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Farewell,	Eighth	Graders!	

By	Ishaq	Ishaq			

 

It’s	the	end	of	the	year,	and		we’re	all	excited	about	summer.	However,	it	

can	be	hard	when	you	know	you	won’t	see	certain	friends	again.	That	espe-

cially	happens	to	the	eighth	graders,	as	they	are	going	to	high	school	and	

may	not	see	all	their	old	friends	at	their	new	school.		

 

We	have	asked	8th	graders	about		their	thoughts	about	the	end	of	

the	year,	summer,	high	school,	friends	who	they	may	miss,	etc.	This	is	what	

they	said:	

	

• “I’m	looking	forward	to	summer	and	hanging	out	with	all	my	friends,”	

says	Kaiya	Mitchell.	

• “I	can’t	wait	until	school	is	over,”	says	Emma	Clarkson.	

• “I’m	excited,”	says	Martha	Hays.			

• “I	can’t	wait	to	go	to	high	school	with	new	people,”	says	Kayla	Bravo.	

• “I	can’t	wait	for	school	to	be	over	because	I	can	spend	time	with	my	

family	and	go	places,”	says	Yusuf	Abulghaith.	

• “I	can’t	wait	to	hang	out	with	my	

friends,”	says	Alex	Rocha	Valdez.	

• “I’m	going	to	Wake3ield	and	I’m	

excited	to	stay	home	and	stay	up	

late,”	says	Ulises	Merino.	

• “Hanging	out	with	friends	and	

family	during	the	summer,”	says	

Brisa	Caballero.	

• “I’m	going	to	Wake3ield,	and	I’m	

going	to	miss	my	friends	and	

teachers,”	says	Moises	Parada. 
(continued	on	page	6)	
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End-of-Year  

Issue 

Eighth	graders	Evan	Maly,	Lucy	Robinson,	and	

Eman	Noraga	(photo	by	Ishaq	Ishaq) 
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Drama	Review:	Hairspray	Jr.		

By	Anuj	Khemka	

As I intently watched  TJ’s production of Hairspray Jr., I could not explain my feelings. Astonished, mind 

blown, amazed, and so on. Until then,  I thought “30 Reasons Not to be in a Play” couldn’t be bested.  But 

Hairspray Jr. , which was onstage April 27-28, contained just the right amount of music, comedy, and 

touching moments to keep the audience mesmerized. One moment, the theater was 3illed with hysterical 

laughter. At another, it was completely silent except for the actors’ loud and clear voices as Hairspray Jr. 

expressed its important messages of equality for all. And never once could I look away from the stage, 

where Hairspray Jr. played out in perfect fashion as if the actors and actresses were professionals. They 

sang and acted with such con3idence, and their voices rang in my mind for days, and kept me humming 

the songs for days. And on top of it all, Ms. Riley, the drama teacher, was sitting in the audience the whole 

time, having taught the students how to run things themselves. The play was mostly student-run, with 

over 70 students contributing to the production! 

	

    When asked what this says about Thomas Jefferson students, Ms. Riley responds “It says that they ac-

cept a challenge, and conquer!” Hairspray Jr. had even more challenges than “30 Reasons not to be in a 

Play.” Because it was a musical, Hairspray Jr. actors had to learn singing lines and dance choreography. 

Also, even more mind blowing, the actors were not able to rehearse with the props and costumes until 

two weeks before the actual play.  

 

Well, hard work pays off! Ms. Riley loved seeing the two months of hard work turn out so amazing, and 

how happy and excited the actors were. When asked what Ms. Riley likes about Hairspray, she responds 

“I like the message of equality and how there should be rights for every one, no matter their religion or 

gender. Everyone deserves love and respect, no matter how fat, or skinny, or tall or short they are. Also, 

the music is fun and modern.” 

	

     A play is like a puzzle. Without any one piece, it wouldn’t be complete. So, just like a puzzle, without the 

stage crew of the play, who were in charge of moving sets around, things just wouldn’t be the same. But 

what if they just made a small mistake? When asked what the consequences of this would be, Ellie Kelly 

who was a member of the stage crew, responded, “If something was in the wrong place, then the actors 

would move to the wrong spot and the 

whole play would be messed up. Our little 

secret for getting everything in the right 

spot, was marking it with tape. With eve-

rything we practiced for about a week 

from 2:30 to 8:00.” Ellie loved seeing eve-

rything come together! 

