacations chapter stressed the present progressive and present verb tenses and, among other 
previously taught verbs, the verbs “ser” and “estar.” Moreover, the students read about the  
cultural aspects of Puerto Rico.  
 
In Intensified Spanish I, the classes began the new textbook (Descubre 1, Chapters 1-5) with 
greetings and farewells and concentrated on personal introductions (verbal and written)  
between peers and between student and teacher. The students used the singular present 
tense forms of verbs (“ser,” “estar,” “tener,” “llamarse,” “gustar,” “vivir”) and incorporated  
noun-adjective agreement in sentence formations in descriptions of others and self. The  
classes also read about Spanish-speaking people in the United States and Canada. 
 
In Spanish I, the classes learned vocabulary on greetings, farewells, and courtesy expressions. 
Moreover, in grammar, the students learned about nouns and article agreement in Spanish and 
the present tense of the verb “ser.” The classes also learned the numbers from 0-30 and how 
to tell time. In culture, the class focused on Hispanics in the United States and Canada. 
 
In Transitional Spanish 6, the classes focused on descriptions (verbal and written) of self,  
including one’s school, pastimes, and family and home, with concentrated study of the exterior 
and interior of the home (house or apartment). Grammar stressed noun-adjective agreement 
and the use of the singular present tense forms of certain verbs (“ser,” “estar,” “tener,” 
“llamarse,” “vivir,” “gustar”). Culture included the countries of origin of the class members. 
 
In Introduction to Spanish classes, the students learned greetings and expressions of courtesy, 
classroom objects and commands, singular forms of the verb “ser” in the present tense, and 
how to tell time. 
 
In SFS II Grade 8, the class read autobiographical and realistic genre selections and wrote  
personal narratives. The students examined metaphors, similes, and poetry, and are currently 
creating travel brochures.  Furthermore, the class is working on the present tense of regular 
and irregular verbs.   
 
In SFS I Grade 7, the classes focused on myths and legends from Latin America and the  
Caribbean. The stories conveyed a moral lesson. Moreover, the students worked on colloquial 
conversation. In writing, the classes composed short essays, including their own stories, using 
sequential mapping. In grammar, the students concentrated on subject-predicate, adjectives, 
prefixes and suffixes, punctuation, and syllabic division.  
 

In Introduction to SFS 6, the classes worked with vocabulary on greetings and farewells and 

expressions of courtesy in relation to families and friends. In grammar, the students used the 

verbs “ser” and “estar” and definite and indefinite articles. The classes focused on the culture 

of Bolivia and a reading of “La Niña y el Perro.” 



Magistra Egbert’s 6
th
 grade Introduction to Latin students have learned a lot about 

Roman culture, including Greek mythological heroes, gods, and animals.  They 
have also started to learn the building blocks of the Latin language: adjectives, 
noun gender, and basic verbs.   
 
In Level I students are learning about the city of Pompeii and its citizens and their 
daily life.  They can now read short passages in Latin and use a variety of Latin 
phrases.  Students are now able to use the nominative and accusative noun  
cases and present tense personal endings of verbs.     
 
In the Level II class we’ve moved from Pompeii to the province of Roman Britain, 
and we are continuing the story of Quintus after the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius.  The 
students have worked on reviewing vocabulary and grammar from last year and 
are now learning new structures such as infinitives, relative clauses, and  
prepositional phrases with ablatives and accusatives.   
 
Latin students from all over Arlington attended a mini-convention on September 
24

th
 to prepare for the Virginia Junior Classical League state convention in  

Richmond on November 20
th
 and 21

st
. Five Jefferson students joined over 150 

other APS Latin students at the state convention this year.   
 
We are also looking forward to the annual APS Saturnalia celebration in   
December. 
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LATIN, AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

American Sign Language 

Latin 

Students use American Sign Language (ASL) to engage in conversations and 
provide information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 
 
Students create a project and do their research & learn new vocabulary in ASL. 
 
Students attempt to improve on their receptive skills after seeing a person  
fingerspell a word.  
 
Students are sometimes provided with the quizzes to prepare for the test day. 
 
Students have been participating in fun activities for ASL. 



