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Intensified Algebra Syllabus 2017/2018




Mr. Busby Room 255
Contact Information
Email: jason.busby@apsva.us (this is the best way to contact me)

Phone: (703) 228-5900

Goals

· Build on students’ concrete reasoning experiences developed in previous grades

· Construct through active learning experiences a more advanced understanding of mathematics

· Develop deep mathematical understandings required for success in abstract learning experiences

· Apply mathematics as a tool in solving real-life problems

Course Description

This course covers the Algebra curriculum.  Using a flipped classroom model these are the units/topics that will be covered:

Unit 1: Expressions and Equations

Unit 2: Graphing Linear Equations and Functions

Unit 3: Statistics

Unit 4: Writing Linear Equations

Unit 5: Systems of Equations

Unit 6: Linear Inequalities and Systems of Inequalities

Unit 7: Exponents, Polynomials, and Factoring

Unit 8: Quadratics

Unit 9: Radical Expressions

Unit 10: Review

Topic 11: Geometry Readiness

Text

Algebra 1, Virginia Edition, published by Holt McDougal.  authors:  Ron Larson, Laurie Boswell, Timothy D. Kanold & Lee Stiff.  

Supplies and Resource Materials
Students need to come prepared each day with paper, pencil, assignment notebook, and homework.  Students are required to keep all worksheets, notes, homework, classwork, and quizzes until the conclusion of each chapter when further details will be given. Note: students are responsible for the calculator in class and will have to pay for it if it is lost, stolen or damaged.

Units of Study
	Topics
	Approximate Timeline
	When/How Assessed

	Topics 1-3 
	Quarter 1
	Quizzes,

tests and in-class work. 

	Topics 3-5
	Quarter 2
	Quizzes,

tests and in-class work. 

	Topics 6, 7
	Quarter 3
	Quizzes, 

tests and in-class work. 

	Topics 8-11
	Quarter 4
	Quizzes, tests, in-class work, and SOL Review packets and quizzes. 


Determination of Grades
Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.  In Intensified Algebra, grades will be based on:  

· Tests & quizzes: 90% of grade

· Homework & class work: 10% of grade

· The final exam is worth 20% of the student’s overall grade for the course

· Quarterly percent grades will round up when the percentage is .5 or higher  
· Late work is accepted until the end of the quarter

· Re-takes are allowed on all tests if the student fulfills the following criterion:

1. Must complete test corrections and have it signed by a parent

2. Complete extra practice problems and review with the teacher

3. The student has two weeks to re-take the test

4. The re-take will replace the grade if it is higher 

	APS GRADING SCALE 

	Letter Grade
	Percentages
	Quality Points
	AP & IB Quality Points

	       A
	90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100
	4.0
	5.0

	       B+
	87, 88, 89
	3.5
	4.5

	       B
	80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86
	3.0
	4.0

	       C+
	77, 78, 79
	2.5
	3.5

	       C
	70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76
	2.0
	3.0

	       D+
	67, 68, 69
	1.5
	2.5

	       D
	60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66
	1.0
	2.0

	       E
	0 – 59
	0.0
	0.0


               


Math IB Assessment Criteria/Objectives

Students are expected to meet the following objectives by the end of the program. Each criterion will be used at least twice to assess student work.

	Criteria /Objectives
	Maximum Score

	Criterion A: Knowledge and understanding
Demonstrate an understanding of the concepts and skills of the prescribed framework in order to make deductions and solve problems.
	8

	Criterion B: Investigating patterns
Apply mathematical knowledge and problem-solving techniques to investigate a problem, generate and/or analyze information, find relationships and patterns, describe these mathematically as general rules, and justify or prove them.
	8


	Criterion C: Communication in mathematics
Use mathematical language appropriately when communicating mathematical ideas, reasoning and findings-both orally and in writing.
	8

	Criterion D: Reflection in mathematics
Reflect upon findings and problem-solving processes.
	8



Grading scale

For summative tasks (i.e. end-of-unit assignments or tests), grades are calculated by first determining the IB score from the IB rubric that matches the assessment criteria for the task. The IB score is then converted to an APS percentage. Students will receive IB rubrics at the start of each unit of study.

Email and Canvas
The 8th grade teams have set up an email list that goes out every Monday alerting parents of the homework and topics covered that week.  Canvas is where all the videos and notes for the videos will be posted, I am new to Canvas this year, so there could be a few bumps in the road at the beginning. Finally, I check my e-mail multiple times per day—PLEASE send me a note if you have any questions or concerns whatsoever! 
Streaming Homework Help

A new service provided by Mr. Sherrer, students can now log onto a free streaming service where students can get live help with their homework either through their home computer, iPad, or Smartphone.  Just follow the link:  https://www.twitch.tv/math4sherrer .  The streaming is provided through Twitch, famous for streaming entertaining gamers but useful for so many other things such as providing an additional option for math help when normal tutoring hours before/after school do not work.  Once a student logs on, he/she can ask a question in chat or ask the question via a mic.  All help provided is live and FREE!

Expectations 

Be prompt, be prepared, be polite, be productive

Please don’t hesitate to contact me as needed.  Please fill out the information on the next page.  Thank you!  I’m looking forward to teaching your child this school year!  
Please fill out the information below.

Student’s Name: ____________________ 
Student’s Signature: ____________________

Student E-mail: Please write one character per box.  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Parent/Guardian’s Name:___________________ 
Parent Signature:__________________

Please check all that apply:

____ I have a computer with high speed internet access at home.

____ I have a computer without internet access at home.

____ I have a printer at home.  

____ I do not have a computer at home.

Is there anything that you would like me to know about your child?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Listserv

In order to facilitate communication between teachers and families, we ask that you share a preferred phone number and e-mail address.

 

Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian’s Phone Number: ____________________________________


Parent/Guardian’s E-mail Address: Please write one character per box.  
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Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian’s Phone Number: ____________________________________


Parent/Guardian’s E-mail Address: Please write one character per box.  
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