	

There is no doubt that Hairspray Jr. was a 

marvelous play, and that all the hard work 

the actors, stage crew, and director put in, 

paid off, and it should be known that eve-

ry single one of the 70+ contributors 

worked their hearts out,. Without them, it 

couldn’t have been done!   

Left:	Lucy	Martin	as	Tracey	Turnblad		dances	

with		Mattie	Nguyen	as	Link	Larkin.		Photos	

courtesy	of	the	Nguyen	family	
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Top	left:		Melena	Meek,	Ryan	Peterson	

and	Lucy	Martin	as	the	Turnblad	fami-

ly;	Center:	Grif3in	O’Grady	as	Cornie	

Collins;	Bottom	left:	Marissa	McDon-

nell,	Charlotte	Jones	and	other	cast	

members	portray	mothers	and	daugh-

ters.	

Photos	courtesy	of	the	Nguyen	family	
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Games,	Games,	Games	

Across	                                                                                     

1. Depressing precipitation 

4. The third month of spring 

5. These little 3luf3balls have a tendency to hop wherever they go 

8. Leftover rain that is fun to jump in 

10. The day in spring that has equal hours of daylight and darkness 

13. Beautiful blooms that come in many shapes and sizes 

14. Baby hens or roosters 

 

Down 

2. You hold it over your head to keep yourself dry 

3. The color of spring 

6. We just had some time off that we call spring 

______ 

7. The second month of spring 

9. Little beads of water that collect on the ends of 

blades of grass 

11. These 3inally get their leaves back in spring 

12. The 3irst month of spring 

Spring	Crossword	

By	Wyatt	Shoelson	

INSERT PETER’S 

KEY HERE 

Answer	Key	from	Last	Month’s	

Tree	Species	Word	Search: 

-unfortunately, “butternut” was 

spelled “butternuy” in the puzzle. 

The	Jefferson	Post	regrets the er-

ror. 
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Make this little “monster” from the Monster’s Inc. movies to hold 

change or other small items. 

 

What you need to make it: 

•Tennis 

•Felt (white, blue and black) 

•Pen knife 

•Scissors 

•Glue 

 

Directions: 

1.Cut the tennis ball along the “u” shape with a pen knife. 

 

2. Squeeze the tennis ball a bit and it will pop open. 

 

3. The eye consists of three circles: Big white piece is 4 centimeters in diameter; the blue piece is 2 centi-

meters in diameter and the black piece is one centimeter in diameter. The row of teeth is 10 centimeters 

long and 1centimeter wide. Cut the bottom half into a row of triangles. Make two for the teeth. 

 

4. Glue the teeth to either side of the opening you’ve cut into the tennis ball. 

 

5. Stack the eyes and glue them together. 

 

6. Glue the eye onto the tennis ball. 

 

7. Cut another white circle that is the same size as the eye, cut it in half and fold into a cone to make the 

monster’s horn, applying glue as you fold. 

 

8. Repeat step 7 for the other horn. 

 

9. Finally, glue the “horns” to the tennis ball! 

 

Source: http://onelmon.com/blog/2014/07/tennis-ball-mike-wazowski/ 

DIY Mike Wakowski Tennis Ball Holder 

By Zara Kruise 



•“I’m excited for my vacations during the summer,” says Yeyson Miranda.“I’m going to Wake-

3ield and I’m excited to stay home and stay up late,” says Ulises Merino. 

 

•“Hanging out with friends and family during the summer,” says Brisa Caballero. 

 

•“I’m excited for my vacations during the summer,” says Yeyson Miranda. 

 

•“I’m going to miss my teachers,” says Xavier Goodman. 

 

•“My experience at TJ is going to help me in the future,” says Gaby Garcia. 

 

•“I’m looking forward to summer because I’m going to high school where there’s more free-

dom,” says Aaron Queen. 

 

•“I’m looking forward to meeting new people in high school,” says Jenna Hicks. 

 

•“I’ll miss the pizza being sold after school,” says Kelani Jackson. 

 

•“I’m going to miss Mr. Seigel,” says Ned Driscoll. 