Page 5 

CHINESE, FRENCH 

 In the first quarter, Mrs. Yan’s Chinese students developed skills in speaking,  
listening, reading, and writing Chinese in different levels. Students explored  
Chinese culture, tradition, and customs through exposures to China Fun Facts, 
Culture Reading, Chinese music, and culture video. Chinese II students are able 
to conduct simple conversation regarding most daily life situations in target  
language. They expanded their vocabulary and made significant progresses in 
their reading and writing skills. Students were able to comprehend and respond 
in both speaking and writing to multi-paragraph texts in target language. Chinese 
I and Introduction to Chinese students were able to respond to school and  
classroom language, greet people and exchange basic personal information, and 
introducing family and family members with some information. Chinese I students 
created video, slideshows in both speaking and writing forms to introduce  
themselves and their family. Introduction to Chinese students created family trees 
to introducing their family. In the second quarter, Chinese students will continue 
exploring China’s past, present, and future through learning the language.   

Chinese 

French 

Intro to French - 6th grade students are practicing numbers and greetings and 
expressing what they like and don’t like.  We are also creating, reading and 
dramatizing class stories.  We are reading “Brandon Brown Veut un Chien”.  
 
FR I - 7th & 8th grade students have practiced and performed skits inviting 
friends to participate in leisure activities.  We have also begun a novel “Brandon 
Brown Veut un Chien” or “Pauvre Anne”.  We are exploring popular French 
songs from Canada, Belgium, France, and Rwanda.  We learned about how 
France celebrates La Toussaint by watching a news cast and making paper  
flowers for our cemetery.  
 
FR II - 8th grade students have completed their review from French I and are 
moving onto learning about shopping for clothing and food.  We are exploring 
popular French songs and beginning a novel “Le Nouvel Houdini” in the past 
tense.  We investigated famous people buried at Père la Chaise cemetery and 
made tombstones to celebrate La Toussaint. 
 

FR I Intensified - 7th grade students  have completed their review from Intro to 
French and have begun to write and dramatize class stories.  We have also  
begun a novel “Pauvre Anne” ; and we are exploring popular French songs from 
Canada, Belgium, France, and Rwanda.  We learned about how France  
celebrates La Toussaint by watching a news cast and making paper flowers for 
our cemetery.  
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IB PROGRAMME, P.E., FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES,   

AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

The physical education department started the year off with fitness testing.  
Football, Frisbee, and volleyball are all the buzz in classes now. Health classes 
are busy focusing on social and mental health. 

Physical Education 

Family & Consumer Sciences 

All FACS classes began with a unit on Strengthening Family Relationships and 
Communication.  Students have been completing weekly chores at home to 
contribute to their family and learn skills for self-management.  In our second 
unit (Food Preparation), 6th grade students have been learning how to measure 
ingredients and use kitchen tools and appliances safely.  They tested their 
measuring skills by making their own Cake in a Mug.  7th grade students have 
been preparing foods from different regions around the USA, like home-made 
mac and cheese from the South.  8th grade students have been exploring  
various cuisines from around the world, making Empanadas (Latin America) and 
Lemon Scones (UK). Quarter 1 ended with our Nutrition unit. 

All three grades completed their Production Shop safety certifications and  
power machine training. The 6th graders in Introduction to Technology acquired 
skills on four machines, 7th graders in Inventions and Innovations were trained on 
six machines, and the 8th graders in Technological Systems gained competence 
on nine machines. Putting these skills to use, each class accomplished a project 
intended to simulate design and production in the real world. The 7th graders 
completed a team assembly-line activity in a competition format and the 8th  
graders completed a manufacturing engineering project. In the Robotics  
Engineering ACT II class students are studying Robotics technologies and 
are programming the Lego NXT Robots learning movement and sensor control.  
Students in the Transportation Engineering ACT II class are starting their design 
challenge, which is to construct a Magnetic Levitation vehicle. The Yellow Jackets 
Period accomplished 2 units of instruction, the Intro to Technology Unit and 
the Rocket Design and Launch Unit. 

