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Adquisición de Lenguaje
El Español 6 Transicional, 2019-2020
¡Bienvenidos!
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Teacher: Dra. Linda Rita Pérez Limo

Email: lindarita.limo@apsva.us


Phone number: 703-228-5900, x 199246

Room number: 246
Arlington Public Schools World Languages Mission: To develop functional oral and written communication skills in the target language and an understanding of other cultural perspectives and practices.

Course Summary:
Welcome! A study of one or more world languages is an expectation of every IB student. This course is a transitional Spanish class for sixth graders who have participated in the FLES and/or Immersion program at the elementary school level in Arlington Public Schools prior to attending Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Completion of the course may result in placement in the Spanish I (Intensified) class or the Spanish for Fluent Speakers I class in the seventh grade. 

The program of studies requires class work, homework, and daily review. Instruction will incorporate use of various technology tools. Performance assessments are based on the Arlington Public Schools Curriculum Framework, Virginia state standards, and the IBMYP Language B standards. Visit the World Languages website at http://apsva.us/worldlanguages to view information on expected proficiency levels, curriculum frameworks, and languages and levels taught in Arlington Public Schools. Go to https://jefferson.apsva.us/ib/ib-programme/ to view pertinent information pertaining to our International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme. Students will access class announcements, assignments, and other essential information via Canvas.
In conjunction with language learning via stories, or TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling), students will continue to learn basic concepts of the Spanish language by developing listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing skills. Additionally, the students will be able to examine the culture and customs of various Spanish-speaking countries in the course of the class.
Texts and Supplemental Materials:

· ¡Viva el español! ¿Qué tal? Textbook (Wright Group/McGraw-Hill, 2005)
· ¡Viva el español! ¿Qué tal? Workbook (Wright Group/McGraw-Hill, 2005)

· TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling) Readers
Materials for Class:

· Section Labeled “Español 6 Transicional” in School Binder

· Loose-leaf Paper (25-100 sheets)

· Composition Notebook (College ruled)
· Ruled Index Cards (4 in. x 6 in., 100-200 cards) (spiral bound or hole-punched)

· 2 Pencils

· Highlighters (One Dark, One Light) (Optional)
Class Expectations:

Each student is expected to…
1. arrive on time to class, prepared with his/her materials;

2. maintain an organized “Español 6 Transicional” section in his/her binder;

3. follow teacher instructions;

4. give his/her very best effort in the target language, Spanish, on all work;

5. treat all members of the class with respect and kindness; and 

6. participate actively, asking questions and respecting all opinions.

Students are expected to adhere to the TJMS Academic Honesty Policy. See the TJMS Student Handbook for more information.
Units:

Descriptions of Others and Oneself
Descriptions of One’s House
Inside the House and House Furniture
In the Kitchen (Appliances and Areas of the Kitchen)

Chores at Home

Introduction to Foods and Meals: Fruits, Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Daily Routine

Aspects of Spanish-speaking countries such as geography, history, arts, holidays, traditions, and literature
Timeline:

	UNITS (Adopted Textbook)
	DATES (A or B Schedule)

	I. Introduction 

	September 3-10, 2019

	II. Unit 4: Description of Home
Culture: El Salvador
	September 11-October 18, 2019
Unit 4 Test

	III. Unit 5: Inside the Home and Furniture
Culture: Chile
	October 21-November 26, 2019
Unit 5 Test
End of Q1: November 4, 2019
Thanksgiving Break: November 27-29, 2019

	IV. Unit 6: Kitchen Appliances and Areas of Kitchen
Culture: Paraquay
	December 2, 2019-January 10, 2020
Unit 6 Test

Winter Break: December 23, 2019-     January 3, 2020
PATS: January 6-24, 2020

	V. Unit 7: Chores at Home
Culture: Belice
	January 13-February 14, 2020
Unit 7 Test

PATS: January 6-24, 2020
Mid-term Exam (Optional): 

Week of January 21, 2020
End of Q2: January 30, 2020

	VI. Unit 8: Fruits
Culture: Peru
	February 18-March 20, 2020
Unit 8 Test

	VII. Unit 9: Breakfast
Culture: Bolivia
	March 23-April 24, 2020
Unit 9 Test

End of Q3: April 3, 2020
Spring Break: April 6-10, 2020

	VIII. Unit 10: Lunch and Dinner
Culture: Colombia
	April 27-May 20, 2020
Unit 10 Test

PATS: May 1-22, 2020
Writing Assessment: May 1-22, 2020

	IX. Unit 11: Daily Routine
Culture: Venezuela
	May 21-June 12, 2020
Unit 11 Test

Final Exam (Optional): 

Week of June 8, 2020
End of Q4: June 19, 2020



	Language Acquisition Assessment Criteria: Phase 1

By the end of sixth grade, you will be able to: 
	

	Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text

i. Identify basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting details.

ii. Recognize basic conventions.

iii. Engage with the spoken and visual text by identifying ideas, opinions and attitudes and by making a personal response to the text.
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	Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text

i. Identify basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting details.

ii. Recognize basic aspects of format and style, and author’s purpose for writing.

iii. Engage with the written and visual text by identifying ideas, opinions and attitudes and by making a personal response to the text.
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	Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text

i. Respond appropriately to simple short phrases.

ii. Interact in simple and rehearsed exchanges, using verbal and non-verbal language.

iii. Use basic phrases to communicate ideas, feelings and information on a variety of aspects of everyday topics.

iv. Communicate with a sense of audience.
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	Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form

i. Write and/or speak using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical structures and conventions; when speaking, use clear pronunciation and intonation.

ii. Organize basic information and use a range of basic cohesive devices.

iii. Use language to suit the context.
	8


Evaluation and Grading Procedures: 

Assessments:
Student progress with language communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) will be monitored and evaluated through formative and summative assessments. All IB assessments will be evaluated according to the proficiency table for each of the four objectives in the MYP Guide (Phase 1).
APS Grading Scale

	Letter Grade
	Percentage

	A
	90 – 100

	B+
	87-89

	B
	80-86

	C+
	77-79

	C
	70-76

	D+
	67-69

	D
	60-66

	E
	0-59


· Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.
· Quarterly grades will round up when the percentage is .5 or higher.
· In addition to achievement, work habits as noted in the report card comments will be evaluated for each course using the following symbols:



+
Surpasses Expectations




#
Meets Expectations




^
Approaching Expectations



N
Needs Improvement

	IB Scale

	8 = 98

	7 = 93

	6 = 88

	5 = 83

	4 = 78

	3 = 73

	2 = 65

	1 = 59

	0 = 55


World Languages Department Grading – Quarter Grade Policy: 
The World Languages Department does round up individual quarter grades. Any quarter grade ending in .5 will be rounded up.
· At the middle school level, assessments will be given throughout the school year in the Transitional Spanish 6 course. 

· A final grade of .75 will be required in order to pass the class.

Calculation of Quarterly Grades:

   


Formative Assessments

Summative Assessments



         for “practice”


         to show mastery
	Weight towards quarterly grade
	30%

· Class Work/Interpersonal Communication (15%)

· Quizzes (15%)
	70%

· IB Criteria A, B, C, D

	Late work policy
	· Assignments accepted through the end of unit or chapter (unless answers given in class)

· Late assignments penalized one letter grade (per number of days late)
	· Assignments accepted through the end of the quarter

· Late assignments penalized one letter grade

· “I” quarterly grade if there are missing summative assessments


Homework: 

· Although a class assignment may be given for completion at home, there will not be a formal “homework” grade for that task, but, rather, a calculated grade under another class category. 
Help!
Please ask for help in and out of the classroom! Teacher help will be available before school from 7:20-7:40 a.m. in Dra. Limo’s room (246) by appointment. 
¡Hablamos en español aquí, por supuesto!

We are happy that you are studying a world language. We will work together and have a great year! ( “Learning together to understand and improve ourselves, our futures, and our world!” 
“Learn, act, grow together!” 

“Rise and reach!” (()
************************************************************************

I have read and I understand the preceding information.

Student Name: ______________________________________________________

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name: ______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________

1st Distribution Date (Copy to Student/Parent or Guardian): September 13, 2019
2nd Distribution Date (Only to Parents or Guardians who hadn’t received Initial Copy): September 19, 2019


Date: __________________________________________________________________
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED IN A WORLD LANGUAGE (EVEN IF YOU DON’T SPEAK A WORD OF IT)
*Offer to help your child to study vocabulary lists by reading a word in English and having him write and/or say the word in the target language.

*Suggest that your child outline on paper the important grammar points in a lesson. Have her read and explain her notes to you, while you read the notes in the spiral notebook. Make sure all explanations and directions are read out loud.

*Check your child’s assignment agenda and/or iPad. Be sure that he is writing all assignments to be completed at home in an agenda and/or an iPad. 

*Encourage your child to review past assignments, notes, and vocabulary index note cards, and to reread previous book lessons. Remind her to keep all notes, handouts, and graded assignments and evaluation tools throughout the course. There are periodic summative assessments.

Help will be available before school from 7:20-7:40 a.m. by appointment. Please encourage your child to seek help from the teacher in and out of the classroom.
***At this point in World Language study, a bilingual dictionary is a luxury, not a necessity. The most important thing a student can do outside of the classroom is to keep up with homework, review his work daily, and practice Spanish, using listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing activities. Thus, he will feel prepared in class and will be able to benefit fully from the program of studies on a daily basis.
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