 

•“I will miss all my friends that I made over the last three years and my favorite teachers that 

taught me some life lessons,” says Ashley Cordova. 

 

•“I will miss how everyone is always together,” Mery Estrella Estevez. 

 

•“I’m sad to leave TJ, but I’m really excited to go to high school,” says Adalie Wilson. 

 

•“I’m not exactly excited for high school because I’m going to Washington-Lee and most of my 

friends are going to Wake3ield, "says Radith Mollah. 

 

No matter where TJ’s eighth graders are headed, we wish them the best of luck!  

 

(Bruck	Mes"in	and	Abdullah	Ishaq	contributed	to	this	report).	

(From	left	to	right:)	Eighth	graders	Adalie	Wilson,	Kaiya	Mitchell,	Da-

kota	Klapper,	and	Martha	Hayes	(photo	by	Ishaq	Ishaq)	

Farewell	Eighth	Graders	

(from	page	1)	



The	Jefferson	Post	salutes:	

Ishaq	Ishaq	

This	year,	the	Jefferson	Post		had	only	one	eighth	grader	on	its	staff.	That	eighth	grader,	

Ishaq,	was	often	called	upon	to	interview	other	eighth	graders	for	stories	and	polls.	He	did	

so	tirelessly,	including	all	the	work	on	the	“Farewell	Eighth	Graders”	article	in	this	issue.		

	

Ishaq	was	only	with	our	newspaper	for	one	year,	but	he	did	an	excellent	job,	and	we	will	

miss	him!	Best	of	luck	to	you	next	year,	Ishaq,	as	you	go	on	to	Wake3ield	High	School!		

	

The	staff	of	The	Jefferson	Post	wishes	everyone	a	

long	and	restful	summer!	Best	of	luck	to	our	8th	

graders,	and	we’ll	see	the	rest	of	you	next	year!	

	

	



TJMS	Track	Team	Wrap	Up	
By	Stephanie	Spranger	

 

	

	

  The	track	team	ended	their	season	with	just	one	win,	but	optimistic	for	the	future.	

“I	love	it,	because	you	get	to	move	around	and	meet	a	lot	of	people,”	said	Chelsea	Figaro,	a	Monarch.		

Coach	Galvin,	a	teacher	here	who	was	new	to	coaching	the	team	this	year,	said,	“I	love	it,	it’s	awesome.	The	

kids	are	really	enthusiastic	about	the	sport.”	Coach	Galvin	co-coaches	with	Mr.	Busby,	an	8th	grade	math	

teacher.	

Each	season,	the	team	competes	twice	against	each	Arlington	middle	school.	They	won	only	one	meet	this	

year.	The	team	has	75	people,	and	they	compete	in	a	number	of	track	meets	over	the	course	of	the	year.	

Track	consists	of	four	events:	sprint,	long-distance	running,	high	jump,	and	long	jump.			

How	intense	is	it	to	be	on	the	track	team?	Are	the	events	dif3icult?	Henry	Cari,	an	Eagle,	said	“it	depends	on	

the	exercise.”	Laila	Idrissi,	a	Stingray,	said	“it	gets	easier	and	easier”	with	practice.	

The	track	team	hopes	that	more	people	join	next	year,	because	they	said	it’s	really	fun	and	that	they	could	

use	more	people!	

	

	

Track	team	members	(from	left	to	right)	Elliot	Newman,	

Katie	Loughney,	Zayne	Delcore	and	Sara	Fuentes.	
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SOL	Study	Tips	

By	Peter	Yuan	

Like	it	or	not,	the	SOLs	are	here.	Here	are	seven	helpful	tips	to	help	prepare	for	them,	so	that	you	can	

pass	advanced	every	time!	

	

1.Have	all	notes	and	material	organized.	For	example,	take	old	tests	and	study	packets	from	earlier	in	

the	year	and	review	them.	

	

2.	Study	in	more	than	one	session.	Having	more	shorter	

study	sessions	helps	you	remember	more,	because	you’re	

pacing	yourself	to	have	the	endurance	through	the	days	you	

are	studying.	You	need	time	to	relax	and	rest.		

	

3.	Have	a	goal	of	what	you	want	to	3inish	for	each	session.	

This	will	keep	your	studying	organized.	You	will	not	accom-

plish	anything	by	studying	randomly.	