Technology Education 

IB Middle Years Programme 

The IB Coordinator releases a quarterly newsletter. Go to https://
jefferson.apsva.us/ib-programme-newsletter/ for the latest news about our IB  
Middle Years Programme, including the Learner Profile, Service expectations, and 
more.  
 

https://jefferson.apsva.us/ib-programme-newsletter/
https://jefferson.apsva.us/ib-programme-newsletter/


Page 7 

BUSINESS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES, 

VISUAL ARTS 

Computer Solutions grade 6 students practiced internet safety and cyber 
ethics as they developed marketing strategies for their company of choice. 
 
Digital Input Technology grade 7 students developed advertising messages 
and marketing plans to reach potential audiences for products, brands,  
organizations, and ideas. 
 
Computer Applications and Internet Technology grade 8 students assumed 
the role of Brand Marketing VP to complete a SWOT analysis, present a  
marketing strategy, and create a print advertisement.    
 
Yearbook students attended the NOVA Yearbooks Fall Workshop where 
they joined other middle school yearbook staffs to discuss theme and concept, 
examine storylines, and look at visual inspiration.  

Visual Arts 

Business and Information Technologies 

Ms. Barbour’s  6th grade students finished a clay unit, making and glazing  
emoji’s and pinch pot derived animals. They used observational drawing skills 
and their imagination on their transformation drawings.  Now they are working 
on one point perspective through choice-based assignments. 
 
Ms. Shepardson’s  6th grade students also completed a drawing unit. In  
addition, they researched and drew oil pastel portraits of endangered animals. 
7th grade visual arts students completed a big ceramics unit in which they made  
boxes, mugs and flip flops. They also participated in poster contests on the  
classroom and county level. The 8th grade students are finishing up pencil  
self-portraits. They have learned about values, grid drawing and the artist   
Kehinde Wiley in the process.  

Don’t miss the Winter Band Concert on December 7th at 7:00 PM, 

Winter Chorus Concert on December 12th at 7:00 PM,  

and the Orchestra Concert on December 13th at 7:00 PM! 
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Jefferson’s String Ensemble has spent the first quarter learning ensemble  
playing and individual musical skills, such as posture, tone production, and  
tuning instruments using a tuner app, students are getting a start on “Orchestra 
Karate” to determine their level of experience. The Chamber Orchestra and  
Virtuosi had seating auditions, and worked on technical skills, like tone  
production, scales, arpeggios, new rhythms and shifting. Both of these  
ensembles performed wonderfully in the Fall Pops Concert on October 26th. 
Members from the Chamber and Virtuosi classes also took part in a chamber 
music performance at the PTA-sponsored Fall Harvest Festival on the 28th.  All 
classes have gotten a start on writing final reflections and will be  
looking toward preparation for the Winter Orchestra Concert on Tuesday,  
December 13th. 

THEATER ARTS, BAND, ORCHESTRA 

 

During first quarter, Concert Band (mostly 6th grade, with a few 7th/8th graders) 
have focused on developing musical skills by performing from the Sound  
Innovations method book and selecting small ensemble pieces to perform at the 
Winter Band Concert. Symphonic Band (most 7th and 8th grade band students) 
performed along with all of the APS middle and high school bands during the APS 
Marching Showcase on October 20th and the Patrick Henry ES Halloween  
Parade on Monday, October 31st.  During the first half of Quarter 2, both  
Jefferson Bands will prepare for the Winter Band Concert on Wednesday,  
December 7th, 2016 at 7:00 PM.  

Band 

Orchestra 

Theater Arts 

All actors have been creative and busy this first quarter. All the drama students 
began their year devising and performing very entertaining Lip Sync performance. 
The 7th graders began studying the history and technique of pantomime. After 
creating some pretty funny performances, they focused their talents on creating a 
powerful pantomime performance for Day of Peace called “Peaceful Power”. The 
8th graders continued their quarter with learning how to 
stage a scene.  They worked in groups to stage and  
perform a scene of their choice. After their wonderful Lip 
Sync performance, the 6th graders journeyed back to where  
theater began, Ancient Greece. They have learned how  
theater developed in Ancient Greece and will focus their 
study on two elements of the Ancient Greek Theater: the 
chorus and masks.  



