
Heather Barbour 

 6th Grade Art  2018-2019 
heather.barbour@apsva.us (preferred contact) 

703-228-5900 
 

Course Description: 
 IB MYP Arts students will:  

● Conceptualize, organize, develop, and refine artistic ideas 

and work 

● Analyze, interpret and select artwork for presentation 

● Exlplore intent and meaning in artistic work 

● Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences 

● Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and 

historical context to deepen understanding. 

This 18 week course is designed to introduce students to areas 

that will be revisited and expanded upon in 7th and 8th grades.  The 

Virginia Standards of Education for Art are our framework for the 

program of study; the elements of art and principles of design are our 

visual language . 

 
Guidelines for Success: 

Students are expected to… 

1. Show respect for self and others 

2. Arrive to class on time and be prepared with pencil and eraser 

3. Use art supplies properly; not use supplies in wasteful or 

dangerous ways 

4. Clean their work areas and put away materials before dismissal 

5. Do their best and complete all assignments on time 

6. Avoid side conversations during the art lesson or demo. 

7. Always put their name on the back of every assignment 

8. Refrain from vandalism of school property or other students’ 

artwork (i.e drawing/ writing on it, or breaking it). 

9. No food or beverages, except water, are allowed. 

10. No use of electronic devices is allowed without permission. 

 

Supplies: 

The school system provides art supplies for classes, although 

students are expected to bring a pencil and eraser. We welcome 

contributions of recycled materials for selected projects. 
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Communication: 

Important announcements and due dates are posted to Canvas. 

Students can also communicate with me through the messaging 

feature of Canvas.  

Students are expected to adhere to the TJMS Academic Honesty Policy. 

See the TJMS Student Handbook for more information. If extra help is 

needed, the teacher is available after school on an as-needed basis. 

Late Work:  

Students are responsible for making up missing work on their 

own time. If you are sick, please check Canvas. Almost all work is 

done during class, except for some sketchbook prompts that are given 

out at the beginning of the semester. if a class assignment cannot be 

completed in the given time, then it may be finished at home, or after 

school by arrangement with the teacher. Students should schedule a 

time to come in before or after school if they need help with any 

particular topic or skill. You may send an email to “check in” if you 

anticipate an extended absence. 

 

Missing work will be given an “E” grade unless turned in by the 

end of the semester. Work can be completed or re-done to improve its 

grade. All grades can be accessed in ParentVue.  

 

 

Assessments: 
Thomas Jefferson is an International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program 

School.  Art assignments are graded and weighted using the IB criteria: 
 Formative Assessments 

For practice  40% 
Summative Assessments 

To show mastery  60% 
Weights of Assessments 
towards Quarterly 
grades 

A. Knowing and Understanding (20%) 
D. Thinking Creatively (20%) 

B. Developing Skills (40%) 
C. Responding (20%) 

Late Work Policy Assignments are accepted through 
the end of the unit. 

Accepted through the end of the 
quarter.  
No penalty for late assessments; 
students will be asked to stay 
after school if necessary to make 
up missed assignments. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Grades reflect student acheivement and not student behavior.  
 Grading scale: 

 

Letter Grade 
Percentage* 

A 90 - 100 
B+ 87 - 89 
B 80 - 86 
C+ 77 - 79 
C 70 - 77 

D+ 67 - 69 
D 60 - 66 
E Below 60 
I NA 

*Quarterly grades will round up when the percentage is .5 or higher. 

 
Units of Study: 
The class will try to cover a wide range of art disciplines.  These are some of the 
anticipated topics. The textbook  A  Global Pursuit  will supplement some areas of study. 
 
Topic Timeline SOL Assessment 
Bookmaking/ 
3D Museum  

3 weeks 
(September 
4-21) 

6.1, 6.3 Build sketchbook to be used throughout the 
semester. Create a design project  that 
communicates interests and experiences. 

 Sculpture 
 

 3 weeks 
(January 
10-25) 

6.2, 6.8, 
6.3, 6.2, 6.10, 6.14 

Use slab and coil techniques to make vessels; 
design and apply  surface techniques. Fabricate 
three dimensional art objeccts using found 
materials. 

Printmaking 3 weeks 
(October 
22-November 
13) 

6.2, 6.3,6.5, 6.13 Design,  carve  and print an original image 
using a linoleum block.. 

Painting 3 weeks 
(November 
26-December 
11) 

6.5 Understand relationships of colors, mix 
translucent colors to paint iconic architecure. 

Drawing 4 weeks 
(September 
24-October 11 
and 
trhoughout 
the semester) 

6.5, 6.6, 6.7, 6.3 Observational drawing and  using a variety of 
media. Use one point perspective to draw 
three dimensional objects in space. 

Shadow Puppet 
Theater 

2 weeks 
December17- 
January 9 

6.19 Students will develop characters and a set for a 
performance and video emphasizing light and 
shadow. 

 
 Homework: 

Homework (sketchbook prompts) will contribute to an overall grade for 

the sketchbook at the end of each quarter (up to 15% of quarter 

grade). Students are encouraged to visit local museums and galleries 



with their families, to increase appreciation of visual art and art 

history.I look forward to teaching your child this semester! 

=========================================== 

 

I have read and understand the information stated above.  

Student Signature _________________________________  

Date _________________ 

 

Parent Signature __________________________________  

Date __________________ 