	

4.	Find	a	quiet	place	where	there	are	no	distractions.	When	something	disturbs	your	studying,	like	elec-

tronics	or	other	people,	you	may	lose	focus,	which	makes	your	studying	less	ef3icient.	

	

5.	Find	your	studying	style.	When	you	3ind	what	works	best	for	you,	such	as	using	3lashcards,	being	

quizzed	by	a	friend,	etc.,		it	improves	your	ef3iciency.	

	

6.	Study	daily.	You	must	be	consistent	and	when	you	skip	a	day,	you	may	forget	what	you	studied	the	

previous	day.	

	

7.	Have	a	willing	attitude.	If	you	really	want	to	pass,	then	you	would	want	to	study.	You	will	get	into	

studying	sessions	easier	and	do	better.	
	

• Ms.DeMao,	a	math	teacher,	would	like	to	go	to	Saint	Barthelemy		(St.	Bart’s)	in	the	Caribbe-

an	

• Mr.Carter,	a	7th	grade	math	teacher,		would		go	to	Australia	.	

• Baltazar	Gomez-,	a	seventh	grader,	would	like	to	go	to	New	York	City	.	

• Zoe	McCann,	a	seventh	grader,	would	like	to	go	to	Florida	(Disneyland).	

• Amy	Guzman	,	a	6th	grader,	

would	g	o	to		California.	

• Declan	McLaughlin-,	an	eighth	

grader,	says	his	dream	vacation	is	to	

go	to	Wyoming	.	

	

	

What	is	Your	Dream	Vacation?	(continued	from	page	10)	
 



 

It’s almost summer, and time to start thinking about vacation! Most of us have probably been on a vacation. 

Whether it was a globe-trotting adventure or when you went to visit your grandmother up in Pennsylvania, 

it’s likely that most of us have stayed outside of our houses for an extended period of time. Whether we want a 

relaxing vacation or we are in the mood for adventure, we all have a place that we would most want to visit. 

We asked students what their idea of a dream vacation is: 
 

Fabrizio Jimeniz, grade 6, 

says his dream vacation spot 

is Hawaii 

 

•Nyla Roberts, grade 6, and 

Makiyah Morton XX, both 

said their dream vacation 

spot is Hawaii 

 

•Ms. Pasternak, a sixth grade 

teacher, says her dream va-

cation spot is Bali 

 

•Liana Stein, grade 8, says 

her dream vacation spot is 

Israel 

 

•Kate Galazin, grade 6, says 

her dream vacation spot is 

Rhode Island 

 

•Yonathan Dawit, grade 7, 

says his dream vacation spot 

is Arlington, VA 

 

•Elsy Romero-Vargas says her dream vacation spot is the UK 

 

•Karen Gudino,	grade	8,		says	her	dream	vacation	spot	is	the	Forbidden	City,	China	

	

•So3ia	Salinas,	grade	6,		says	her	dream	vacation	spot	is	the	Florida	Keys	

	

•Mr.	Weber,	an	eighth	grade	teacher,	says	his	dream	vacation	spot	is	Yellowstone	National	Park 
•	 Mr.	Salinas,	a	Spanish	teacher,	says	his	dream	vacation	spot	is	the	beach	

•Yene	Wegen,	grade	6,	says	his	dream	vacation	spot	is	Ethiopia 
•Mr.	Fielder,	one	of	our	school	custodians,	says	his	dream	vacation	spot	is	Egypt 
•Leonel	Pacheco-Rodriguez	says	his	dream	vacation	is	to	a	private	island.	

•Ms.	Andrews,	a	6th	grade	history	teacher,	says	she		would	go	to	Italy.	

•Ms.	Mohammed,	the	IB	coordinator,	says	she	would	go	to	Turkey.	

•Ms.	Gavin,	the	library	aide,	says	her	dream	vacation	is	to	go	to	Washington,	D.C.	

(continued	on	page	9)	
     

TJ	Poll:	What	is	Your	Dream	Vacation?	

By	Wyatt	Shoelson	and	Bruck	MesBin	

Anuj	Khemka	contributed	to	this	report.	