Orchestra 
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CHORUS, ESOL/HILT, IPAD PROGRAM 

ESOL/HILT  

Mr. Lash’s HILT-A classes took a big step this week towards expanding students’  
awareness of and access to e-books by visiting Ms. Wall in the Library for a tutorial on 
APS/TJMS e-book apps/portals, notably MackinVia and Destiny Discover.  We are  
currently reading “A Long Way to a New Land”, which will provide the context for a series 
of assignments that are linked to grade-level Reading/ELA standards and that,  
ultimately, will work their way VGLA (the portfolio binders.  And in Science, having just 
finished a unit on foundational science knowledge/skills and terms, we will embark on an 
experiment this coming week that will build and develop students’ inquiry skills,  
data-collection, and scientific methods – by making and flying paper airplanes of different 
sizes!! 
 
English is rich with symbolic elements. In Ms. Dunbar's Yellow Jackets period reaching 
and bridging ELLs explore language confusion through Amelia Bedilia, researching idiom 
meanings and origins, practicing inference and learning how to read and understand  
analogies. 

Chorus 

All chorus students had the opportunity to perform at the PTA and Garden Committee's 
Fall Harvest Celebration on October 28th. The 7

th
 and 8

th
 Grade Chorus performed in the 

Music Department Fall Pops Concert on October 26th. This ensemble also participated 
in the Washington Lee Pyramid Concert on November 4th at Wakefield High School. 
The female students looked great in their new concert dresses, which were fitted,  
measured and hemmed in record time thanks to several talented volunteers! In addition, 
several students participated in honors chorus auditions for Arlington County and  
Virginia Music Educators Association District XII. Chorus classes are beginning a new 
unit on performing with technical accuracy in preparation for their next performance on 
Monday, December 14th at 7:00 PM.  

We are very excited that this year every student at Thomas Jefferson has an iPad.   
Teachers and students are exploring new ways to support personal learning and are 
happy to have extra access to technology tools.  Please know that APS is constantly 
working to improve the process for teachers and students.  With the added responsibility 
of personal devices, we continue to support students as they learn to make better  
decisions and become more informed digital citizens.  Remember any technical issues 
should be reported to the student’s TA teacher who will then ensure the problem gets 
routed to the right support system.  Damaged and lost devices are replaced as quickly as 
possible, but there is not a guaranteed time of return.  As always, we thank the Jefferson 
community for their support and flexibility.  More information about the personalized 
learning initiative can be found on our website:  
https://jefferson.apsva.us/technology-resources/digital-learning-initiative-updates/ 

iPad Program 

https://jefferson.apsva.us/technology-resources/digital-learning-initiative-updates/
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GIFTED PROGRAM  

 

Gifted Program 

Students at Thomas Jefferson Middle School identified for Gifted Services have been 
receiving differentiated instruction in all content areas this first quarter.  
   
Sixth Grade Social Studies: 
Students are working on a Colonial Regions processing assignment where they 
choose the product based on their interest. They will create a colonial ad campaign 
where they have a choice of  topic. Students work in homogeneous groups based on 
readiness level in several group assignments, including looking at the purpose and 
function of political parties. Students are assigned roles in group projects to push them 
to think deeper. Both Yellow Jacket periods have been extension activities for gifted 
students working on primary/secondary sources and document based  
questions. Students are participating in Document Based Questioning Activities to  
prepare for essay test in AP classes with the RTG, Ms. Benante. 

 
Sixth Grade Reading 
Students work in Google Classroom, which allows Ms. Benante the ability to  
differentiate quite easily by having articles available at different lexiles for students. 
Students start at one level, and if they are having trouble comprehending, or find the 
article very easy, they can choose a different lexile. This is a great tool for teaching 
metacognition (thinking about your thinking) as well. Assignments or "extension"  
activities are available for students who finish early. They can explore for further  
learning...and fun! Ms. Benante holds discussions for the students who do this extra 
exploring.   
 