Mrs.	Byron’s	and	Mrs.	Kirsch’s	TA	this	winter	and	

spring	held	a	gloves,	hat	and	scarf	drive	for	our	IB	

community	service	project.	Our	purpose	was	to	

provide	families	in	need	with	warm	clothes.	

The	El	Niño	

storm	system	

that	happened	in	

the	2015-16	

winter	guaran-

teed	a	lot	of	

snow	and	cold	

weather.	Our	

TAs	wanted	to	

ensure	that	eve-

ryone	would	

stay	warm.	“This	

is	a	wonderful	opportunity	to	collect	items	from	

my	church	to	support	our	school	and	the	commu-

nity,”	noted	sixth	grader	Javell	Edge.	

We	also	researched	the	demographics	of	TJ	middle	

school	and	discovered	that	about	45	percent	of	

students	at	TJ	are	on	free/reduced	lunch	pro-

grams,	the	second	highest	percent	of	any	middle	

school	in	Arlington.	This	means	some	of	them	

might	need	extra	support	to	cover	costs	such	as	

warm	clothing.		

To	do	our	project,	3irst	we	placed	posters	around	

the	school	and	explained	it	to	the	school	via	the	

morning	announcements.	Then	we	went	around	to	

individual	TAs	and	promoted	it.		We	made	it	into	a	

contest,	and	promised	that	the	TAs	that	brought	in	

the	most	items	would	win	a	donut	breakfast.	

Within	a	week,	students	started	bringing	in	warm	

clothes.	We	collected	winter	clothes	from	January	

to	March.	The	items	we	collected	were	washed	

and	brought	down	to	the	Jefferson	clothing	closet	

where	students	who	need	clothes	for	themselves	

or	their	families	could	come	get	them	for	free.	

		In	the	end,	we	collected	over	100	items!	The	TAs	

that	brought	in	the	most	were	Ms.	Holbert	‘s	and	

Mrs.	Banach’s	TAs.	As	promised,	we	gave	them	

both	donuts,	and	thanked	all	the	students	who	

brought	in	clothes.	

Our	TAs	really	home	that	we	accomplished	our	

project	goals	and	provided	warm	winter	clothes	

for	our	school	and	community	for	years	to	come.	

	

	

TA	Holds	Successful	Winter	Clothing	Drive	
By	Isaac	Endo	and	Tucker	Stanley,	guest	writers	

	

TJ students Nathan Echevarria (above) and 

Javell Edge (below) help in the Jefferson 

clothing closet.  Photos by Eoin Cantwell. 
El Niño 2015 storm satellite 

picture (Source: nasa.gov) 

Katie	Watson	contributed	to	this	report.	



 

 

 

 

 

Not many of you may know of this book series , but if you are 

into fantasy books with a hint of a medieval spin on it, this is 

the series for you.  

 

Will is a ward of Castle Redmont, and  he is very small for his 

age. He always wanted to be a knight just like his father, who 

he never met. When he and all his ward mates Alyss, George, 

Jenny, and Horace go and try to become apprentices of vari-

ous people. Will desperately applied to battle school so he 

could be like his father and serve the royal army. He didn't 

exactly get what he wanted —he got to serve in the royal 

army but in the mysterious elite ranger corps. They not only 

serve the royal army but they are sheriffs, game wardens 

and protectors of every soul in the 3ief they overlook.  

 

Will's mentor is the mysterious Halt, a famous but respected 

ranger. Little does he know he has many long journeys 

ahead. I would rate this series 4 stars out of 5 stars because 

most of the books are action packed , with just a few small 

details that are not vital to the book. Consider this series for 

your summer reading list. 

The Jefferson Post 

A periodic publication written by 

the students, for the students. 

A limited number of printed cop-

ies are now available. For a full-color version, 

visit our link on the TJMS homepage: 

http://apsva.us/Domain/1676 

Contact us at: tjmsjeffpost@gmail.com 

         

Book	Review:	

Ranger’s	Apprentice	(a	series)	by	John	Flanagan	

By	Ben	Spindler	

Rating:	4/5	

 

Yes, these pictures are of the TJ parking lot. But it 

won’t look the same when you come back to school, 

because construction on the new elementary school 

probably will have started. The	Jefferson	Post	will 

continue to follow the story of the new elementary 

school in the fall. —Peter Yuan 

Take	a	Long	Look	at	these		

Pictures…..	