Sixth Grade Stingray Science 
Lessons are infused with opportunities for students of all ability levels to demonstrate 
their understanding.  Questions asked during class discussions are designed to  
challenge students to explain their thinking and defend their answers with evidence.   
Worksheets range in complexity, from finding answers in the text (e.g., What Causes 
Tides?) to thinking more deeply about work we have done in class (e.g., Scale Models
--Think About It!).  Writing assignments also vary in complexity, from scripted  
paragraphs (e.g., Science Article Summary & Reflection) to papers on self-chosen  
topics  (e.g., Planet Properties).  The science website content folders offer additional 
materials for students who want to investigate topics of interest to them.  
 
Seventh Grade Social Studies: 
For Seventh Grade Social Studies students, GT differentiation comes during our  
summative assessments provided by the county. Students are provided additional 
documents to analyze in class and are required to reach a deeper level of  
understanding. We also have GT extra credit each unit and extensions for nearly  
every big assignment.  



Orchestra 
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GIFTED PROGRAM AND MINORITY ACHIEVEMENT  

Minority Achievement at Jefferson 

Latinas Leading Tomorrow (LLT) 
Latinas Leading Tomorrow (LLT) will meet after school in room 277B on the 1

st
 

and 3
rd

 Mondays of the month.  LLT’s  mission is to empower Latinas as strong, 
successful leaders in their chosen path and in their community.  This year Ms. 
Reeve, Ms. Yaffe, Ms. Lopez, Ms. Yurrita and Mr. Cotman will serve as sponsors.  
Meetings focus on leadership skills, goal setting, career exploration, college prep, 
community service and pride in cultural heritage. 
 
Color of Leadership Conference 
The Office of Minority Achievement sponsored the Color of Leadership  
Conference: Girls Rise Up! Setting the Stage for Success on Saturday, November 
19, 2016.  This annual conference for middle school girls featured a keynote from 
Maribel Duran, Chief of Staff at the White House Initiative on Educational  
Excellence for Hispanic Americans, and writer/performer/educator and  
multi-award winning slam poet, Elizabeth Acevedo.  Students also participated in 
workshops on topics including, but not limited to, identifying your leadership style, 
team-building for leaders and politics and advocacy.  The event took place at 
Yorktown High School from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 
HILT Advisory Committee 
Jefferson students participating in this year’s Latino Youth Leadership Conference 
were invited to join the newly created HILT Advisory Committee.  The conference 
was held at George Mason University (Arlington Campus) on Friday, November 
18, 2106.  As part of the advisory committee, students meet twice a month to  
discuss what is working well with regards to meeting the needs of students  
receiving ESOL/HILT services and to make recommendations to Ms. Boggan 
based on their personal experiences.  Ms. Rodriguez, Mr. Lash, Ms. Yurrita and 
Mr. Cotman will serve as sponsors. 

Gifted Program Continued 

Seventh Grade Science  
Classes have been engaging in Concept Development activities to grasp  
scientific research concepts such as interdependence.  
 
Eighth grade  
English and Social Studies classes have participated in Socratic Seminars on A 
Long Walk to Water and Milk of Birds during the Water Project unit.   
 
All teams are offering extensions during Yellow Jackets period, so that students 
who need further study and exploration can benefit. Please contact Ms. Hunter 
Benante, RTG at hbenante@apsva.us with any questions! 

mailto:hbenante@apsva.us


Page 12 

Minority Achievement at Jefferson Continued 

Robotics 
This is the third consecutive year the Arlington Chapter of the Links, Incorporated, has 
sponsored a robotics team at Jefferson.  The team, the Golden Jackets, consists of ten 
8

th
 grade girls.  The Golden Jackets competed in the FIRST LEGO League Regional 

Robotics Tournament at Mary Ellen Henderson Middle School on Saturday, November 
5, 2016.  The team put forth a great effort and came home with the Judges Award for 
their teamwork and collaboration.  The following students make up the team: Farah 
Bahr, Abby Dhakal, Jessica Fields, Aysha Hussen, Abena Konadu, Nikira Moore, Aida 
Mulugeta, Tayiba Rehman, Sequoia Swails, Bana Yosief.  Ms. Black, Ms. Bell, Ms. 
Pennington and Mr. Cotman served as coaches. 
 
Coalition of 100 Black Women 
The Northern Virginia Chapter of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women  
sponsors a monthly mentoring program for middle school girls.  The program is held 
one Saturday a month from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
(library).  This year’s theme is Our Sisters’ Voices . . . Giving Sound to the Light with 
Your Voice.  Session topics include: engaging in your community, STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics), discovering your talents, and setting 
your goals.  
 
Edu-Futuro Robotics Club 
Edu-Futuro is partnering with Thomas Jefferson Middle School to create a robotics 
club.  Starting in January, students will meet once a week after school and complete an 
11 session curriculum on programming.  Students will then compete in a FIRST LEGO 
League Regional Tournament next year.  Mr. Lash will serve as a sponsor of the club 
along with a volunteer from Edu-Futuro. 
 
Visit to the National Museum of African American History and Culture 
The Office of Minority Achievement sponsored a trip to the National Museum of  
African American History and Culture on Tuesday, November 15, 2016.  There were 
over 200 APS middle and high school students in attendance.  Jefferson students who 
participated in the Lunch Talks about Race and Identity last year were invited to attend 
along with members of the Golden Jackets robotics team. 
 
6

th
 Grade Transition Group 

Rising 6
th
 graders who, along with their families, attended Transition Saturday at  

Washington-Lee High School last June were invited to meet with Ms. Pennington and 
Mr. Cotman Tuesdays to discuss their adjustment to middle school and share  
experiences as 6

th
 graders.  The group meets during lunch time and though the original 

idea was for the group to end at the beginning of the 2
nd

 quarter, participants have  
decided to meet throughout the school year.  

MINORITY ACHIEVEMENT 
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A MESSAGE FROM COUNSELING 

A Message From Counseling 

Our School Counselors at TJMS are certified/ licensed  
educators. We partner with staff, parents/guardians, and  
community members to support the academic, career, and 
personal-social needs of the whole child. We work with students on an  
individual basis, in a small group and in classrooms to encourage growth  
opportunities.  
 
As your child’s counselors, we offer various options for supporting their  
development: 

 Individual and small group counseling to assist in understanding  
feelings, concerns and behaviors that are unique to middle school 
development. Areas of focus may include: peer relationships, peer  
pressure, teasing, sexual harassment, bullying, internet safety, stress,  
organizational strategies, conflict resolution, and emotional or  
academic difficulties 

 Academic and career planning: including course selection, information 
on graduation requirements, academic and career options, orientation 
and transition strategies for middle and high school, and our annual 
Career Day event 

 Facilitation in parent-team conferences, intervention assistance teams 
and other collaborative efforts with teachers, parents, administrators, 
and students 

 Character Education in the form of classroom lessons, group and  
individual counseling;  including the IB Character Trait of the Month in 
alignment with IB Learner Profiles 

 Crisis counseling: intervention strategies and resource referrals 

 Community and Service activities 

 Referrals to outside-based tutoring or counseling services 

 Attendance/Truancy interventions in collaboration with our School  
Social Worker 

 Substance abuse prevention and intervention plans with our  
     Substance Abuse Counselor 
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A Message from Counseling Continued 

Students and parents/guardian may request input from their counselor throughout the 
year. Here are some reasons students may request to meet with their School Counselor: 

 “I had an argument with my best friend and he/she doesn’t want to be my 
friend” 

 “Some students in my science class are talking about a confrontation after 
school” 

 “My parents are arguing and I don’t know what to do” 

 “My grandfather is really ill…I’m scared and don’t know what to do” 

 “My mom just had a baby and I feel like she doesn’t have time for me as much 
anymore” 

 “I just found out my family is moving” 

 “My dad wants me to be an engineer, but I want to be a pilot” 

 “I’m nervous about high school and what to expect in 9th grade” 

 “I am completely lost in Algebra class” 
Here are some reasons parents/guardians may want to meet with their child’s School 
Counselor: 

 “This is my son’s third year at Jefferson and he is still having a difficult time  
adjusting” 

 “My husband is being deployed in two weeks and my daughter may need some 
support in this adjustment” 

 “My daughter used to be excited about school, but lately she doesn’t seem as 
interested” 

 “My wife and I recently separated and my son may need support during this 
time” 

 “My son seems to be getting teased at school” 

 “As a family, how do we prepare for our child going to high school/college” 

  “What courses are offered next year that address my child’s personal interest” 

Our Counseling Staff:  
Susan Holland: Director of Counseling  
703-228-2907/ Susan.Holland@apsva.us  

 
Amelia Black: 8

th
 grade Counselor 

703-228-5897/ Amelia.Black@apsva.us 

Erin Pennington: 6
th
 grade Counselor 

703-228-5864/ Erin.Pennington@apsva.us  
Jessica Reeve: Part-time HILT Counselor 
(Monday/ Wednesday) 
703-228-5872/ Jessica.Reeve@apsva.us 

Tiffini Woody-Pope: 7
th
 grade Counselor 

703-228-5899/ Tiffinia.WoodyPope@apsva.us 
Ana Rodriguez: Part-time HILT Counselor 
(Thursday/ Friday) 
703-228-5871/ Ana.Rodriguez2@apsva.us 

Siobhan Bowler: Substance Abuse Counselor 
703-228-6361/ Siobhan.Bowler@apsva.us  

 

A MESSAGE FROM COUNSELING 
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Thousands of books are currently in circulation! Books check out for 3 weeks: please encourage 
your child to return overdue books. Jefferson Library books have a due date sticker on the back 
and “Jefferson” stamped on the edges of the pages. Please make sure Jefferson books are  
returned to Jefferson Library and Arlington Public Library books are returned to the Arlington  
Public Library!  
 

During the first couple of weeks of school, students all came to the Library for an orientation on 
using the Jefferson Library and its resources and began checking out books. We've had lots going 
on: 8th grade geography classes doing water resources research, reading classes coming in for 
checkouts, and science fair research has begun—we've just finished introducing the 7th grade 
teams to print materials and online databases (and how they can be accessed also at home using 
MackinVia—either on computers or iPads). Other science classes will be in soon.  
 

One new thing Ms. Wall has been showing students this year is how to create an account and use 
NoodleTools, an online bibliography citation maker that saves their bibliographies. This year all 
Arlington secondary schools switched to NoodleTools, so we have been making sure students 
know how to start using this subscription site that helps students easily and accurately create lists 
of all the sources they use for projects. Students can use it for their science fair research, which 
requires APA format. Please have your student see Ms. Wall in the Library if they are having 
problems accessing/using their account.  We hope that APS Information Services will soon link 
student NoodleTools accounts to their One Login account to make accessing it simpler.    
 

Ms. Wall has also begun creating library instructional videos.  These videos, which can be found 
in the Library section of the Jefferson website, are meant to be quick reviews of how to use library
-related sites and technology.  Currently there are videos on NoodleTools and MackinVia, which 
is the access portal to the great APS research databases.  Soon we hope to also have videos 
about using our APS apps (MackinVia and Destiny Discover) to checkout and read e-books and  
e-audiobooks.   
 

Students have access to Library resources 24/7.  MackinVia (accessed through a computer or the 
app on their iPads) can be used to search online encyclopedias or databases for their research.  
And the MackinVia and Destiny Discover apps can be used on student devices to checkout, 
download, and read free e-books and e-audiobooks.  Students have started to learn about these 
apps—more specifics will come soon.  If students want to start exploring now, they can ask Ms. 
Wall or look for login information on the Jefferson Library webpages. 
 

This year's TAB club is up and running. TAB is a book club Ms. Wall runs with help from Ms.  
Gentle from Arlington Central Library that meets every 2 weeks during student lunches. We focus 
on books nominated to be this year’s American Library Association best books for young adults.  
Students read, review, and discuss these books throughout the year; in the spring we will vote for 
Jefferson’s top 10 TAB Picks list. It’s not too late to join!  We are trying to go as paperless as  
possible this year and run TAB through Google Classroom, so attendance sign-ins, information, 
and notices are accessed after students join the Classroom.  Students should be writing short  
reviews of books they read—those reviews are being done through Google Classroom, too.  One 
annual activity is our All-TAB author visit.  We are still planning when this author visit will be…and 
who will be our guest author.  Arlington Public Library’s Friends of the Library finances 
most of this event—when you buy books from the Public  Library’s used books sales, you help 
fund our author visits! 
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